
Celebrating Reading. Advocating Literacy.
thewordonthestreet.ca

Sunday, September 24, 2017 | 11am–6pm
Harbourfront Centre

FREE ADMISSION



Today a reader,
tomorrow a leader.

Webcom is honoured to be a part of this transformative 
experience by providing our community with the highest 

quality printed books.

Words change worlds. Reading educates and 
inspires kids to build a better future.
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2 Behind the curtain

A NATIONAL, ANNUAL CELEBRATION 
The word on The sTreeT is a free public festival that celebrates the written word and 
champions literacy through an annual outdoor book and periodical fair. This festival 
provides an opportunity for communities across the country to interact with Canada’s 
dynamic writers and publishers, with the goal to educate and inspire audiences. As 
Canada’s largest 100% Canadian literary event, we are proud to celebrate the contributions 
of Canadian authors to the cultural history of our community and our country.

If you would like to support the work of The Word On The Street in Toronto, please visit 
www.thewordonthestreet.ca and click ‘Donate.’ A tax receipt will be automatically sent to 
you in the amount of your donation.

TORONTO OFFICE
Heather Kanabe
Festival Director  

Justin Lauzon
Marketing & Communications 
Coordinator  

Lynn McGuigan
Event Coordinator 

Maya Baumann 
Programming Assistant

Yeni Adeyemo 
Programming Assistant

Patricia So Gao
Volunteer Coordinator 

Kim Robinson 
Development Consultant  

NATIONAL OFFICE
Helena Aalto 
National Coordinator 

TORONTO BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS
Barbara Howson, President
House of Anansi Press and Groundwood 
Books

Sarah Dunn, Vice-President
ECW Press

Ven Seshadri, Treasurer
CarbonFree Technology, Inc.

DIRECTORS
Elyse Friedman
Author, Screenwriter

Alan G. James 
Gowling WLG (Canada) LLP

Holly Kent 
Ontario Book Publishing Organization and 
the Open Book Foundation

David Leonard
The Walrus

Jennifer Murray
Porch Light Consulting

Don Oravec
Retired, The Writers’ Trust of Canada

Anna Porter
Author, Co-founder, Key Porter Books

Meredith Tutching
Ontario Library Association

Eleanor LeFave (ex-officio)
Mabel’s Fables 

OUR WONDERFUL VOLUNTEERS
The Word On The Street would not be possible without the hard work and dedication 
of our more than 300 volunteers. We value your commitment to celebrating reading and 
advocating literacy. We couldn’t do it without you! Thank you.



3Words of welcome

For our 28th festival we’re celebrating Canada’s abundant literary history and our diverse local community!

Two new stages enliven the festival this year, hosting Indigenous and francophone artists from across Canada. 
Visit the IndIgenous VoIces stage to hear important discussions stimulated by contemporary Indigenous 
fiction authors and illustrators and to learn from rich cultural expressions including storytelling and lan-
guage workshops, with appearances that include Lee Maracle, Cherie Dimaline, Daniel David Moses, and 
Jay Odjick. Practice your French by attending the TFo Franco sTage, featuring Marguerite Andersen, 
Chrystine Brouillet, Stéphane Larue, and more.

This year, download our official The Word On The Street Toronto App to plan your schedule for the 17 
programmed festival tents featuring hundreds of Canadian authors. More than 90 presentations feature 
literary legends, genre fiction, non-fiction, family programming, writing workshops, spoken word, and more. 
Head to the VIbranT VoIces oF onTarIo TenT to hear short fiction by our new Writing DiverCity Contest 
winners. At the amazon.ca besTsellers sTage, see Anne Michaels, Deborah Ellis, David Suzuki, Elan 
Mastai, Emma Donoghue, and Ron Sexsmith, to name a few!

Make your way through our extensive exhIbITor markeTplace, where you can indulge in cultural hap-
penings and buy books! Don’t forget to head west to stock up on your favourite children’s books in Td 
kIdsTreeT and discover our new Francophone aVenue.

We hope you stay all day and delight in the great Canadian books and activities available!

À l’occasion de notre 28e festival, nous célébrons la riche histoire littéraire du Canada et la diversité de notre 
communauté locale!
 
Deux nouvelles scènes dynamisent le festival cette année, accueillant des artistes autochtones et francophones 
de partout au Canada. Visitez la scène IndIgenous VoIces pour entendre des discussions d’importance, ali-
mentées par des auteurs et des illustrateurs de fiction autochtones contemporains et découvrez leurs riches 
expressions culturelles, y compris la narration et les ateliers linguistiques, avec des apparitions, entre autres, 
de Lee Maracle, Cherie Dimaline, Daniel David Moses et Jay Odjick. Pratiquez votre français en assistant 
à la Franco scÈne TFo, mettant en vedette Marguerite Andersen, Chrystine Brouillet et Stéphane Larue, 
entre autres.
 
Cette année, téléchargez notre appli officielle The Word On The Street Toronto pour planifier votre ho-
raire de visite des 17 tentes du festival qui vous offrent une programmation mettant en vedette des centaines 
d’auteurs canadiens. Plus de 90 présentations : légendes littéraires, fictions de genre, essais, émissions famili-
ales, ateliers d’écriture, créations orales et plus encore. Rendez-vous à la VIbranT VoIces oF onTarIo TenT 
pour entendre les nouvelles des gagnants de notre Writing DiverCity Contest. Sur amazon.ca besTsellers 
sTage, vous verrez Anne Michaels, Deborah Ellis, David Suzuki, Elan Mastai, Emma Donoghue et Ron 
Sexsmith, pour n’en nommer que quelques-uns!
 
Parcourez notre vaste marché des exposanTs, où vous pourrez apprécier des événements culturels et achet-
er des livres! N’oubliez pas de vous diriger vers l’ouest pour faire le plein de vos livres préférés pour enfants 
dans la Td kIdsTreeT et découvrez notre nouvelle aVenue Francophone.

Nous espérons que vous resterez toute la journée et profiterez des passionnants livres canadiens et des ac-
tivités offertes!

Heather Kanabe  Barbara Howson
Festival Director  President of the Board of Directors



4 Letters of greeting

Message de l’honorable Eleanor McMahon
Ministre du Tourisme, de la Culture et du Sport

Au nom du gouvernement de l’Ontario, je suis ravie de tous vous accueillir à The Word 
On The Street, l’édition 2017 du festival de livres et de magazines de Toronto. 

Pendant 28 ans, cet événement culturel important a attiré des gens de partout en Ontario 
et au Canada, et est devenu l’un des plus grands festivals de livres et de magazines au 
monde. Notre gouvernement est ravi de soutenir cet important événement littéraire.

Cette année, alors que nous marquons le 150e anniversaire du Canada et de l’Ontario, 
nous avons l’occasion unique de raconter les histoires des divers peuples qui vivent en 
Ontario. Nous sommes tous inspirés par la créativité de nos communautés littéraires, qui 
célèbrent et font la promotion des voix canadiennes, soutiennent notre culture et qui for-
ment notre nation diverse et dynamique. 

Je félicite tous ceux qui participent à l’organisation et au soutien de The Word On The 
Street à Toronto. 

Cordialement,
La ministre, 

Eleanor McMahon

Greetings from the Honourable Eleanor McMahon
Minister of Tourism, Culture and Sport

On behalf of the Government of Ontario, I am delighted to welcome everyone to the 2017 
edition of The Word On The Street Toronto book and magazine festival. 

For 28 years, this key cultural event has attracted people from throughout Ontario and 
across Canada, and has become one of the largest book and magazine festivals in the 
world. Our government is pleased to support this important literary event.

This year, as we mark the 150th anniversaries of Canada and Ontario, we have a unique 
opportunity to tell the stories of the diverse peoples who call Ontario home. We are all in-
spired by the creativity of our literary communities, who celebrate and promote Canadian 
voices, sustain our culture, and shape our diverse and dynamic nation.  

I commend all those involved in organizing and supporting The Word On The Street 
Toronto. 

All my best,

Eleanor McMahon
Minister 
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Greetings from the Minister of Immigration, Refugees, and Citizenship  
 
I am pleased to extend my warmest greetings to all those attending The Word On The 
Street’s 28th Annual Toronto Book and Magazine Festival.
 
Through its many activities, exhibitions, and performances, the Toronto Book and 
Magazine Festival provides an excellent opportunity for people of all ages to come to-
gether and celebrate some of Canada’s literary achievements.
 
Over the last 27 years, The Word On The Street has helped to bring awareness to Canadian 
writing and literacy while connecting communities with Canadian authors and the pub-
lishing industry, and celebrating the contributions made to the cultural history of Canada.
 
As Minister of Immigration, Refugees, and Citizenship, I commend The Word On The 
Street for its work in promoting Canadian writing and literacy, and I thank the organiza-
tion for running this festival.
 
My best wishes for a successful event!
Sincerely,
 

 
The Honourable Ahmed Hussen, P.C., M.P.
Minister of Immigration, Refugees, and Citizenship

Salutations du ministre de l’Immigration, des Réfugiés et de la Citoyenneté
 
Je suis heureux de présenter mes salutations les plus chaleureuses à tous ceux et celles
qui assistent à la 28e édition du festival « Toronto Book and Magazine » organisée par
The Word on the Street.
 
Grâce à ses nombreuses activités, expositions et spectacles, le festival Toronto Book
and Magazine Festival offre une excellente occasion pour les personnes de tous âges
de se réunir et de célébrer certaines des accomplissements littéraires du Canada.
 
Au cours des 27 dernières années, The Word on the Street a contribué à sensibiliser
l'écriture et l'alphabétisation au Canada tout en reliant les communautés aux auteurs
canadiens et à l'industrie de l'édition et en célébrant les contributions apportées à
l'histoire culturelle du Canada.
 
En tant que ministre de l'Immigration, des Réfugiés et de la Citoyenneté, je félicite The
Word on the Street pour son travail de promotion de l'écriture et de l'alphabétisation au
Canada, et je remercie l'organisation d'avoir dirigé ce festival.
 
Mes meilleurs voeux pour un événement réussi et je vous prie d’agréer l’expression de mes 
sentiments les meilleurs.
 
 

L’honorable Ahmed Hussen, C.P., député
Ministre de l’Immigration, des Réfugiés et de la Citoyenneté



6 Festival partners

MEDIA SPONSORS

NATIONAL SPONSORS

FRIENDS OF THE FESTIVAL

O P E N  B O O K

Yoga WellnessThe

Show

media, national, friends

Powered by 
Toronto Hydro



7Festival partners

REGIONAL SPONSORS

OFFICIAL PRINT SPONSORS

FRANCOPHONE PARTNERS

an Ontario government agency
un organisme du gouvernement de l’Ontario

regional, francophone, official

Toronto

French Book Fair

FRENCH BOOK FAIR
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Festival at a glance

AMAZON.CA 
BESTSELLERS STAGE

STRANGER THAN 
FICTION: SPRING PICKS
Barbara Gowdy, Elan Mastai, 
Grace O’Connell

THE PATCH
Chris Turner

THROUGH THE 
EyES OF A CHILD
Deborah Ellis, Emma Donoghue

ALL WE SAW
Anne Michaels

BROTHER
David Chariandy

THAT’S My BABy
Frances Itani

JUST COOL IT!
David Suzuki, Ian Hanington

DEER LIFE
Ron Sexsmith       

THIS GLORIOUS QUEST
Terry Fallis, Peter Unwin

AUTHOR CRUISES

PRESENTING THE 
PAST: ADVENTURES IN 
HISTORICAL FICTION
Bruce Murray, Emily Schultz, 
Lesley Kruger, Eva Stachniak

OF MEN AND GODS
Robert J. Sawyer, Sylvain Neuvel, 
Lesley Livingston

STORy OF THE GAME
Lance Hornby, Stacey May 
Fowles, Bertrand Hébert and 
Pat Laprade

ON THE BRINK OF 
MADNESS
Nick Cutter, Ron Corbett, David 
Demchuk

CANADIAN 
MAGAZINES STAGE

NEW FRONTIERS: 
DESIGNING TORONTO
Adele Weder, Shawn Micallef, 
Miriam Ho, Ruth Jones

REDEFINING FEMINISM: 
THE NEW FEMME 
FATALE
Andreya Klobucar, Tina Zafreen 
Alam, Arina Moiseychenko, 
Lorraine Zander, Mikeila 
Marianetti

POETIC LICENSE: 
SHAPING OUR VIEWS 
ON CULTURE
Nailah King, Alejandro Saravia, 
Brett Popplewell, Laurie D. 
Graham

TURBULENT TIMES: A 
GLOBAL SURVEy
Anne Kingston, Erica Lenti, 
Jessica Johnson, Bob Chodos

SEX, DRUGS, AND 
ROCK 'N' ROLL: 
CANADIAN POP-
CULTURE
Kevin Ritchie, Emily Landau, 
David Berry, Sarah Murphy

URBAN FARMING 
IN TORONTO: 
HyPER-LOCAL FOOD 
SOLUTIONS
David McConnachie, Lara Kelly, 
Rhonda Teitel-Payne, Brandon 
Hebor

11:00AM

11:15AM

11:30AM

11:45AM

12:00PM

12:15PM

12:30PM

12:45PM

1:00PM

1:15PM

1:30PM

1:45PM

2:00PM

2:15PM

2:30PM

2:45PM

3:00PM

3:15PM

3:30PM

3:45PM

4:00PM

4:15PM

4:30PM

4:45PM

5:00PM

5:15PM

5:30PM

5:45PM

6:00PM

Full details on pg. 20 Full details on pg. 26 Full details on pg. 32

Zone 4 Zone 4 Zone 2
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Festival at a glance

11:00AM

11:15AM

11:30AM

11:45AM

12:00PM

12:15PM

12:30PM

12:45PM

1:00PM

1:15PM

1:30PM

1:45PM

2:00PM

2:15PM

2:30PM

2:45PM

3:00PM

3:15PM

3:30PM

3:45PM

4:00PM

4:15PM

4:30PM

4:45PM

5:00PM

5:15PM

5:30PM

5:45PM

6:00PM

CANADA SQUARE
See detai

BAM! TORONTO yOUTH 
SLAM TEAM

TORONTO POETRy 
SLAM TEAM

COOKS 'N' BOOKS 
STAGE

COOKING WITH CHEF 
CHIRP
Jackie Farquhar

THE FIRST MESS 
COOKBOOK
Laura Wright

COOKING WITH 
THE WOLFMAN
Chef David Wolfman and 
Marlene Finn

THE SCHOOL yEAR 
SURVIVAL COOKBOOK
Laura Keogh and Ceri Marsh

CLUELESS IN THE 
KITCHEN
Evelyn Raab

GREAT BOOKS 
MARQUEE

STAND UP, SPEAK OUT
Sandra Perron, Linda Silver 
Dranoff

TRUTH IS A FUNHOUSE 
MIRROR
Daniel Grenier, Randal Graham, 
Terri Favro

PERCEPTION POETRy
Gillian Sze, Lisa Richter, Roo 
Borson

IN THE CAGE
Kevin Hardcastle

ONCE MORE WITH 
FEELING
Méira Cook

VENERA DREAMS 
Claude Lalumière

BE STILL, My RACING 
HEART 
Anna Porter, Nicole Lundrigan, 
Andrew Pyper

IN TRANSLATION 
Alejandro Saravia, Fanny Britt, 
Monia Mazigh

THE FEMALE 
EXPERIENCE 
Marianne Apostolides, Karen 
Connelly
THE GREAT CANADIAN 
BOOK
Nick Mount, Dr. Anne Urbancic

THE DySFUNCTION 
DyNAMIC
Sarah Meehan Sirk, Robert 
Chafe
SKEET LOVE
Craig Francis Power

Full details on pg. 15 Full details on pg. 38 Full details on pg. 42

Zone 3 Zone 5 Zone 3
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LEARNING STATION

BUILDING LITERACy 
THROUGH yOGA
Let’s Get Together

WHAT'S IN A NAME?
The Children’s Book Bank

RECOGNIZING THE 
WARNING SIGNS OF 
DySLEXIA
Ontario branch of the 
International Dyslexia 
Association

WHy MySTERIES ROCK!
Frontier College and Orca Book 
Publishers

ASL STORyTELLING, 
RHyTHMS, AND 
RHyMES
Ontario Cultural Society of the 
Deaf and Silent Voice

STORyTELLING AS 
EMBODIED LITERACy 
With The Ngoma Griots and 
Parkdale Project Read

INDIGENOUS VOICES

OPENING CEREMONy

STOLEN WORDS
Melanie Florence
With a Cree language lesson

THE OWL AND 
THE LEMMING
Roselyn Akulukjuk

ALGONQUIN SUNSET
Rick Revelle

CODE'S CANADIAN 
PROGRAM FOR FIRST 
NATIONS, INUIT, AND 
MÉTIS LITERATURE
Susan Currie, Aviaq Johnston

THE WATER WALKER
Joanne Robertson
With an Ojibwe language lesson

AKILAK’S ADVENTURE
Deborah Kigjugalik Webster

BLACKFLIES
Jay Odjick
With an Algonquian language 
lesson
SEVEN FALLEN 
FEATHERS
Tanya Talaga

CONVERSATIONS WITH 
CANADIANS
Lee Maracle

EXTRAORDINARy 
STORIES
Cherie Dimaline and Drew 
Hayden Taylor, Nathan Adler
URBAN SPRAWL: 
STORIES FROM THE CITy
Dawn Dumont, Daniel David 
Moses
CLOSING CEREMONy

SCULPTING NEW READS

IN CONVERSATION 
WITH ALIZE 
ZORLUTUNA AND 
ALEJANDRO SARAVIA

IN CONVERSATION 
WITH TANyA TALAGA 
AND SAGE PAUL

IN CONVERSATION 
WITH NICHOLAS 
CROMBACH AND 
RON SEXSMITH

IN CONVERSATION 
WITH MARIAN WIHAK 
AND LISA RICHTER

11:00AM

11:15AM

11:30AM

11:45AM

12:00PM

12:15PM

12:30PM

12:45PM

1:00PM

1:15PM

1:30PM

1:45PM

2:00PM

2:15PM

2:30PM

2:45PM

3:00PM

3:15PM

3:30PM

3:45PM

4:00PM

4:15PM

4:30PM

4:45PM

5:00PM

5:15PM

5:30PM

5:45PM

6:00PM

Full details on pg. 56Full details on pg. 50 Full details on pg. 58

Zone 7Zone 3 Zone 5
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11:00AM

11:15AM

11:30AM

11:45AM

12:00PM

12:15PM

12:30PM

12:45PM

1:00PM

1:15PM

1:30PM

1:45PM

2:00PM

2:15PM

2:30PM

2:45PM

3:00PM

3:15PM

3:30PM

3:45PM

4:00PM

4:15PM

4:30PM

4:45PM

5:00PM

5:15PM

5:30PM

5:45PM

6:00PM

TEEN SPIRIT STAGE

TRAGEDy MINUS THE 
ROMANCE
Kathy Kacer and Jordana 
Leibowitz, Nina Berkhout, 
Samya Kullab

BORN A SCI-FI HERO
Kate Blair, Sarah Raughley, 
Cherie Dimaline

FANTASy QUEENS
Lesley Livingston, Elly Blake, 
Kristen Ciccarelli

HOME AND 
THE HEART
Rick Revelle, Aviaq Johnston

WHERE THE WILD 
THINGS ARE
Heather Smith, Danielle 
Younge-Ullman

PERCEPTION IS NOT 
REALITy
Jennifer Gold, S.K. Ali, Liane 
Shaw, M-E Girard

yOUTH SPOKEN WORD 
SLAM
with BAM! Toronto Youth 
Poetry Slam team

TFO FRANCO STAGE/ 
FRANCO SCèNE TFO

MINIVERS : À L A RECHERCHE DU 
GÂTEAU MOELLEUX | HUNTING FOR 
TAST Y CAKE

LOUIS PARMI LES SPEC TRES
Fanny Britt

LE GR AND JEU -QUEST IONNAIRE SUR 
L’HISTOIRE DU CANADA POUR LES 
ENFANTS – Denis Grignon, Nancy Payne
L'AGENT JEAN : L'ULT IME SYMBOLE 
ABSOLU
Alex A.
LES DR AGOUILLES EN VACANCES !
Karine Gottot, Maxim Cyr

L AURéATS DU PRIX DU L IVRE 
D’ENfANT TRILL IUm
Claude Forand, Pierre-Luc Bélanger

MA BR ANCHE PRéFéRéE
Mireille Messier

MINIVERS : À L A RECHERCHE DU 
GÂTEAU MOELLEUX | HUNTING FOR 
TAST Y CAKE

LE PENSIONNAT
Michel Noël

RELEVEZ LE DéFI ! avec Alliance Française

UNE SIMPLE HISTOIRE D'AMOUR
Louise Tremblay-d'Essaimbre

L AURéATS DU PRIX L I T TéR AIRE 
TRILL IUM 
Didier Leclair, Michèle Matteau, 
Marguerite Andersen, Jean Boisjoli

MINIVERS : À L A RECHERCHE DU 
GÂTEAU MOELLEUX | HUNTING FOR 
TAST Y CAKE

À QUI L A FAUTE ?
Chrystine Brouillet

DU PAIN E T DU JASMIN
Monia Mazigh

VOYAGER DANS LE TEMPS
Daniel Grenier, Stéphane Larue

CONCOURS DE SLAM
avec Franc'Open Mic

TORONTO BOOK 
AWARDS TENT

MAPPING TORONTO: 
STORIES FROM THE SIX
Catherine Hernandez, Phoebe 
Wang, Ian Kamau, Nadia 
Ragbar, Alissa York, and Sofia 
Mostaghimi. Moderated by 
Aparita Bhandari.

2017 TORONTO BOOK 
AWARDS FINALIST
Reading of Life on the Ground 
Floor, James Maskalyk
2017 TORONTO BOOK 
AWARDS FINALIST
Reading of In the Black: My Life, 
B. Denham Jolly 
2017 TORONTO BOOK 
AWARDS FINALIST
Reading of I Hear She’s a Real 
Bitch, Jen Agg           
2017 TORONTO BOOK 
AWARDS FINALIST
Reading of Scarborough, 
Catherine Hernandez 
2017 TORONTO BOOK 
AWARDS FINALIST
Panel of editors/authors of Any 
Other Way: How Toronto Got 
Queer

2017 TORONTO BOOK 
AWARDS FINALIST
Reading of In the Black: My Life, 
B. Denham Jolly 
2017 TORONTO BOOK 
AWARDS FINALIST
Reading of I Hear She’s a Real 
Bitch, Jen Agg           
2017 TORONTO BOOK 
AWARDS FINALIST
Reading of Scarborough, 
Catherine Hernandez 
AN ENDURING 
WILDERNESS
Robert Burley, Anne Michaels

Full details on pg. 61 Full details on pg. 70 Full details on pg. 78

Zone 5 Zone 6 Zone 2
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TORONTO STAR TENT

TORONTO’S HOUSING 
BUBBLE: HOW BAD 
IS IT?
David Rider, Tess Kalinowski, 
Edward Keenan

TRUMP AND CANADA: 
WHAT NEXT?
Chantal Hébert, Daniel Dale, 
Thomas Walkom

ALL THAT GLITTERS AT 
TIFF AND THE MOVIES
Peter Howell, Linda Barnard

VIBRANT VOICES OF 
ONTARIO TENT

FARMERS ARE EARLy 
RISERS
Dan Needles, Brent Preston

CALL ME AN OUTCAST
Shawn Hitchins, Kerry Clare, 
Jonny Sun

THIS TIME IT’S 
PERSONAL
Michael Dennis, Shannon 
Bramer
QUEERING TORONTO
Jane Farrow and Rahim Thawer, 
Marilyn Schuster

IMPORT/EXPORT: 
RACE, CULTURE, AND 
DIASPORA
Canisia Lubrin, Mehri Yalfani
WRITING DIVERCITy 
COMPETITION WINNERS 
TRILLIUM BOOK 
AWARD CELEBRATION
Melanie Mah, Meaghan Strimas

GREAT GOULD
Peter Goddard

THOSE IMPOSSIBLE 
MOMENTS
Lisa Lisson, Manjusha Pawagi

HEART OF THE CITy
Robert Rotenberg

THE PRISONER AND 
THE CHAPLAIN
Michelle Berry

TORONTO POETRy 
SLAM TEAM
Featuring Luke Reece, Ayla 
Lefkowitz, SPIN El Poeta, and 
Jennifer Alicia Murrin

ACX WORDSHOP 
MARQUEE

WHAT AGENTS SEEK
Olga Filina, Carolyn Forde

 
140 CHARACTERS 
OR ELSE: BEING AN 
AUTHOR IN THE AGE 
OF SOCIAL MEDIA
Kate Hilton, Colin McAdam

HOW NOT TO GET 
PUBLISHED
Alana Wilcox, Bhavna Chauhan

SKELETONS IN THE 
CLOSET: WHAT TO TELL 
IN MEMOIR
Kyo Maclear, Antanas Sileika 

THE WORLD OF SCI-FI, 
HORROR, AND FANTASy
Monica Pacheco, Sandra Kasturi, 
Madeline Ashby

FIRST PAGE CHALLENGE
Jack David, Kim Moritsugu

BESTSELLER!
Eva Stachniak, Helen Heller

11:00AM

11:15AM

11:30AM

11:45AM

12:00PM

12:15PM

12:30PM

12:45PM

1:00PM

1:15PM

1:30PM

1:45PM

2:00PM

2:15PM

2:30PM

2:45PM

3:00PM

3:15PM

3:30PM

3:45PM

4:00PM

4:15PM

4:30PM

4:45PM

5:00PM

5:15PM

5:30PM

5:45PM

6:00PM

Full details on pg. 82 Full details on pg. 84 Full details on pg. 92

Zone 4 Zone 1 Zone 5
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11:00AM

11:15AM

11:30AM

11:45AM

12:00PM

12:15PM

12:30PM

12:45PM

1:00PM

1:15PM

1:30PM

1:45PM

2:00PM

2:15PM

2:30PM

2:45PM

3:00PM

3:15PM

3:30PM

3:45PM

4:00PM

4:15PM

4:30PM

4:45PM

5:00PM

5:15PM

5:30PM

5:45PM

6:00PM

CBC KIDS ACTIVITy 
TENT

CBC KIDS AND FRIENDS
Featuring Janaye Upshaw, Tony 
Kim, Victor Verbitsky, Gary the 
Unicorn

CANADA 123
Paul Covello

A PATTERN FOR PEPPER
Julie Kraulis

IRA CRUMB MAKES A 
PRETTy GOOD FRIEND
Naseem Hrab

CBC KIDS AND FRIENDS
Featuring Janaye Upshaw, Tony 
Kim, Victor Verbitsky, Gary the 
Unicorn

HOW TO RAISE 
MONARCH BUTTERFLIES
Carol Pasternak

THE ARTSy MISTAKE 
MySTERy
Sylvia McNicoll

TD CHILDREN'S 
LITERATURE TENT

CAPTAIN MONTY TAKES THE PLUNGE
Jennifer Mook-Sang

THE NIGHT GARDENER
The Fan Brothers

SEAMUS'S SHORT STORY
Heather Hartt-Sussman, Milan Pavlovic

YAK AND DOVE
Kyo Maclear

CELEBRATE THE TD GRADE ONE BOOK 
GIVEAWAY!
Andrea Lynn Beck

CBC PRESENTS THE TD CANADIAN 
CHILDREN'S LITERATURE AWARD
2017 SHORTLIST

A BEDTIME YARN
Nicola Winstanley

IF YOU'RE THANKFUL AND YOU 
KNOW IT
Chrissy Bozik & Patricia Storms
FROM THE STARS IN THE SKY TO THE 
FISH IN THE SEA
Kai Cheng Thom
ME AND YOU AND THE RED CANOE
Jean Pendziwol

JON LE BON BOOK 7: THE ULTIMATE 
SYMBOL
Alex A.
THE EXPLORERS: THE DOOR IN THE 
ALLEY
Adrienne Kress
THE WINNOWING
Vikki Vansickle

JUMP, LEAP, COUNT SHEEP! A 
CANADIAN WILDLIFE 123
Geraldo Valério
SHELTER
Qin Leng (Illustrator)

TVOKIDS STAGE

MOVE WITH MICKEEy 
& POLKAROO   

PIRATE SHOW

CANADA CREW

DAVID SUZUKI

PIRATE SHOW

ODD SQUAD

SOUND CROWD 

PIRATE SHOW

DINO DANA

POLKAROO DANCE 
PARTy

See TD KidStreet Guide See TD KidStreet Guide See TD KidStreet Guide

Zone 7 Zone 7 Zone 6

This version only to be used on a WHITE Background.

́



14

On Sunday, September 24, at Harbourfront Centre, visitors can attend nine ASL-
interpreted readings, activities, and discussions on six programmed stages. The Word On 
The Street is again proud to partner with Ontario Cultural Society of the Deaf and Silent 
Voice Canada to present the following schedule of ASL-accessible events. You can identify 
the ASL-interpreted segments in the program and our Festival at a Glance pages by the 
distinctive ASL symbol.
 
IndIgenous VoIces
STOLEN WORDS
 Melanie Florence
 
THE OWL AND THE LEMMING
 Roselynn Akulukjuk
 
amazon.ca besTsellers sTage
THE PATCH
Chris Turner
 
THROUGH THE EyES OF A CHILD
 Deborah Ellis (Sit)
 Emma Donoghue (The Lotterys Plus One)
 
Teen spIrIT sTage
HOME AND THE HEART
 Rick Revelle (Algonquin Sunset)
 Aviaq Johnston (Those Who Run in the Sky)
 
cook ‘n’ books sTage
COOKING WITH THE WOLFMAN: 
INDIGENOUS FUSION
 David Wolfman
 Marlene Finn
 
learnIng sTaTIon 
ASL STORyTELLING, RHyTHMS, 
AND RHyMES
Ontario Cultural Society of the Dead and Silent Voice
 
greaT books marquee 
THE FEMALE EXPERIENCE
 Marianne Apostolides (Deep Salt Water)
 Karen Connelly (The Change Room)
 
learnIng sTaTIon 
STORyTELLING AS EMBODIED 
LITERACy 
With The Ngoma Griots and Parkdale Project Reads

ASL programming

12:00PM – 12:30PM

12:30PM – 1:00PM

2:30PM – 3:15PM

2:30PM – 3:30PM

3:45PM – 4:15PM

4:15PM – 5:00PM

3:15PM – 4:00PM

12:00PM – 12:20PM  

11:30AM – 12:00PM  
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GUERILLA POETRy IN CANADA SQUARE
Poetry comes alive at The Word On The Street when the 2017 BAM! Toronto Youth 
Slam team performs at 1:00PM and the Toronto Poetry Slam team performs at 3:00PM 
in Canada Square, just east of the Power Plant!
 
Expect to hear powerful, emotional poems, peppered with comedy and lots of energy! 
Presented by BAM! Toronto Youth Slam and Toronto Poetry Project.
 

FRENCH POETRy SLAM WORKSHOP (2 HOURS) – FREE
Join in a free slam poetry introductory workshop to help you develop your creativity and 
writing techniques in french through games and group exercises.
 
If you would like to participate, meet at the Volunteer and Media Room (listed on your 
site map) on the second floor of the Harbourfront Centre Main Building, near the North 
entrance, at 2:30PM. 

Register in advance by emailing programming@thewordonthestreet.ca.
  
TD INTERACTIVE STORyBOOK: SHARE yOUR STORy
As title sponsor of Td kIdsTreeT, TD will be giving attendees a chance to have their 
picture taken for free inside a giant, 12-foot storybook. Through a digital app, attendees 
can write down their own story and then, along with their personalized storybook photo-
graph, share it over email, Facebook, or Twitter.
 
L’ESPACE TFO IDÉLLO | TFO IDÉLLO SPACE
Venez découvrir un monde d’apprentissage numérique en français, avec une variété de 
ressources éducatives et culturelles innovantes. 

Come experience French language and culture, and discover a wealth of digital educa-
tional content to help you bring French home.

AUTHOR CRUISES ON THE TALL SHIP KAJAMA
Join a bestselling lineup of authors for four 60-minute Author Cruises on the beautiful 
Tall Ship Kajama or head to a festival Information Booth (see festival map) to purchase a 
ticket. Last year, the Author Cruises in Toronto’s harbour were some of the most talked-
about events of The Word On The Street. Cruises board at 11:00AM, 12:30PM, 2:00PM, 
and 3:30PM.
 
For tickets, visit the festival website or head to the author signing area across from the 
Kajama (see the festival map) to purchase a ticket on-site. All ticket revenue supports 
author programming at The Word On The Street. See page 26 for the Author Cruises 
schedule.
 
$20 Adult | $35 Adult + One Book* | $10 Children 
*Some exceptions apply
 
CBC KIDS ACTIVITy TENT
Bring books to life with a fun filled day of games, storytelling, and crafts while you mingle 
with authors and your favourite CBC Kids stars.



16 Literacy comes alive

The Word On The Street Toronto is dedicated to the support and promotion of local 
literacy organizations. We proudly show our support by providing free exhibit space to 
at least 20 literacy groups in our exhIbITor markeTplace to help them promote their 
initiatives, attract new tutors and volunteers, and raise money. Please visit lITeracy lane 
to learn more about each of these literacy groups. This year we’ve partnered with seven 
such organizations to program our learnIng sTaTIon, a space for literacy groups to share 
family-oriented programming and activities. For a detailed learnIng sTaTIon schedule, 
please visit page 56 in the Offical Festival Program.

THE CHILDREN’S 
BOOK BANK 

The Children’s  Book  Bank  provides books and 
literacy support to children living in low-income 
neighborhoods across Toronto. The Book Bank op-
erates a beautiful storefront in Regent Park, which 
welcomes schools and daycares, as well as families 
and their children to browse the shelves and choose 
a favorite book to take home to keep—for free.

FRONTIER 
COLLEGE
frontiercollege.ca
Founded in 1899, Frontier College is a national 
charitable literacy organization. We believe literacy 
is a right. We work with volunteers and commu-
nity partners to give children, youth, and adults the 
skills and confidence they need to reach their full 
potential.

LET’S GET 
TOGETHER! 

As a charitable organization, we create opportuni-
ties for parents, youth, and communities to access 
learning resources that provide educational assis-
tance and support student well-being. Our mission 
is to empower parents to become more engaged in 
their children’s education and inspire youth in their 
learning while making it more equitable, accessible, 
and enjoyable.

ONBIDA 
Registered charity 
#85713 3078 RR0001
The Ontario Branch of the International Dyslexia 
Association (ONBIDA) is a non-profit, charitable or-
ganization that is composed entirely of volunteers. 
ONBIDA’s mission is to promote literacy through 

research, education, and advocacy. ONBIDA is com-
mitted to informing, educating, and supporting in-
dividuals with dyslexia, their families, and the com-
munities and professionals who support them. 

ONTARIO CULTURAL 
SOCIETy OF THE DEAF
  
The Ontario Cultural Society of the Deaf (OCSD) 
works to promote Deaf culture and Deaf heritage in 
Ontario. OCSD supports and promotes Deaf peo-
ple’s contributions to the fields of art, drama, and 
literature; strengthens family ties between parents 
and their Deaf child; and increases opportunities for 
the formal study of American Sign Language (ASL) 
and Deaf culture.

PARKDALE 
PROJECT READ 
parkdaleprojectread.org
Parkdale Project Read is a community-based adult 
literacy program founded by Dr. Rita Cox and incor-
porated in 1986. We offer a variety of programs, in-
cluding facilitated learning groups, volunteer tutors 
who offer one-to-one support, and our award-win-
ning Academic Upgrading Program that supports 
youth transitioning to postsecondary education. 

SILENT VOICE 

Founded in 1975, Silent Voice serves Deaf adults, 
youth, children, infants, and their families in ASL, 
providing sports, recreation, and leadership pro-
gramming; ASL instruction to families with a Deaf 
child; Sign Language Summer Camp; 1:1 support; 
housing centre; tax clinic; parenting program; Deaf 
Financial Literacy program and settlement services; 
and the ASL Services of the Ontario Infant Hearing 
Program of the Ministry of Children and Youth 
Services.
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U OF T BOOKSTORE
U of T is a proudly independent, not-for-profit bookstore featuring not just textbooks but 
thought-provoking fiction and non-fiction books, great gifts for book lovers, and more. 
uoftbookstore.com
 
U of T Bookstore will be selling frontlist and selected backlist titles for the authors ap-
pearing at the amazon.ca besTsellers sTage, auThor cruIses, cooks 'n' books sTage, 
greaT books marquee, IndIgenous VoIces, ToronTo book awards TenT, VIbranT 
VoIces oF onTarIo TenT, and the acx wordshop marquee from the Author Signing 
Tables across Harbourfront Centre.

Additionally, U of T Bookstore will also sell titles for the authors featured in the Td 
chIldren’s lITeraTure TenT and the cbc kIds acTIVITy TenT.

MABEL’S FABLES BOOKSTORE
Located at 662 Mt. Pleasant Road, Mabel’s Fables is dedicated to providing the best 
children’s books to Toronto-area book lovers. After the festival, head down to Mabel’s 
Fables—it’s the kind of bookstore Toronto needs.

Mabel’s Fables will be selling frontlist and selected backlist titles for the authors featured 
on the Teen spIrIT sTage. 

LIBRAIRIE MOSAïQUE FRENCH BOOKSTORE
La Librairie Mosaïque est la seule librairie francophone de Toronto. Visitez-nous pour 
découvrir romans, essais, bandes dessinées, albums illustrés, livres bilingues, magazines, 
jeux, activités et cartes de vœux en français. Rejoignez-nous aussi pour des lancements de 
livres, des activités pour les enfants et bien plus encore. Nous offrons aussi un service de 
foires de livres aux écoles.

La librairie Mosaïque est aussi le vendeur officiel pour les auteurs programmés sur la 
Franco scÈne TFo. Visitez notre stand tout prés de la scène pour trouver les nouveautés 
et certains anciens ouvrages de ces auteurs.

Librairie Mosaïque Bookstore is Toronto’s only fully French bookstore. Come find the 
best and latest in French literature, non-fiction, comic books, picture books, bilingual 
books, magazines, games, greeting cards, and much more, all in French from Canada and 
around the world! We also offer a French book fair service for schools.

Librairie Mosaique is the official bookseller for the authors featured on the TFo Franco 
sTage. In our booth next to the stage you will find new and selected backlist titles for 
these authors.



THE NATION’S CLASSICAL STATION

They laughed when I wrote 
  my fifth composition, but…

LISTEN AT HOME, IN YOUR CAR, OFFICE, ON YOUR DEVICE AND/
OR WHEREVER YOU MAY FIND YOURSELF IN THE WORLD AT

CLASSICALFM.CA

I’ve been listening to



proud sponsor of
The Word On The Street
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11:15AM – 12:00PMSTRANGER THAN FICTION: 
SPRING PICKS

HOSTS

LITTLE SISTER
During a week of thunderstorms in Toronto, Rose Bowan, the owner of a repertory movie 
theatre, finds herself entering the body and mind of another woman, a stranger. 
• harpercollIns canada

Barbara Gowdy has been nominated repeatedly for The Giller Prize, The Rogers Writers’ 
Trust Fiction Prize, The Governor General’s Literary Award, and The Commonwealth 
Writers’ Prize, and has been longlisted for The Booker Prize. She is a Trillium Book 
Award winner, a Marian Engel Award winner, a member of The Order of Canada, and a 
Guggenheim Fellow.

ALL OUR WRONG TODAyS
Tom Barren lives in the 2016 that people in the 1950s imagined we’d have, a version of 
our world where technology has solved all of humanity’s problems. When tragedy turns 
his life upside-down, Tom does what you do when you’re heartbroken and have a time 
machine—something stupid. Finding himself stranded in what seems to be a terrible dys-
topian alternate reality—what we immediately recognize as our 2016, the all-too-familiar 
real world—Tom discovers the very different life he could’ve had. • doubleday canada

Elan Mastai is a novelist and screenwriter. His first novel, All Our Wrong Todays, is be-
ing translated into more than two dozen languages and he’s currently writing the movie 
adaptation for Paramount Pictures. He won the Canadian Academy Award and Writers 
Guild of Canada Award for writing The F Word (released internationally as What If), which 
starred Daniel Radcliffe, Zoe Kazan, and Adam Driver. Born in Vancouver, he lives in 
Toronto with his wife and children.

A thunderstorm-triggered mind swap. A technological utopia of 1950s-imagined present-
day. A simple ride through New York turned to a dramatic bus-jacking. Step into the 
fantastic yet familiar worlds of today made interesting by Barbara Gowdy, Elan Mastai, 
and Grace O’Connell as they showcase some of the best fiction released in Spring 2017. 

sponsored by

Piya Chattopadhyay is the host of CBC Radio’s Out in the Open, an adventurous and 
wide-ranging weekly exploration of how one timely topic is affecting regular people. 
Piya has been a long-time fixture in Canadian broadcasting, often described as a “swiss 
army knife” for her versatility in hosting numerous radio and TV programs, including 
The Current (CBC), Q (CBC), and The Agenda (TVO).  In her off-air life, Chattopadhyay has 
three young children and is married to fellow CBC journalist Peter Armstrong.
 
Mark Medley is The Globe and Mail’s books editor. He previously spent almost eight years 
at the National Post, where he served as books editor and wrote about arts and culture. A 
graduate of Queen’s University and Ryerson University, his work has appeared in publica-
tions across Canada, including The Walrus and Toronto Life. He currently lives in Toronto 
with his wife, son, and an evil cat.
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12:00PM – 12:30PM

12:30PM – 1:00PM

THE PATCH

THROUGH THE EyES OF A CHILD

SIT
The seated child. With a single powerful image, Deborah Ellis draws our attention to nine 
children and the situations they find themselves in, often through no fault of their own. In 
each story, a child makes a decision and takes action, be that a tiny gesture or a life-altering 
choice. These children find the courage to face their situations in ways large and small, in 
this eloquent collection from a master storyteller. • groundwood books

Deborah Ellis is best known for her Breadwinner series, which has been published 
in twenty-five languages and has earned more than $1 million in royalties to benefit 
Canadian Women for Women in Afghanistan and Street Kids International. She has re-
ceived the Ontario Library Association’s President’s Award for Exceptional Achievement, 
and she has been named to the Order of Canada.

What happens when a sprawling, whimsical, and ultra modern family greets their grumpy, 
conservative grandfather for a long-term stay? How powerful can the decision of a child 
be? Join us as Deborah Ellis and Emma Donoghue help us answer these questions and 
more as they present their latest works for children. 

BE READy FOR THE LIGHTNING
This is not just the story of what happens to Veda on one shattering day—it’s the story 
of a life, and the bonds of loyalty and love. Veda’s story asks us to think what we might 
do in her shoes and how far we’d go to protect the people we love—both in moments of 
crisis and in the small moments along the way. The bravery Veda finds during the hijack-
ing, and after, is an unexpected one that comes not from superior bravery, but from the 
raw honesty of the marginalized and the misunderstood. • random house oF canada
 
Grace O’Connell is the author of The Globe and Mail Best Book Magnified World and the 
2014 winner of the Canadian Authors Association Emerging Writer Award. She holds an 
MFA in creative writing, and her work has appeared in various publications including 
The Walrus, Taddle Creek, The Globe and Mail, National Post, and Elle Canada. She teaches 
creative writing at the University of Toronto and works as a freelance writer and editor. 
@yesgrace

Bestselling author Chris Turner brings readers onto the streets of Fort McMurray, showing 
the myriad ways the oilsands affects our lives. The Patch is the definitive story of the oil-
sands and its high-stakes collision between two conflicting worldviews—one of industrial 
triumph and another of environmental stewardship. Told through the eyes of those who 
live in it day-to-day, with remarkable clarity and urgency, it asks if we are to both fuel the 
world and save it, what do we do about The Patch? • sImon & schusTer canada
 
Chris Turner is an award-winning author and one of Canada’s leading writers and speak-
ers on climate change solutions and the global energy transition. His bestsellers The Leap 
and The Geography of Hope were both National Business Book Award finalists. His feature 
writing has earned nine National Magazine Awards. He lives in Calgary with his wife, 
Ashley Bristowe, and their two children.
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THE LOTTERyS PLUS ONE
Sumac Lottery is the fifth of seven kids in her (VERY) large, (EXTREMELY) unruly family. 
With four parents, a parrot, a dog, a rat, and two cats, the sprawling Victorian house they 
call Camelottery is already quite full. But one day, Sumac gets the news that one of their 
grandfathers will be coming to live with them. Suddenly, everything changes. Grumps is 
worse than just tough to get along with—Grumps has got to go! But can Sumac help him 
find a home where he belongs? • harpercollIns canada

Emma Donoghue spent eight years in Cambridge doing a PhD in eighteenth-century 
literature before moving to London, Ontario, where she lives with her partner and their 
two children. She is best known for her novels, which range from the historical to the 
contemporary. Her novel Room was a New York Times Bestseller, a New York Times Best 
Book of 2010, and a finalist for the Man Booker, Commonwealth, and Orange prizes. The 
Lotterys Plus One is her first novel for young readers.

Amazon.ca bestsellers stage

1:45PM – 2:15PM

2:15PM – 2:45PM

ALL WE SAW

BROTHER

Internationally bestselling and award-winning author of Fugitive Pieces and The Winter 
Vault, Anne Michaels brings us a collection of poems exploring one of her essential con-
cerns: “what love makes us capable of, and incapable of.” Here is the paradox at the heart 
of loss, the ways in which passion must accept, must insist, that “death . . . give / not only 
take from us.” These piercing poems treat desire in a style that is chaste, spare, figuratively 
modulated, almost classical. • mcclelland & sTewarT
 
Anne Michaels is a novelist and poet. Her books have been translated into over 45 
languages. She has been a finalist for the Governor General’s Award, the Giller Prize 
(twice), the Griffin Poetry Prize, among others, and longlisted for the International 
IMPAC Dublin Literary Award (twice). Her novel Fugitive Pieces was adapted into a feature 
film. She is Toronto’s Poet Laureate.

Brother explores questions of masculinity, family, race, and identity as they are played out 
in a Scarborough housing complex during the sweltering heat and simmering violence 
of the summer of 1991. Propelled by the pulsing beats and styles of hip hop, Francis, the 
older of the two brothers, dreams of a future in music. Michael’s dreams are of Aisha, the 
smartest girl in their high school. But the bright hopes of all three are violently, irrevoca-
bly thwarted by a tragic shooting. • mcclelland & sTewarT

David Chariandy grew up in Toronto and lives and teaches in Vancouver. His debut 
novel, Soucouyant, received stunning reviews and nominations from 11 literary awards 
juries, including a Governor General’s Literary Award shortlisting, a Gold Independent 
Publisher Award for Best Novel, and the Scotiabank Giller Prize longlist. Brother is his 
second novel.
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2:45PM – 3:15PM

4:00PM – 4:45PM

4:45PM – 5:15PM

THAT’S My BABy

JUST COOL IT!

DEER LIFE

A young woman in Deseronto, Hanora, is told about her adoption 18 years before, but 
given no details. Determined to uncover the mysteries of her identity, Hanora travels to 
Europe with her cousin Billie as war looms and as her great love, Tobe, enlists in the 
Infantry. Decades later, the truth remains beyond her grasp, until a newly discovered set of 
diaries allow her to piece together her history and her own place in the world. 
• harpercollIns canada

Frances Itani has written 17 books. That’s My Baby is partly set during the jazz/big-band 
era of WW2. Other novels are Tell, shortlisted for the Giller Prize; the bestseller, Deafening, 
available in 17 countries, winner of a Commonwealth Award, shortlisted for the 
International IMPAC Dublin Award, and recently optioned for a TV mini-series; Requiem 
chosen by the Washington Post as a top fiction title of 2012; and bestseller Remembering 
the Bones. Frances is a Member of the Order of Canada.

Just Cool It! is a resounding post-Paris Agreement wake-up call about the urgency of the 
climate crisis that offers a range of practical solutions—and, above all, hope. David Suzuki 
and Ian Hanington offer a comprehensive look at the current state of climate science and 
knowledge and the many ways to resolve the climate crisis, imploring us to do what’s 
necessary to live in a better, cleaner future. When enough people demand action, change 
starts happening—and this time, it could be monumental. • greysTone books

David Suzuki is an internationally renowned geneticist and environmentalist and a re-
cipient of UNESCO’s Kalinga Prize for the Popularization of Science and the 2009 Right 
Livelihood Award. Host of the long running CBC television program The Nature of Things, 
he is also the author of more than fifty books.

Ian Hanington is Senior Editor at the David Suzuki Foundation and is co-author with 
David Suzuki of Everything Under the Sun. He has worked as a researcher, news reporter, 
opinion-column writer, critic, and editor for a variety of newspapers and magazines and 
was editor of Canada’s largest alternative newsweekly, the Georgia Straight. He lives in 
Vancouver, B.C.

A humorously dark fairy tale of witchcraft, bullying, revenge, and a mysterious bowler hat. 
Ron Sexsmith takes the visual way with words usually showcased in his award-winning 
music and brings it to this whimsical yet serious story about a boy who finds out what 
happens when you kill a dog that belongs to a witch. • dundurn press

Ron Sexsmith is an internationally acclaimed, Juno Award-winning recording artist. He 
spends most of his time writing songs, touring, and making records. Deer Life was mostly 
written on the road, during long drives and in dressing rooms and hotel rooms. Ron lives 
in Stratford, Ontario.
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5:15PM – 5:45PMTHIS GLORIOUS QUEST

ONE BROTHER SHy
From the two-time winner of the Stephen Leacock Medal for Humour, and author of The 
Best Laid Plans, comes a new story about a man tormented by an event from his youth, and 
the journey he finds himself on to heal and to learn who he is. • mcclelland & sTewarT

A two-time winner of the Stephen Leacock Medal for Humour, Terry Fallis is the award-
winning author of five national bestsellers, including his most recent, Poles Apart, all pub-
lished by McClelland & Stewart. His sixth novel, One Brother Shy, was published by M&S 
in May 2017. He lives in Toronto with his wife and two sons, and blogs at www.terryfallis.
com. Follow @TerryFallis on Twitter.

SEARCHING FOR PETRONIUS TOTEM
An utterly original, wild, and satirical novel about a cross-country road trip, the meaning 
of art, and—as would be expected—flying edible robot chickens. • Freehand books

Peter Unwin is the author of numerous books, including Life Without Death, which was 
shortlisted for the 2014 Trillium Award. He has also been shortlisted for the Leacock 
Medal for Humour. He lives in Toronto with his family.

We are all searching for something: car keys, TV remote, favourite sweater, happiness. 
Terry Fallis brings us Alex MacAskill, who is thrust into uncovering the mystery of his 
family; a journey that takes him from Ottawa to London to Yaroslavl, Russia. Meanwhile, 
Jack Vesoovian hunts down his life-long literary friend Petronius Totem as told by Peter 
Unwin. 
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11:00AM – 12:15PMPRESENTING THE PAST: ADVENTURES 
IN HISTORICAL FICTION

HOST

PIAU: JOURNEy TO THE PROMISED LAND
Acadian leader, Pierre Belliveau, known as Piau, led hundreds of Acadians into the wil-
derness to escape the Acadian Expulsion. He vowed to lead them to the Promised Land, 
where they could live without fear of deportation. Over the years he became a prisoner 
of war, was deported to Boston, and built a castle before finally leading his people to 
Memramcook, New Brunswick, the Promised Land.  • dundurn press

Bruce Murray is a former singer-songwriter who recorded with CBS and Capitol Records. 
He has degrees from St. Francis Xavier University and the University of Toronto, and an 
M.A. in history from the University of Victoria. Bruce lives in Toronto.

MEN WALKING ON WATER
Men Walking on Water opens on a winter’s night in 1927, when a motley gang of small-
time smugglers huddled on the banks of the Detroit River witness a decrepit Model T 
loaded with whisky break through the ice and go under—and with it, driver Alfred Moss 
and a bundle of money. From this defining moment, the novel weaves a startling, enthrall-
ing story with the missing man at its centre, a man who affects all the characters—a group 
that includes con men, murderers, thieves, priests, prostitutes, teetotalers, widowers, ad-
dicts, assassins, cops, and federal agents—in different ways. • knopF canada

Emily Schultz’s previous works of fiction include Black Coffee Night and Joyland, which 
received rave reviews and award nominations. She has also published an acclaimed book 
of poetry, Songs for the Dancing Chicken. Both of her novels Heaven is Small and The Blondes 
were finalists for the Trillium Award. Schultz is the co-founder, with husband Brian 
Joseph Davis, of the popular and influential online literary magazine Joyland.

History is the curious place where reality often gets the embellishments of a story, the 
place where real people become folk heroes and heroes are revealed to be people just 
like us. Bruce Murray, Emily Schultz, Lesley Krueger, and Eva Stachniak bring their 
heroes from the history books to the deck of the Tall Ship Kajama in stories crafted from 
tales and truths. 

Deborah Dundas became the Books Editor at the Toronto Star after reviewing books 
for the paper for more than 15 years. She has worked in the media for more than 25 
years—including stints as a books editor, but also in business, lifestyle, and national and 
city politics. She’s worked at CTV and TVO, both as an editor/producer and reporting, 
interviewing, or producing shows on emerging artists, popular writers, and literary pow-
erhouses. She’s also lived and worked in Northern Ireland and feels that the books beat is 
the perfect marriage of her diverse experience and interests.
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12:30PM – 1:45PM OF MEN AND GODS

QUANTUM NIGHT
Experimental psychologist Jim Marchuk has developed a flawless technique for identify-
ing the previously undetected psychopaths lurking everywhere in society. But while being 
cross-examined about his breakthrough in court, Jim is shocked to discover that he has 
lost his memories of six months of his life from 20 years previously—a dark time during 
which he himself committed heinous acts. Jim is reunited with Kayla Huron, his forgot-
ten girlfriend and now a quantum physicist, who has made a discovery about the nature 
of human consciousness. They combine forces in a race against time to see if they can 
change human nature. • ace

Robert J. Sawyer was born in Ottawa and lives in Mississauga with his wife, poet Carolyn 
Clink. He has won both the Hugo and Nebula Awards for best novel. The ABC TV series 
FlashForward was based on his novel of the same name.

Robert J. Sawyer gives a psychologist the power to spot hidden psychopaths. Lesley 
Livingston has a Celtic warrior princess fight for her enemy Caesar. And Sylvain Neuvel 
calls down a mysterious vessel from the heavens. These stories of powers known and forces 
unquantifiable will make balancing the scales a difficult act. 

MAD RICHARD
Mad Richard follows the young Richard Dadd—called the most promising artist of his 
generation—as he develops his craft, contemplates the nature of art and fame, and ulti-
mately finds himself imprisoned in Bedlam for murder. In 1853, Charlotte Brontë visits 
Richard at Bedlam and finds an unexpected kinship in his feverish mind and his haunting 
work. Mad Richard is a riveting story of talent and the price it exacts, set in a richly imag-
ined Victorian England. • ecw press

Lesley Krueger is a novelist and screenwriter. Richard Dadd’s first cousin-in-law five times 
removed (if she has the genealogy right), Lesley drew on family information unknown to 
biographers in writing Mad Richard. The author of six books, she lives with her husband 
in Toronto where she’s an avid member of a women’s hockey league and a writer-mentor 
at the Canadian Film Centre. Find her online at LesleyKrueger.com.

THE CHOSEN MAIDEN
The lush, sweeping story of a remarkable dancer who charts her own course through the 
tumultuous years of early twentieth-century Europe. Beautifully blending fiction with 
fact, The Chosen Maiden plunges readers into an artistic world upended by modernity, 
immersing them in the experiences of the era’s giants, from Anna Pavlova and Serge 
Diaghilev to Coco Chanel and Pablo Picasso. • doubleday canada

Eva Stachniak was born in Wrocław, Poland. She came to Canada in 1981 and has 
worked for Radio Canada International and Sheridan College, where she taught English 
and Humanities. She is the bestselling author of The Winter Palace, Empress of the Night, 
Necessary Lies, and Garden of Venus. She lives in Toronto.
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WAKING GODS
Twenty-six years ago: A girl in South Dakota falls through the earth, then wakes up dozens 
of feet below ground on the palm of what seems to be a giant metal hand. Nine years ago: 
She is a top-level physicist leading a team of people to understand exactly what that hand 
is, where it came from, and what it portends for humanity. Today: with the remainder 
of the giant robot found and assembled, every question answered about the mysterious 
contraption raises two more. • del rey

Sylvain Neuvel dropped out of high school at age 15. Along the way, he has been a jour-
nalist, worked in soil decontamination, sold ice cream in California, and peddled furni-
ture across Canada. He received a Ph.D. in linguistics from the University of Chicago. He 
taught linguistics in India and worked as a software engineer in Montreal. He is also a 
certified translator, though he wishes he were an astronaut. He likes to tinker, dabbles in 
robotics, and is somewhat obsessed with Halloween.

2:00PM – 3:15PMSTORy OF THE GAME

Hockey, baseball, and wrestling: we present the lore surrounding the love of these most 
Canadian of sports. Lance Hornby takes us through the Leafs' history in Toronto, Stacey 
May Fowles explains exactly why baseball is so special, and Bertrand Hébert and Pat 
Laprade tell the story of the infamous wrestler Maurice “Mad Dog” Vachon.

TORONTO AND THE MAPLE LEAFS
On December 19, 2017, the Toronto Maple Leafs officially turn 100. In the spirit of the 
centenary celebrations, Toronto and the Maple Leafs explores the city’s relationship with its 
most beloved sports team. Veteran Leafs and NHL columnist Lance Hornby shows how 
the pulse of the city and team became one through two world wars, the Depression, and 
the zany Harold Ballard years. An unforgettable book about the good teams, bad games, 
and bizarre times of this franchise’s history. • ecw press

Lance Hornby has covered the Maple Leafs and the NHL for the Toronto Sun since 1986.

Author cruises

THE VALIANT
A richly-imagined, gripping historical fantasy for fans of Sarah J. Maas and Cinda 
Williams Chima, The Valiant recounts seventeen-year-old Fallon’s tumultuous journey 
from fierce Celtic princess to legendary female gladiator and darling of the Roman 
empire. • harpercollIns canada

Lesley Livingston is an award-winning author of teen fiction, best known for her 
Wondrous Strange trilogy. Lesley holds a Master’s Degree in English from the University 
of Toronto and was a principal performer in a Shakespearean theatre company, special-
izing in performances for teen audiences, for more than a decade.
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BASEBALL LIFE ADVICE
For Stacey May Fowles, the game of baseball is one of “long pauses punctuated by tiny 
miracles.” In this entertaining and thoughtful book, Fowles gives us a refreshingly candid 
and personal perspective on subjects ranging from bat flips to bandwagoners, from the 
romance of spring training to the politics of booing, from the necessity of taking a hard 
look at players’ injuries and mental health issues to finding solace at the ballpark. 
• mcclelland & sTewarT

Stacey May Fowles is an award-winning novelist, journalist, and essayist, and the na-
tional bestselling author of Baseball Life Advice: Loving the Game that Saved Me. She has 
written about sports for The Globe and Mail, The Walrus, Blue Jays Nation, Torontoist, the 
National Post, Deadspin, Hazlitt, and Vice Sports, among others. She has been a frequent 
guest on CBC Radio’s Metro Morning and is a former member of q’s sports panel. She lives 
in Toronto. Follow her on Twitter @MissStaceyMay.

Author cruises

3:30PM – 4:45PM ON THE BRINK OF MADNESS

Good versus evil is the archetype to rule them all, but sometimes it can be hard to tell 
which side is which. From the minds of Nick Cutter, Ron Corbett, and David Demchuk 
come the grey-area battles of religious cults, assassins, biker gangs, cops, and monsters. 

LITTLE HEAVEN
An all-new epic tale of terror and redemption set in the hinterlands of midcentury New 
Mexico from the acclaimed author of The Troop—which Stephen King raved “scared the 
hell out of me and I couldn’t put it down...old-school horror at its best.” 
• sImon & schusTer canada

Nick Cutter is the national bestselling author of The Troop (winner of the James Herbert 
Award for Horror Writing), The Deep, and The Acolyte, and is a pseudonym for the author 
Craig Davidson, the acclaimed literary writer of novels such as Cataract City, Rust and 
Bone, and The Fighter.

MAD DOG: THE MAURICE VACHON STORy
Who was Maurice the man, and who was Mad Dog the character? Maurice “Mad Dog” 
Vachon was a gold medalist, a pro-wrestling legend, and a pop culture icon—but he was 
also a son, husband, and father. Mad Dog explores Vachon’s career and personal struggles 
with detailed historical research and through both Maurice’s own recollections and those 
of the people who knew him best. This is the amazing tale of how a lifelong make-believe 
heel became a real-life hero outside of the ring. • random house canada
 
Bertrand Hébert co-wrote Pat Patterson’s autobiography, Accepted. He also co-wrote 
Wrestling Observer Newsletter’s 2013 book of the year, Mad Dogs, Midgets and Screw Jobs 
with Pat Laprade. He lives in Beauharnois, Quebec.
 

Pat Laprade is the co-author of Sisterhood of the Squared Circle and Wrestling Observer 
Newsletter’s 2013 book of the year, Mad Dogs, Midgets and Screw Jobs. He created the 
Quebec wrestling Hall of Fame, and lives in Montreal.
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THE BONE MOTHER
Three neighbouring villages on the Ukrainian/Romanian border are the final refuge for 
the last of the mythical creatures of Eastern Europe – the Rusalka, the Strigoi, the Vedma, 
among many others. Now, on the eve of the war that may eradicate their kind—and with 
the ruthless Night Police descending upon their sanctuary—they tell their stories and 
confront their destinies. • chIzIne publIcaTIons

“A master of bowel-loosening terror” (The Globe and Mail), David Demchuk has been 
writing for stage, print and other media for more than thirty years. Primarily known as a 
playwright, his works have been produced in Toronto, New York, Winnipeg, Edmonton, 
Vancouver, Chicago, San Francisco, at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival and in London, 
England. His debut novel, The Bone Mother, was published by ChiZine Publications in 
July 2017.

RAGGED LAKE: A FRANK yAKABUSKI MySTERy
While working one afternoon on the Northern Divide, a young tree-marker makes a 
grisly discovery: in a squatter’s cabin near an old mill town, a family has been murdered. 
Detective Frank Yakabuski arrives in Ragged Lake to solve the family’s murder, but no one 
is willing to talk. With a winter storm coming, Yakabuski sequesters the locals in a fishing 
lodge as he investigates the area. Before long, he is fighting to stay alive and protect the few 
innocents left living in the desolate woods. • ecw press

Ron Corbett is an author, journalist, and broadcaster living in Ottawa. The author of 
seven non-fiction books, this is his first novel. He is married to award-winning photojour-
nalist Julie Oliver.
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12:30PM – 1:30PM

11:30AM – 12:30PM

REDEFINING FEMINISM: THE NEW 
FEMME FATALE

DESIGNING TORONTO

HOST
Adele Weder is a writer, curator, and correspondent for design journals and anthologies in 
Canada and abroad, and is the acting editor of Canadian Architect magazine. Her national-
ly travelling exhibition ‘Ron Thom and the Allied Arts’ exhibited at the Gardiner Museum 
in 2014. She has a Masters of Advanced Studies in Architecture from the University of 
British Columbia, and has co-authored several books on Canadian architecture. A former 
Torontonian, she now divides her time between Vancouver, Toronto, and Haida Gwaii.
 
Shawn Micallef is the author of Frontier City: Toronto on the Verge of Greatness (2017), The 
Trouble with Brunch: Work, Class and the Pursuit of Leisure (2014), Full Frontal TO (2012), 
and Stroll: Psychogeographic Walking Tours of Toronto (2010). He’s a weekly columnist at the 
Toronto Star, and a senior editor and co-founder of Spacing magazine. In 2002, while a resi-
dent at the CFC’s Media Lab, he co-founded [murmur], the location-based mobile phone 
documentary project that spread to over 25 cities globally. Shawn teaches at the University 
of Toronto and was a 2011-2012 Canadian Journalism Fellow at Massey College.
 
Miriam Ho is an architectural designer, writer, and editor based in Toronto. She has 
worked for some of the world’s most innovative design firms, including Philip Beesley 
Architecture Inc. in Toronto, Dominique Perrault Architects, and Jean de Gastines & 
Shigeru Ban Architects in Paris and New York.  Her work has been exhibited at The 
Gladstone Hotel in Toronto and at the Musée national des beaux-arts du Québec.  She 
is working on a chapter for an upcoming book on Vernacular Architecture: A New World 
Survey to be published by Thames and Hudson.  She is a co-editor of –SITE Magazine.
 
Ruth Jones is a Toronto-based writer and editor. She holds a PhD in French and 
Francophone Studies from UCLA, with research focusing on literary subjectivity, per-
ception, and urban space, and has taught courses on writing and infrastructural space at 
ArtCenter College of Design. With Jen Davis, she is currently at work on a critical transla-
tion of the French architect Patrick Bouchain. Her writing has appeared in the Los Angeles 
Review of Books, Canadian Architect, and Quebec Studies. She is one of the managing editors 
at –SITE Magazine.

Toronto is at the edge of a new epoch—with elections on the horizon and urban intensi-
fication on order, the future of our city’s architecture is yet to be designed. International 
experts and Canadian magazine contributors Adele Weder (Canadian Architect), Shawn 
Micallef (Spacing), and Miriam Ho and Ruth Jones (—SITE Magazine) will share their 
design visions of the new urban frontier.

Feminism has been on trend this year, but how are young people defining it for their 
generation? From the mouth of babes, and expert editors, hear both points of view on 
the unique challenges for and innovations by youth (13-21). Andreya Klobucar (Mimp 
Magazine), Tina Zafreen Alam and Arina Moiseychenko (Shameless Magazine), and 
Lorraine Zander and Mikeila Marianetti (Faze Magazine) approach the tough topics 
and pop-culture indulgences with empowering and compelling perspectives. 
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1:30PM – 2:30PM POETIC LICENSE: SHAPING OUR 
VIEWS ON CULTURE

HOST
Eighteen-year-old Andreya Klobucar is the founding Editor-In-Chief of Mimp Magazine: 
a non-profit online and print magazine for young women with a feminist tone, that aims 
to challenge media standards by promoting intersectionality, body diversity, and self love. 
Her goal has always been to create a supportive community of strong women who em-
power and inspire one another through powerful words and images. Andreya is also a 
photographer and creative content producer, constantly developing new concepts and 
ideas. You can often find her on the TTC or in a Starbucks, scribbling in her notebook or 
typing away on her laptop.
 
Tina Zafreen Alam is a diasporic Bangladeshi poet who happens to reside in Toronto. 
She is a VONA (Voices of our Nations Arts Foundation) Alum and has worked at many 
film festivals including: Inside Out Toronto LGBT Film Festival, Toronto Reel Asian 
International Film Festival, Hot Docs Canadian International Documentary Festival and 
TIFF (Toronto International Film Festival). Tina Zafreen is also a blog editor at Shameless 
Magazine.
 
Arina Moiseychenko is an 18-year-old Russian immigrant, focusing her poetry, music, 
and art on radical healing, astrology, and self love. She is a concert promoter within the 
independent music scene in Toronto, has toured the continent fronting a band, and will 
be studying social work in September, while being on the Youth Advisory Board for 
Shameless Magazine, and working in a kitchen. Arina’s work has been featured in Shameless 
Magazine, Noisey and Maximum Rock N’ Roll. 
 
After discovering her passion to support and empower young women, Lorraine Zander 
launched Faze Magazine in 2000. Hailed by the press, within a year its circulation exploded 
from 10,000 to 500,000 copies, making it the third-largest print run in Canada. Lorraine 
has fully embraced her role as a mentor to young women, having personally coached over 
two hundred interns and team members. As Faze’s Editor-in-Chief, Lorraine is a sought 
after youth expert by notables including MuchMusic, CTV, National Post, MTV, Toronto 
Star, Entertainment Tonight, City Pulse, and more.

Mikeila Marianetti is a 17-year-old singer born and raised in Mississauga, Ontario. Her 
father Michael Marianetti has battled Multiple Sclerosis since 1998. Her mother Leilanie 
Lingat Marianetti is the primary caregiver to her father by day, and a part time worker in 
the evenings. Mikeila has a great passion for music and has been singing since she was a 
toddler—with an Italian-Filipino heritage you can bet there was a karaoke machine in the 
house, and she always had a microphone in hand singing to her heart’s content. She began 
singing on stage in talent shows and participated in church and school choirs.

Canadian magazines play host to some of our country’s best poetry and prose. Often the 
starting point for Canadian authors, literary journals have an important role in support-
ing cultural activity. So who are the poets of tomorrow, and what voices are taking shape? 
Take a journey through the literary landscape with Nailah King (Room), Alejandro 
Saravia (The Apostles Review), Brett Popplewell (The Feathertale Review), and Laurie D. 
Graham (Brick).
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2:30PM – 3:30PMTURBULENT TIMES: 
A GLOBAL SURVEy

HOST
Anne Kingston is a journalist, author, and broadcaster. Currently a columnist and se-
nior writer for Maclean’s, Anne has also worked for The Globe and Mail, Saturday Night 
magazine, and the National Post. Her work has been honoured with four gold National 
Magazine Awards. Her first book, The Edible Man: Dave Nichol, President’s Choice and the 
Making of Popular Taste, won the National Business Book Award. Her second book, The 
Meaning of Wife, was published internationally. She is currently completing her third 
book, an investigation into medical politics.

HOST
Nailah King is a writer whose work focuses on social justice and explores racism, 
discrimination, identity, and her Caribbean heritage. She is also a member of the Room 
editorial collective.
 

Alejandro Saravia is a Canadian-Bolivian author. He settled down in Montreal in 1986 
where he started writing again. His latest publications include Jaguar con el corazón en 
la mano (2010) and L'homme polyphonique (2014). He is the co-director of the Montreal 
literary magazine The Apostles Review.
 
Brett Popplewell is an author, editor, and professor. His longform journalism in Canadian 
magazines has taken him from the foot of Mount Everest, to the site of a plane crash in 
Russia, a chess tournament in Iceland and a marksmanship academy in Alberta. He is 
also the founding editor of The Feathertale Review, a literary journal devoted to humour. 
At Feathertale, he has published more than 300 works of fiction penned by Canadians 
he has never met and has led an editorial team to NMAs for Best Single Issue in 2012 
(Gold) and 2014 (Silver). He is co-author of The Escapist: Cheating Death on the World’s 
Highest Mountains (HarperCollins Canada, 2016) and an assistant professor of journalism 
at Carleton University.
 
Laurie D. Graham is a poet, an editor, the publisher of Brick magazine, and a member of 
the advisory board for the University of Regina Press’s Oskana Poetry & Poetics series. She 
has been involved with Brick in various capacities since 2010, and she has also worked with 
The Malahat Review, and the now-dearly-departed Toronto-based literary journal Descant. 
Settler Education, her second book of poetry, was a finalist for this year’s Trillium Award 
for Poetry. She comes from Treaty 6 territory (Sherwood Park, Alberta) and currently lives 
in Haldimand Treaty territory (Kitchener, Ontario).

It seems that news is becoming increasingly international, and Canada seems to be 
making an equally big splash in that global community. So how do we find our place as 
a “glocal” citizen and how do we separate fact from fake news? We can start by reading 
Canadian publications. Gain valuable perspective with Anne Kingston (Maclean’s), 
Erica Lenti (This Magazine), Jessica Johnson (The Walrus), and Bob Chodos (Inroads: The 
Canadian Journal of Opinion) as they highlight what global stories you should be paying 
attention to, and the unique Canadian context that informs them. 
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3:30PM – 4:30PM SEX, DRUGS, AND ROCK 'N' ROLL:
CANADIAN POP-CULTURE

HOST 
Kevin Ritchie is the senior culture editor at Toronto alt-weekly NOW Magazine. He began 
his journalism career as a general assignment newspaper reporter and later moved to the 
arts and entertainment beat, covering the worlds of music, television, film, and design as a 
freelancer and staff writer for a variety of consumer and trade publications.
 
Emily Landau is a senior editor at Toronto Life magazine, where she edits features and 
culture coverage. Her writing has appeared in Toronto Life, GQ, The Globe and Mail, 
Chatelaine, and The Walrus.

David Berry is a writer and critic living in Toronto but usually pretty careful to mention 
that he’s originally from Edmonton. He spent five years as an arts and culture columnist 
at the National Post, and his work has appeared in, among other places, The Globe and Mail, 
Hazlitt, Toronto Life, and the CBC.
 
According to her Twitter bio, Sarah Murphy is a generic 20-something. A graduate of 
Ryerson’s Master of Journalism program and former CBC intern, she is currently an as-
sistant online editor at Exclaim! Magazine—where she’s the self-appointed expert on all 
things Beyoncé and Taylor Swift.

Erica Lenti is an award-winning editor and writer based in Toronto. She is the editor of 
This Magazine, Canada's magazine for progressive politics, culture, and ideas. Her writing 
has appeared in Toronto Life, The Walrus, TVO, Hazlitt, and Maisonneuve. Follow her on 
Twitter @ericalenti. 

Jessica Johnson is Creative Director of The Walrus and, for the last year, she has also served 
as the magazine’s fiction editor. An award-winning journalist, she has contributed to a 
number of publications across North America, including Saturday Night, The Globe & 
Mail, Lucky, Elle, and The New Republic. Jessica is a former editor and columnist for The 
Globe & Mail and the former books editor of the National Post. From 2009 to 2015, she 
was also the head copywriter behind the successful transformation of Hudson’s Bay, the 
347-year-old department store. Jessica is a graduate of the UBC Creative Writing program.

Bob Chodos has been managing editor of Inroads: The Canadian Journal of Opinion since 
2002. Before that he was editor of Compass: A Jesuit Journal and the Canadian Forum, and 
he has also served in an editorial capacity with the Last Post, This Magazine, Voices Across 
Boundaries and Vox Feminarum. He is the author or co-author of fourteen books, including 
The Caribbean Connection (1977), Quebec and the American Dream (1991), and Canada and 
the Global Economy (1993), and has translated more than twenty books from French to 
English. He lives in New Hamburg, Ontario.

With Justin Trudeau as Prime Minister and local music icons like Drake and Alessia Cara 
on the scene, Canada has staked a claim on the pop-culture map. What entertainment is 
stimulating Canadian pride, ego, and fandom? Here is your chance to find what’s bub-
bling on and under the surface of music, movies, art, and more. Kevin Ritchie (NOW 
Magazine), Emily Landau (Toronto Life), David Berry, and Sarah Murphy (Exclaim! 
Magazine) will share who and what is trending in the scene.
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HOST 
A long-time publishing and marketing executive, David McConnachie is proud to 
be the Publisher of Alternatives Journal (A\J). David was the Director of Publishing 
for the National Hockey League, a professor of marketing at Seneca College, the CEO 
of YourLogoGoesHere.com, and SVP Communications for GameDay Leadership 
Management Consultancy, among other career positions. A later-day environmentalist, 
David appreciates reading all the new insights and innovations that will help Canada 
evolve to a more sustainable, low-carbon future.
 
Rhonda Teitel-Payne coordinated and managed urban agriculture and other community 
food programs at The Stop Community Food Centre for 14 years. Rhonda also contribut-
ed to city-wide food security initiatives as a member of the Toronto Food Policy Council, 
Toronto Community Garden Network, World Crops project, Parks and Recreation 
Community Garden Advisory Committee, Plant a Row Grow a Row, and GrowTO. 
Rhonda received a Vital People award from the Toronto Community Foundation and 
was named Inspirational Leader of the Year by the Ontario Association of Social Workers. 
http://torontourbangrowers.org
 
Brandon Hebor is a graduate of the Seneca Sustainable Business Management program 
(formerly the Green Business Management) and is currently an urban fish farmer and 
hydroponics expert. Put these together and what Hebor really does is aquaponics, raising 
tilapia, and growing massive heads of leafy greens and microgreen sprouts from nutri-
tious fish poo on Ripple Farms, which he cofounded with Steven Bourne. With his busi-
ness partner, Hebor speaks at events and teaches an Aquaponics 101 workshop–complete 
with a demonstration aquaculture unit. The pilot Ripple Farm sprouted at Toronto's 
Brickworks complex. Ask Brandon where his next aquaponics systems have dropped. 
ripplefarms.ca 
 
Raised on a 850 acre farm in Saskatchewan, Lara Kelly has been learning how to grow 
vegetables since birth. She worked on her parents’ organic and biodynamic farm all 
throughout her childhood and teenage years and went back as an adult to complete her 
internship. She later went on to start her own organic market garden business and was 
running a 100-person CSA member-based farm for the past few years. After she and her 
husband decided they preferred raising their children in Toronto, she sold her farm busi-
ness and now runs a veggie garden consultation business in Toronto. Lara also does guest 
speaker events and teaches workshops on urban veggie growing. Her clients in Toronto 
are people who want to learn and maintain their own edible vegetable gardens. For fur-
ther inquiries on what she does, email veggiegardenguru@hollyrayfarms.com.

URBAN FARMING: HyPER-LOCAL 
FOOD SOLUTIONS

4:30PM – 5:30PM

Join Alternatives Journal (A\J) to be enlightened and informed about the wealth of urban 
farming and agricultural opportunities and organizations within the GTA that can help 
you get closer to your food (and closer to nature in the process). Panelists will share ideas 
about the different ways that you can get involved in hyper-local food solutions (your own 
backyard or balcony is pretty local). Hosted by David McConnachie (A/J), selected sub-
ject matter experts include Rhonda Teitel-Payne (The Stop Community Food Centre), 
Brandon Hebor (Ripple Farms), and Lara Kelly (Holly Ray Farms).

The Voice of Canada’s
Environmental
Community
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longo’s Is The oFficIal Food supplIer For cooks 'n' books sTage

12:15PM – 1:00PM

1:15PM – 2:15PM

COOKING WITH CHEF CHIRP

THE FIRST MESS COOKBOOK

The First Mess Cookbook is filled with more of the exquisitely prepared plant-based reci-
pes and lush photography that fans of the blog have come to expect. With recipes for 
every meal of the day, like Fluffiest Multigrain Pancakes, Meyer Lemon Romanesco Glow 
Salad, and Eggplant “Bolognese” Pasta, and desserts like Earl Grey Tiramisu, The First Mess 
Cookbook is a must-have for any home cook looking to prepare nourishing plant-based 
meals with the best the seasons have to offer. • penguIn canada
 
Laura Wright is a recipe developer, food photographer, and the voice behind the award-
winning blog The First Mess, which she created after attending culinary school and work-
ing in farm-to-table and strictly vegan restaurants. Her work has been featured in The 
Huffington Post, the Martha Stewart Living Blog, The Kitchn, and Food52, among many other 
outlets. The First Mess was Saveur’s 2014 Editor’s Choice winner for Best Special Diets Blog. 
Wright lives in Southern Ontario.

For 20 years, Chirp Magazine has engaged children around the world through hands-on 
learning. Chirp recipes are a great way to build early literacy and math skills while having 
fun, too! Come meet Chirp and help him and Chirp editor Jackie Farquhar whip up a 
sweet treat.
 
As the editor of Chirp, Jackie Farquhar curates the magazine’s content, writes, and edits 
each issue. She also contributes to chickaDEE and OWL Magazines by editing fiction and 
writing the crafts and recipes—her desk is often covered in glitter and glue! But the best 
part of her job is getting to hang out with Chirp and meet readers at local events.

HOST
Karon Liu is the Toronto Star’s resident food writer and recipe tester, which means his job 
is to make sure a recipe is accurate before it gets published, whether it’s from a chef or a 
new cookbook. Before joining the Star, he was the staff food writer at The Grid and has 
contributed to publications like Sharp, Now Magazine, The Globe and Mail, Vice’s Munchies, 
and House & Home. His go-to cookbooks are The Joy of Cooking, Martha Stewart's Every Day 
Food: Great Food Fast, and Guy Gourmet. For the record, his name is pronounced Kar-on.
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2:30PM – 3:30PM

3:45PM – 4:45PM

COOKING WITH THE WOLFMAN: 
INDIGENOUS FUSION

SCHOOL yEAR SURVIVAL COOKBOOK

In Cooking with the Wolfman David Wolfman, a classically trained chef, and Marlene Finn 
blend together all the necessary ingredients to craft a special treat—Indigenous Fusion. 
Combining  storytelling, Indigenous recipes, classical cooking techniques, traditional in-
gredients, culture, and history, they have created both a highly useable cookbook and a 
revelatory story of personal experiences. Woven between the unique recipes are reflec-
tions on their relationship with food as individuals and as a family, as well as stories and 
practices from diverse indigenous nations across the Americas. Covering everything from 
the origin of bannock to the finer points of filleting a fish, Cooking with the Wolfman is 
accessible and engaging for cooks of all levels—from foodies looking to try locally for-
aged ingredients to Indigenous cooks interested in new ways to enjoy traditional foods. 
• harbour publIshIng

Born in Toronto, David Wolfman had an early start in the kitchen, helping his mom at 
home by the age of nine and working at a take-out counter by the age of 14. After estab-
lishing his name in the culinary industry, the indigenous community of Toronto discov-
ered Wolfman, a member of Xaxli’p First Nation, where he was immediately identified as 
a unique First Nations role model with professional culinary skills and natural leadership 
qualities. David works closely with his wife and business partner, Marlene Finn. Cooking 
with the Wolfman: Indigenous Fusion is their first cookbook.

Marlene Finn, M.Ed., is a consultant in Indigenous education and business. A member 
of the Métis Nation of Ontario, Marlene was born in Toronto. As agent to Chef David 
Wolfman, her husband and business partner, Marlene lends her project management 
skills to support his restaurant makeovers and her curriculum development skills to his 
training projects in indigenous tourism and family health. She is his videographer at 
cooking demonstrations and his number one fan.

From the authors of the bestselling cookbook How to Feed a Family and the bloggers 
behind The Sweet Potato Chronicles comes the cookbook that will help parents navigate 
the perils of the busy school year, one meal (and snack) at a time. The School Year Survival 
Cookbook is a fail-proof guide to the calendar-packed time that can break a parent’s spirit: 
the school year. For families, cooking from September to June is about way more than just 
packing lunch boxes. • appeTITe by random house

Laura Keogh is a journalist who has worked in the beauty and fashion worlds for 21 years. 
She was the beauty director for FASHION Magazine for eight years and has contributed 
to Today’s Parent and iVillage.ca. She is originally from New York City and now lives in 
Toronto with her family.

Ceri Marsh is a lifestyle journalist and regular contributor to The Kit and Today’s Parent. 
She was editor-in-chief of FASHION Magazine for eight years. She is the co-author of the 
bestselling books The Fabulous Girl’s Guide to Decorum and Code Red: The Fabulous Girl’s 
Guide to Grace Under Pressure. She lives in Toronto with her family.
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5:00PM – 6:00PMCLUELESS IN THE KITCHEN

Clueless in the Kitchen is designed for beginners—and other time-challenged cooks—who 
love good food cooked from scratch and have very little time for cooking. There are 
straightforward instructions needed to put together healthful meals and snacks (without 
obsessing). There is lots of information on preparing meals for a household, even if it 
includes vegetarians or picky eaters. Included are survival tips, knife skills, and useful 
cooking advice for everyone. • firefly books

Evelyn Raab’s popular “Cooking With Kids” column appeared for more than 20 years in 
Today’s Parent magazine.
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11:00AM – 11:30AMSTAND UP, SPEAK OUT

OUT STANDING IN THE FIELD
In her revealing and moving memoir, Sandra Perron, Canada’s first female infantry officer 
and a member of the Royal 22e Régiment—the legendary “Van Doos”—describes her 
fight against a system of institutional sexism. Out Standing in the Field is the story of a sol-
dier who refused to let her comrades or her country down, even while serving a military 
institution that failed her repeatedly.  • cormoranT books

Sandra Perron is a senior partner with A New Dynamic Enterprise Inc, specializing in 
Organizational Behaviour, Quality Engineering, and Lean Manufacturing. She has chaired 
the Minister’s Advisory Board on Employment Equity and is currently a member of the 
Board of Governors for the Corps of Commissionnaires in Québec. She is the founder and 
president of the Imagine… Project.

FAIRLy EQUAL: LAWyERING THE FEMINIST REVOLUTION
Lawyer, activist, and former Chatelaine legal columnist Linda Silver Dranoff details her 
trailblazing journey from a traditional 1950s childhood to the battlegrounds of the courts 
of law and the halls of power where she and a generation of women lawyers—supporting 
a larger feminist movement—championed the rights of Canadian women and families. 
• second sTory press

Linda Silver Dranoff, C.M., LSM is a lawyer, writer, and activist. As a lawyer she appeared 
at every level of court in a precedent-setting 38-year career. She had a 25-year stint as a 
columnist at Chatelaine and is the author of Every Canadian’s Guide to the Law. She has 
been an activist for the Family Law Act, appointed to the Order of Canada, and honoured 
many times including a Governor General’s Award in Commemoration of the Persons 
Case. She lives in Toronto.

The movement for women’s rights has had many moments of victory, but there is still so 
much work to be done. Take it from Sandra Perron and Linda Silver Dranoff as they 
share their stories of perseverance from within two of Canada’s largest institutions—the 
military and the law. 

Steven W. Beattie is the review editor at Quill & Quire magazine in Toronto. He also 
writes about short fiction for The Globe and Mail.

HOST

Great books marquee

11:30AM – 12:15PMTRUTH IS A FUNHOUSE MIRROR

Neil Gaiman once said that the best question a writer can ask is: “What if?” What if you 
were born on February 29 and only aged every four years? What if what lies on the Other 
Side is not what you expect? What if there was an alternate timeline where the Cold War 
never ended? Leave it to Daniel Grenier, Randal Graham, and Terri Favro to answer 
these burning questions. 

sponsored by
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THE LONGEST yEAR  
Thomas is a young boy growing up in Chattanooga, Tennessee, with a French-Canadian 
father, Albert, and an American mother, Laura. But beyond the fact that he lives between 
two cultures and languages, there’s something else about Thomas that sets him apart: he 
was born on February 29. Spanning three centuries and set against the backdrop of the 
Appalachians, from Quebec to Tennessee, The Longest Year is a magical and poignant story 
about family history, fateful dates, fragile destinies, and lives brutally ended and mysteri-
ously extended. • house oF anansI

Daniel Grenier was born in Brossard, Quebec, in 1980. His debut short story collection, 
Malgré tout on rit à Saint-Henri was published in 2012, and his first novel, L’année la plus 
longue (The Longest Year), won the Prix littéraire des collégiens and was a finalist for the 
Governor General’s Literary Award for French Fiction, the Prix des libraires, and the Prix 
littéraire France-Québec. Grenier has also translated numerous English-language works 
into French. He lives in Quebec City.

BEFORELIFE  
What if you went to heaven and no one there believed in Earth? This is the question at 
the heart of Beforelife, a satirical novel that follows the post-mortem adventures of Ian 
Brown, a man who dies and finds himself in an afterlife where no one else believes in 
“pre-incarnation.” While scouring the afterlife for his wife, Ian accidentally winds up on a 
quest to prove that the beforelife is real, putting him squarely into the crosshairs of some 
of history’s greatest heroes and villains. • ecw press

Randal Graham is a law professor at Western University. He lives in London, Ontario, 
with his wife and their Himalayan kitty.

SPUTNIK’S CHILDREN
Debbie Biondi is the creator of the Cold War era–inspired superhero series Sputnik Chick: 
Girl With No Past. With her comics’ popularity waning, Debbie decides to finally reveal 
the series’ origin. Sputnik Chick is based on Debbie’s own life in an alternate timeline. Or 
so she believes… Present-day Debbie is addicted to lorazepam and martinis, making her 
an unreliable narrator, at best. A time-bending novel, Sputnik’s Children explores what it 
was like to come of age in the Atomic Age. • ecw press

Growing up in the Niagara region during the Cold War, Terri Favro was told, “If they 
drop the bomb, we’ll be the first to go.” Today she is a CBC Literary Prize finalist; author of 
the award-winning novella, The Proxy Bride; and co-creator of the Bella comic book series. 
Terri lives in Toronto, Ontario, and blogs at TerriFavro.ca.

What can be known? What can be seen? What is simply in our imaginations? Take a po-
etic journey of discovery through the natural world with your guides Gillian Sze, Lisa 
Richter, and Roo Borson.  

PERCEPTION POETRy12:15PM – 1:00PM
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PANICLE
In Panicle, Gillian Sze makes her readers look and, more importantly, look again. It’s a 
collection that challenges our notion of seeing as a passive or automatic activity by asking 
us to question the process of looking. The book includes a creative translation of Roland 
Giguère’s Pouvoir du Noir, and sections on the moving image and the still image, exploring 
a wide range of periods, movements, and media. It ends with a meditative suite of poems 
that ruminate on nature, desire, and history. • ecw press

Gillian Sze is the author of five poetry collections, including Peeling Rambutan (Gaspereau 
Press, 2014) and Redrafting Winter (BuschekBooks, 2015), both of which were finalists for 
the QWF A.M. Klein Prize for Poetry. Her work has received awards such as the University 
of Winnipeg Writers’ Circle Prize and the 3Macs carte blanche Prize. She studied creative 
writing and English literature and has a Ph.D. in Études anglaises from Université de 
Montréal. She lives in Montreal.

CLOSER TO WHERE WE BEGAN
This diverse debut collection follows the speaker on a path of self-discovery and navigates 
the tension between memory and imagination, between the personal and the political, 
and the primacy of sensual, sensory, lived experience. The poet explores overlapping/
intersecting identities that shape and inform us, celebrating the importance of telling 
our stories as a means of bringing us closer to our authentic selves. • TIghTrope books

Lisa Richter’s work has appeared in or is forthcoming in The Puritan, Minola Review, The 
Malahat Review, Canthius, and lichen, amongst others, and has been longlisted for the CBC 
Poetry Prize. Closer to Where We Began is her first full-length collection of poetry. Lisa lives 
and teaches English in Toronto.

CARDINAL IN THE EASTERN WHITE CEDAR
After Roo Borson’s two previous collections – Short Journey Upriver Toward Oishida and 
Rain; road; an open boat – set the seasons in motion, focusing the poet’s mind on time, 
mortality, transience, and absence, Cardinal in the Eastern White Cedar arrives to complete 
the triptych. From the glittering, classically rendered image to a freighted, lucid, narrative 
line, Borson’s voice can shift and refract while holding true to the momentary facts of the 
shifting, given world. • mcclelland & sTewarT
 
Roo Borson has published thirteen previous books of poems, most recently Rain; road; 
an open boat and Short Journey Upriver Toward Oishida, winner of the Governor General’s 
Award, the Pat Lowther Memorial Award, and the Griffin Poetry Prize. She has also won 
awards for her essays. With Kim Maltman, she writes and translates collaboratively under 
the pen name Baziju. She lives in Toronto.

1:00PM – 1:30PMIN THE CAGE

Daniel is one of the most feared cage fighters in Mixed Martial Arts, closing in on great-
ness until an injury ruins his career. Forced back to his rural hometown, career derailed, 
he slips into the criminal underworld, moonlighting as muscle for a mid-level gangster 
he has known since childhood. Battling a cycle of rural poverty, Daniel and his wife Sarah 
struggle to secure a better life for their daughter, but Daniel sparks a conflict that can only 
be settled in blood. • bIblIoasIs

Great books marquee
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1:30PM – 2:00PM

2:00PM – 2:20PM

ONCE MORE WITH FEELING

VENERA DREAMS

Set over the course of a single year in a western prairie city, Once More with Feeling tells the 
story of a community through intersecting moments and interconnected lives. Featuring 
a cast of eclectic characters, Once More With Feeling is about a community, about a family, 
and about the way time makes fond fools of us all. Award-winning author Méira Cook has 
crafted a novel that is at once funny, poignant, and yes, full of feeling. • house oF anansI

Méira Cook is the award-winning author of the novels The House on Sugarbush Road, and 
Nightwatching. She has also published five poetry collections and has won the CBC Poetry 
Prize and the inaugural Walrus Poetry Prize. She has served as Writer in Residence at the 
University of Manitoba’s Centre for Creative Writing and Oral Culture, and the Winnipeg 
Public Library.

Somewhere in the Mediterranean lies the mysterious archipelago of Venera, a city-state 
drenched in erotic romanticism, fuelled by atavistic ritual, and suffused with surreal ad-
venture and intrigue. Outside forces repeatedly attempt to steal its most closely guarded 
treasure: the secret of the sacred spice vermilion, and its power to alter consciousness and 
perhaps even reality. • guernIca edITIons

Claude Lalumière is the author of Objects of Worship, The Door to Lost Pages, Nocturnes and 
Other Nocturnes, and Venera Dreams: A Weird Entertainment. Since 2002 he has published 
more than 100 stories, several of which have been translated into six languages, and adapt-
ed for stage, screen, audio, and comics. In summer 2016, he was one of 21 international 
short-fiction writers showcased at Serbia’s Kikinda Short 11: The New Deal. Originally 
from Montreal, he now lives in Ottawa.

Great books marquee

Kevin Hardcastle’s stories have appeared in Shenandoah, The Walrus, The New Quarterly, 
The Malahat Review, EVENT, PRISM International, and Joyland. His work has been antholo-
gized in Best Canadian Stories, and twice in The Journey Prize Stories. His debut collection 
of short stories Debris (Biblioasis, 2015) won the 2016 Trillium Book Award and the 2016 
ReLit Award for Short Fiction.

BE STILL, My RACING HEART2:20PM – 3:05PM

Buckle up as a street-smart art dealer unravels a mystery in corrupt Budapest, a highly 
intelligent sociopath reveals their secrets one by one, and a terrifying monster dredges up 
a brilliant forensic psychiatrist’s murky past. Let Anna Porter, Nicole Lundrigan, and 
Andrew Pyper make your heart race and your mind race faster. 

THE APPRAISAL
When wealthy octogenarian Geza Marton hires art expert Helena Marsh to buy back 
his family’s Titian painting, Helena flies to Budapest to close what she expects will be 
a reasonably simple sale. But nothing is ever simple in this beautiful, flawed city where 
corruption abounds. Smart, fast-paced, and wildly entertaining, The Appraisal is a terrific 
thriller set against Budapest’s corruption and lost promise. • ecw press
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THE SUBSTITUTE
The Girl on the Train meets We Need to Talk About Kevin in this finely crafted page-turner 
about a middle-school science teacher who innocently befriends one of his students. As 
the small community slowly turns against him, an anonymous narrator, a person of ex-
treme intelligence and emotional detachment, offers insight into events past and present. 
A deliciously creepy thriller that will keep you guessing to the very last page, The Substitute 
is a chilling look into the mind of a psychopath. • house oF anansI

Nicole Lundrigan is the author of five critically acclaimed novels, including Glass Boys 
and The Widow Tree. Her work has appeared on best of the year selections of The Globe 
and Mail and NOW Magazine, and she has been longlisted for the ReLit Award. Born in 
Ottawa and raised in Newfoundland, she now lives in Toronto.

THE ONLy CHILD
Dr. Lily Dominick has seen her share of bizarre cases as a forensic psychiatrist working 
with some of New York’s most dangerous psychotic criminals. But nothing can prepare 
Lily for her newest patient. Fusing relentless suspense with surprising emotion, The Only 
Child is a psychological thriller about family, identity, and monstrosity. It will keep you up 
until its last unforgettable revelation. • sImon & schusTer canada

Andrew Pyper is the author of eight novels, including The Only Child and The 
Demonologist, which won the International Thriller Writers award for Best Hardcover 
Novel and was selected for The Globe and Mail’s Best 100 Books of 2013 and Amazon’s 20 
Best Books of 2013. Among his previous books, Lost Girls won the Arthur Ellis Award and 
was a New York Times Notable Book of the Year, and The Killing Circle was a New York 
Times Best Crime Novel of the Year.

3:05PM – 3:45PMIN TRANSLATION

HUNTING HOUSES
Tessa is a 37-year-old real estate agent living in Montreal. She adores her husband and 
three young sons, but she’s deeply unhappy and questioning the set of choices that have 
led to her present life. With startling clarity and emotional force, Fanny Britt gives us a 
complex portrait of a woman and a marriage from the inside out. • house oF anansI

These three tales have been translated from their original French and Spanish for English-
speaking audiences—and we are lucky they have been! Fanny Britt, Monia Mazigh, and 
Alejandro Saravia bring us three very different books, all couched in the difficult life 
choices their protagonists work through. 

Great books marquee

Born in Budapest, Anna Porter is the award-winning author of seven books, both non-
fiction (The Ghosts of Europe, Kasztner’s Train, The Storyteller, and Buying a Better World) and 
mystery novels (Mortal Sins, Hidden Agenda, and Bookfair Murders). She co-founded Key 
Porter Books, an influential publishing house she ran for over 20 years. She is an Officer 
of the Order of Canada and has received the Order of Ontario. She lives in Toronto with 
her husband and the occasionally behaved dachshund, Gus.
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HOPE HAS TWO DAUGHTERS
Unwilling to endure a culture of silence and submission, and disowned by her family, 
Nadia leaves her native Tunisia in 1984 amidst deadly violence, chaos, and rioting brought 
on by rising food costs, eventually emigrating to Canada to begin her life. More than 25 
years later, Nadia’s daughter Lila reluctantly travels to Tunisia to learn about her mother’s 
birth country. • arachnIde edITIons

Monia Mazigh was born and raised in Tunisia and immigrated to Canada in 1991. She 
was catapulted onto the public stage in 2002 when her husband, Maher Arar, was deport-
ed to Syria where he was tortured and held without charge. She campaigned tirelessly for 
his release. Mazigh holds a Ph.D. in finance from McGill University. She is the National 
Coordinator of the International Civil Liberties Monitoring Group.

RED, yELLOW, GREEN
In Montreal, Alfredo struggles with his memories of being ordered to commit an atrocity 
by the Bolivian army. Despising his nation as an oppressive sham, he falls for a woman 
who has no nation—a Kurdish freedom-fighter trying to blast an independent Kurdistan 
into existence. As the net of intrigue closes in on his lover, Alfredo must finally face his 
past. Refusing to be bound by style, genre, or language, Alejandro Saravia captures the 
tumultuous existence of the exile. • bIblIoasIs

Alejandro Saravia is a Canadian-Bolivian author. He settled down in Montreal in 1986 
where he started writing again. His latest publications include Jaguar con el corazón en la 
mano (2010) and L’homme polyphonique (2014). He is the co-director of the Montreal liter-
ary magazine The Apostles Review.

Great books marquee

THE FEMALE EXPERIENCE3:45PM – 4:15PM

Being a woman means many things to many people, but all can agree that womanhood 
comes with a unique set of challenges. Marianne Apostolides explores her experiences 
with love and loss through a poetic memoir. Karen Connelly brings us Eliza Keenan, a 
woman who considers herself happy in life and in love—until she meets her, and every-
thing changes.

Fanny Britt is a writer, playwright, and translator. She has written a dozen plays and 
translated more than 15. She is the winner of the 2013 Governor General’s Literary Award 
in Drama for her play Bienveillance. Jane, the Fox and Me, her first graphic novel, was nomi-
nated for a Governor General’s Literary Award in Children’s Literature. Text won a Libris 
Award, a Joe Shuster award, and was on the New York Times Best Illustrated Books list.

DEEP SALT WATER
Deep Salt Water is a stirring memoir about loss and abortion, expressed through the layer-
ing of imagery from the ocean. In detail at once sensual and sophisticated, Apostolides un-
furls the emotional experience of a love affair and unwanted pregnancy, the abortion itself, 
and her reconnection with the man 17 years later—a rekindling of love which stimulates 
this gentle attempt to come to terms with the abortion and its consequences. • bookThug



Zone 3
48

4:15PM – 4:45PMTHE GREAT CANADIAN BOOK

Stand on guard for these! Nick Mount traces the evolution of the Canadian literary move-
ment and Dr. Anne Urbancic reveals the historical footnotes to the rise of CanLit icons. 

THE CHANGE ROOM
Happily married, great career, mother of two. What more could a woman possibly want? 
Enter The Change Room, by award-winning writer Karen Connelly, and find out. 
• random house canada

Karen Connelly is the prize-winning author of 11 books of fiction, non-fiction, and 
poetry, the most recent being Burmese Lessons, a memoir and a love story on the Thai-
Burmese border that was nominated for a Governor General’s Award and the British 
Columbia National Award for Canadian Non-Fiction. Her first novel, The Lizard Cage, 
won the Orange Broadband Prize for New Writers. Married with a young son, she divides 
her time between homes in rural Greece and Toronto.

ARRIVAL
In the mid-twentieth century, Canadian literature transformed from a largely ignored 
trickle of books into an enormous cultural phenomenon that produced Margaret 
Atwood, Alice Munro, Michael Ondaatje, Mordecai Richler, and so many others. In 
Arrival, acclaimed writer and critic Nick Mount answers the question: What caused the 
CanLit Boom? Arrival is a dazzling, variegated, and inspired piece of writing that helps 
explain how we got from there to here. • house oF anansI

Nick Mount is a professor of English literature at the University of Toronto, award-win-
ning critic, and former Fiction Editor at The Walrus. He regularly gives public talks on the 
arts in Canada, and has appeared on TVO’s Big Ideas and CBC Radio’s Sunday Edition. He 
is a two-time finalist in TVO’s Best Lecturer Competition. In 2011, he was awarded a 3M 
National Teaching Fellowship, the country’s highest teaching award. He lives in Toronto.

LITERARy TITANS REVISITED
As the sixties became the seventies, legendary interviewer Earle Toppings recorded sixteen 
emerging Canadian writers who would go on to become icons of CanLit. Presented here 
alongside critical notes and the recollections of Toppings himself, the transcripts of these 
recordings are a window on the early careers of Canada’s literary masters. 
• dundurn press

Dr. Anne Urbancic is Mary Rowell Jackman Professor of Humanities at Victoria College 
(University of Toronto). Along with Earle Toppings himself, her project collaborators are 
the Northrop Frye Centre Undergraduate Fellows of 2015–16. She lives in Toronto.

Great books marquee

Marianne Apostolides is the author of six books, three of which have been translated. 
She’s also a recipient of the Chalmers Arts Fellowship and a finalist for the KM Hunter 
Award. Her previous non-fiction work, Voluptuous Pleasure, was listed among the Top 100 
Books of 2012 by The Globe and Mail. Marianne lives in Toronto with her two children. 
For more about Marianne visit her website: marianne-apostolides.com
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THE DEAD HUSBAND PROJECT
In this deeply felt, compulsive, and edgy work, Sarah Meehan Sirk shines a distinctive light 
on love and death in their many incarnations, pushing against the limits of the absurd 
while exposing piercing emotional truths about what it means to be gloriously, madden-
ingly alive. Uncanny, sometimes violent, achingly sad, and always profound, these stories 
draw us in with a steady, unyielding grip. • anchor canada

Sarah Meehan Sirk is a writer, producer, and broadcaster. Her short fiction has appeared 
in The New Quarterly, PRISM international, Room, Taddle Creek, and in Journey Prize Stories 
27. She co-produced and hosted the 2015 CBC Radio One series Stripped, has worked on Q 
(now q) and DNTO, and is a founding producer of Day 6 with Brent Bambury. She studied 
math and philosophy at the University of Toronto, and was mentored by David Adams 
Richards at the Humber School for Writers. She lives in Toronto.

4:45PM – 5:15PM THE DySFUNCTION DyNAMIC

Love, loss, and longing. These short story collections by Sarah Meehan Sirk and Robert 
Chafe run the gamut of human relationships and their beauty, fragility, and surprising 
darkness. 

TWO-MAN TENT
In Two-Man Tent, one of Canada’s most celebrated writers, Robert Chafe, offers his long-
awaited collection of short fiction. The individual stories are thematically linked by an in-
terwoven, recurring tale of a long-distance relationship told in the form of text messages, 
chat sessions, and emails, as Chafe brings his singular talent for dialogue and scripting 
to work within new forms of communication. The results are stunning in an absorbing 
contemporary collection that reads like no other. • breakwaTer books

Robert Chafe has worked in theatre, dance, opera, radio, and film. His stage plays have 
been seen in Canada, the United Kingdom, Australia, and in the United States, and in-
clude Oil and Water, Tempting Providence, Afterimage, and The Colony of Unrequited Dreams. 
He has been shortlisted twice for the Governor General’s Literary Award for Drama, and 
he won the award in 2010. He is the playwright and Artistic Director of Artistic Fraud of 
Newfoundland. Two-Man Tent is his first work of fiction.

Set in near-future Toronto, Skeet Love tells the story of Shane, a conspiracy theorist and 
aspiring rapper; Nina, his girlfriend; and Brit, the couple’s lover. Wildly suspecting the 
threesome is under surveillance by a secretive religious cult, Shane moves the group to 
seek refuge with his father—a smuggler and taxidermist. And then the truth really gets 
weird. Craig Francis Power’s third novel is an uber-cool drug and sex-fuelled critique of 
the world we think we know. • breakwaTer books

Craig Francis Power is an artist and writer from St. John’s. Power’s first novel, Blood 
Relatives (2010), won the Percy Janes First Novel Award, the Fresh Fish Award for 
Emerging Writers, the ReLit Award, and was short-listed for the BMO Winterset Award. 
In 2008, Power was nominated for the Sobey Art Award, which recognizes the work of 
Canadian artists under forty.

5:15PM – 5:45PM SKEET LOVE

Great books marquee
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11:30AM – 12:00PM

12:00PM – 12:20PM

11:00AM – 11:30AM

MELANIE FLORENCE AND STOLEN 
WORDS

THE OWL AND THE LEMMING

OPENING CEREMONy

Learn how to greet people in Cree, and more, as a language instructor joins us on stage.

Melanie Florence is an award-winning writer of Cree and Scottish heritage. She wrote 
Stolen Words in honour of her grandfather. Melanie never had the chance to speak to 
him about his Cree heritage, and the story is about the healing relationship she wishes 
she had been able to have with him. Her book Jordin Tootoo was an American Indian 
Library Association Honor Book and Missing Nimama won the TD Canadian Children’s 
Literature Award. Melanie lives with her family in Toronto.

Check out the TD KidStreet Guide for more info!

Roselynn Akulukjuk was born in Pangnirtung, Nunavut, in the Canadian Arctic. In 
2012, Roselynn moved to Toronto to attend the Toronto Film School. After finishing her 
studies, Roselynn returned home to Nunavut, where she began working with Taqqut 
Productions, an Inuit-owned production company located in Iqaluit. In 2015, Roselynn 
wrote and directed the live action and puppetry short film The Owl and the Lemming. Her 
children’s book of the same name was published in 2016.

Rosanna Deerchild has been storytelling for more than 20 years, most recently as host 
of CBC Radio One’s Unreserved, a show that shares the stories, music, and culture of 
Indigenous Canada. Her debut poetry collection, this is a small northern town, won the 
2009 Aqua Books Lansdowne Prize for Poetry. Her second book, calling down the sky, is 
her mother’s Residential School survivor story. Rosanna is a co-founder of the Indigenous 
Writers Collective of Manitoba and has also contributed to numerous Indigenous news-
papers. A Cree from O-Pipon-Na-Piwan Cree Nation at South Indian Lake in northern 
Manitoba, Rosanna now lives and works in her found home of North End, Winnipeg.

HOST

Reconciliation in Canada is a part of our vision as an organization. We hope the 
dialogue inspired on this stage guides us on a pathway to bridge relationships between 
the Indigenous and non-indigenous nations on Turtle Island. We are humbled and 
thankful to have an Elder open this space, marking a starting point down a path towards 
reconciliation and inclusivity.
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12:30PM – 1:00PM

1:00PM – 1:45PM

ALGONQUIN SUNSET 

CODE’S CANADIAN PROGRAM FOR 
FIRST NATIONS, INUIT, AND MÉTIS 
LITERATURE

Set twelve years after the events of Algonquin Spring, this book follows the now-grown 
Anokì, his sister Pangì Mahingan, and the rest of their family as they face a new enemy: 
the Lakhóta. • dundurn press

Rick Revelle was born in Smiths Falls, Ontario, and raised in the Odessa and Wilton areas. 
He is a member of the Ardoch Algonquin First Nation. His two previous books in the 
Algonquin Quest series are I Am Algonquin and Algonquin Spring. He lives in Glenburnie, 
Ontario.

THE MASK THAT SANG
When Cass learns she had a grandmother who has just died and left her and her mother 
the first house they could call their own, she is full of questions. Who was this relative? 
And what is the unusual mask, forgotten in a drawer in her grandmother’s house, trying 
to tell her? Strange dreams, strange voices, and strange incidents all lead Cass closer to 
solving the mystery and making connections to her past she never dreamed she had. 
• second sTory press
 
Susan Currie is a winner of Second Story Press’ Aboriginal Writing Contest, resulting 
in The Mask That Sang, her second book. Her first book was Basket of Beethoven, a finalist 
for the CLA Book of the Year for Children, MYRCA, and Silver Birch Awards. She has an 
MA in children’s literature and has been an elementary teacher for 17 years. Susan is an 
adopted person who later learned about her Cayuga heritage, an experience that inspired 
The Mask That Sang. She lives in Brampton, Ontario.
 
THOSE WHO RUN IN THE SKy
After a blizzard leaves young shaman-in-training Pitu stranded on the sea ice, he soon real-
izes that he is no longer in the world that he once knew. The storm has carried him into 
the world of the spirits. As he tries to find his way back home, Pitu is plagued by ravenous 
black wolves, water-dwelling creatures, and beings less frightening, but equally incredible, 
such as a lone giant. Pitu must master all of his shamanic powers to make his way back to 
his family and the girl he loves. • InhabIT medIa
 

At the heart of CODE’s Canadian program is a desire to give Indigenous youth compelling 
and meaningful stories, which reflect their culture and identities. Young readers can 
connect to these stories because the characters, backdrops and events in them are created 
by Indigenous writers and illustrators who “get” their world.
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2:15PM – 2:35PM

Learn how to greet people in Ojibwe, and more, as a language instructor joins us on stage.

Joanne Robertson is AnishinaabeKwe and a member of Atikameksheng Anishnawbek. 
She received her Fine Arts degree from Algoma University and Shingwauk Kinoomaage 
Gamig. She founded the Empty Glass for Water campaign to bring attention to the 
drinking water crisis in Indigenous communities. She works as a research assistant at the 
Shingwauk Residential Schools Centre and continues to support the water walks. Joanne 
lives near Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario.

JOANNE ROBERTSON AND THE WATER 
WALKER

1:45PM – 2:15PM

AKILAK'S ADVENTURE

Check out the TD KidStreet Guide for more info!

Deborah Kigjugalik Webster grew up in Baker Lake, Nunavut, where she loved to learn 
about her Inuit culture and heritage. She has a degree in Anthropology from Carleton 
University in Ottawa, Ontario, and works as an Inuit heritage researcher and author. The 
lack of published children’s literature featuring Inuit content compelled Deborah to write 
her first book, Akilak's Adventure, for her daughters Sonja Akilak and Nicole Amaruq.

Aviaq Johnston is a young Inuk author from Igloolik, Nunavut. Her debut novel Those 
Who Run in the Sky was released in the spring of 2017, followed by What’s My Superpower?, 
her first picture book. In 2014, she won first place in the Aboriginal Arts and Stories 
competition for her short story “Tarnikuluk,” which also earned her a Governor General's 
History Award. Aviaq is a graduate of Nunavut Sivuniksavut, and she has a diploma in 
Social Service Work from Canadore College.
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2:45PM – 3:15PM

3:15PM – 3:45PM

3:45PM – 4:15PM

JAy ODJICK AND BLACKFLIES

SEVEN FALLEN FEATHERS

CONVERSATIONS WITH CANADIANS

Learn how to greet people in Algonquian, and more, with Jay Odjick.

Jay Odjick is an artist and writer from the Kitigan Zibi Anishinabeg Algonquin com-
munity, just outside of Maniwaki, Quebec. He has created comic books and produced the 
animated TV series Kagagi: The Raven, which airs in Canada, the US, and Australia. He 
previously illustrated Robert Munsch’s story “The Ocean Goes On Forever,” which appears 
in the anthology Munsch Mania.

From 2000 to 2011, seven Indigenous high school students died in Thunder Bay, Ontario. 
The seven were hundreds of miles away from their families, forced to leave home because 
there was no high school on their reserves. Five were found dead in the rivers surround-
ing Lake Superior, below a sacred Indigenous site. Journalist Tanya Talaga delves into the 
history of this small northern city that has come to manifest Canada’s long struggle with 
human rights violations against Indigenous communities. • house oF anansI

Tanya Talaga has been a journalist at the Toronto Star for twenty years, covering everything 
from general city news to education, national healthcare, foreign news, and Indigenous 
affairs. She has been nominated five times for the Governor General’s Michener Award in 
public service journalism. In 2015, she was part of a team that won a National Newspaper 
Award for a year-long project on Murdered and Missing Indigenous Women and Girls. 
She lives in Toronto with her two teenage children.

On her first book tour, Lee Maracle was asked a question, one she couldn’t answer at 
the time. But she’s been thinking about it ever since. As time passed, she’s been asked 
countless questions too big to answer, but not too large to contemplate. These questions 
are the heart of Conversations with Canadians. In prose essays that are both conversational 
and direct, Maracle’s new book presents a tour de force exploration into the writer’s own 
history and a re-imagining of the future of our nation. • bookThug

North Vancouver–born Lee Maracle is the author of numerous books, including 
Ravensong, Bobbi Lee: Indian Rebel, I Am Woman, and Talking to the Diaspora. A member 
of the Sto:Loh nation, she is a recipient of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal, the JT 
Stewart Award, and the Ontario Premier’s Award for Excellence in the Arts. Maracle is 
currently an instructor in U of T’s Aboriginal Studies Program, the Traditional Teacher for 
First Nation’s House, and an instructor at the Centre for Indigenous Theatre.
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Cherie Dimaline is a Métis author and editor whose award-winning fiction has been pub-
lished and anthologized internationally. Her first book, Red Rooms, was published in 2007 
and her novel The Girl Who Grew a Galaxy was released in 2013. In 2014, she was named 
the Emerging Artist of the Year at the Ontario Premier’s Award for Excellence in the Arts, 
and became the first Aboriginal Writer in Residence for the Toronto Public Library. Her 
book A Gentle Habit was published in August 2016.

Drew Hayden Taylor is an award-winning playwright, novelist, scriptwriter, and colum-
nist. He has done everything from performing stand up comedy at the Kennedy Center 
in Washington D.C. to being Artistic Director of Native Earth Performing Arts. His 30th 
book comes out in January and he currently lives on the Curve Lake First Nation in 
Ontario.

WRIST
Wrist follows the story of dinosaur hunters who, in 1872, become embroiled in a battle 
over the discovery of fossils in Northern Ontario as their excavation crews are driven mad 
by a bizarre and terrifying illness. Over a hundred years later, Church and his family show 
signs of the same monstrous affliction. As he begins to unravel his family’s dark history, 
Church must race to protect the secrets buried deep in bones and blood. 
• kegedonce press

Nathan Adler is the author of Wrist, an Indigenous monster story written from the 
monster’s perspective. He is a writer and artist who works in many different mediums, 
including audio and video, drawing and painting, as well as glass. He is Anishinaabe and 
Jewish, a member of Lac Des Mille Lacs First Nation, an MFA candidate for Creative 
Writing from UBC, and resides in Mono, Ontario.

MITêWâCIMOWINA: INDIGENOUS SCIENCE FICTION AND 
SPECULATIVE STORyTELLING
The 1960s and the 1970s ushered in a massive revitalization of Indigenous consciousness, 
culture, and stories. Indigenous publications of the 1970s were often grounded in tradi-
tional stories and also in voicing Indigenous experiences. Moving on in time, Theytus 
Books’ publication of The Black Ship by Gerry William in 1994 marked the first Indigenous 
science fiction novel in Canada. Theytus is now publishing this first Indigenous science 
fiction anthology in Canada. It is hoped that this book will both draw upon the power 
of traditional stories, and also upon the vast narrative imagination of Indigenous peoples, 
embodied in contemporary sci-fi and speculative storytelling. • TheyTus books

EXTRAORDINARy STORIES 4:15PM – 4:45PM

What does it look like when tropes from science fiction are explored through indigenous 
narratives and traditional stories? Cherie Dimaline and Drew Hayden Taylor present an 
epic collection of stories from coast-to-coast and Nathan Adler brings his bone-chilling 
tale of fossils, madness, and secrets. 
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URBAN SPRAWL: STORIES FROM 
THE CITy

See the city life in a new light as Dawn Dumont explores the urban setting through four 
friends and their lives, loves, and losses and Daniel David Moses presents two sides of the 
city through a tragedy and a farce.

GLASS BEADS
Glass Beads follows the interconnected friendships of four First Nations people as they 
navigate life in the city, being the first of their families to live off the reserve. Against 
the backdrop of the 90s and early 2000s, the four experience family catastrophes, broken 
friendships, and the aftermath of the great tragedy of 9/11. Readers are intimately connect-
ed with each struggle, whether it is with racism, isolation, finding their cultural identity, or 
repairing the wounds of their upbringing. • ThIsTledown press

Dawn Dumont is a columnist for the Saskatoon StarPhoenix, the Regina Leader-Post, and 
Eagle Feather News. She has previously written for the Edmonton Journal and CBC Radio, 
and has worked as a stand-up comic making people laugh at clubs across North America 
including New York’s Comic Strip, the Comedy Club, the Improv, and Toronto’s Yuk 
Yuk’s, and the Laugh Resort. She lives in Saskatoon.

5:15PM – 5:45PM CLOSING CEREMONy

We are humbled and thankful to have an Elder close the day with ceremony, and view it as 
a call to action to continue working towards reconciliation on Turtle Island.

4:45PM – 5:15PM

COyOTE CITy / BIG BUCK CITy
The first two in a series of four City Plays that explore a Native family’s collision between 
spiritual traditions and urban materialism. Coyote City, a tragedy, begins with a phone call 
from a ghost that sends a young Native woman, Lena, and her family on a search in the 
city for her missing lover, Johnny. Big Buck City, a farce, tells the story of Lena’s subsequent 
Christmas reunion with her family in that city, just in time for the birth of her own 
miraculous child. • exIle publIshers

Daniel David Moses is a Delaware from the Six Nations lands on the Grand River. He 
is a respected playwright and Governor General’s Award finalist, known for using story-
telling and theatrical conventions to explore the consequences of the collision between 
Indigenous and non-indigenous cultures. He has published 15 books of drama, poetry, 
and nonfiction. He teaches playwriting at Queen’s University.
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11:15AM – 12:00PM

12:15PM – 1:00PM

1:15PM – 2:00PM

2:15PM – 3:00PM

BUILDING LITERACy THROUGH yOGA

WHAT’S IN A NAME?

RECOGNIZING THE WARNING SIGNS 
OF DySLEXIA

WHy MySTERIES ROCK! HOW 
MySTERIES AND CRIME BOOKS MAKE 
GREAT BOOKS FOR LEARNING TO 
READ

This fun and playful 30-minute workshop delivered by Ummul builds literacy through 
Yoga and is geared towards preschoolers and kindergartners. Participants experience the 
letters of the alphabet through corresponding yoga poses. In addition, they will also ex-
plore the life cycle of a butterfly through yoga poses. Songs, props, and visuals are used, 
making it a multi-sensory and engaging experience. 

Ummul has been teaching yoga to her own kids and within her community since 2010. 
She has been teaching Yoga at public and private schools, libraries, parenting centres, and 
at her local studio, YogaVision. Ummul is a yogi, a mom to three active boys, and a former 
marketing executive. When her children were young, they turned to yoga and mindful-
ness to help their family through a personal crisis. Reflecting on the positive changes they 
experienced, she embarked on her mission to share the joy of Yoga with others.

Join us for an engaging reading of and craft session inspired by Sherman Alexie’s award-
winning children’s book, Thunder Boy, Jr. This wonderful story, told through the sincere 
and humourous voice of a young Indigenous boy, explores issues of identity and cul-
ture. After the reading and a brief all-in discussion about the book’s themes, a crafting 
session for participants will be offered.  Using the ever-popular notion of an ‘identity 
bracelet’, children will have the opportunity to create one of their own. Participants will 
spend time ‘inscribing’ their ID bracelets using a variety of craft materials with their 
given names along with another name or symbol of their choosing from the natural 
world. Book Bank volunteers will also spend time chatting with participants about the 
meaning and value of names.

Participants attending this workshop will learn about dyslexia and have an opportunity 
to experience what it feels like to have difficulties with reading and writing. In this work-
shop, the public will learn to better understand the meaning of ‘dyslexia’ and to identify 
the complex cognitive and linguistic demands involved in reading and writing. 

Azza Daba is a Certified Dyslexia Practitioner with a strong background in special educa-
tion. Azza joined the ONBIDA board to participate in efforts to increase public awareness 
about dyslexia and improve services for individuals with dyslexia in Ontario. She believes 
that all educators should be informed about evidence based practices to help provide 
dyslexic students with a fair chance to succeed in their education.

Join Frontier College and Orca Books in an interactive Rapid Reads experience. Best-
selling authors Rick Blechta, Melodie Campbell, Barbara Fradkin, and Vicki Delany 
will lead festival-goers on a path of discovery where you do the detective work and help 
to solve the mystery. Rapid Reads is a series of novellas for reluctant adult readers, ESL 
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3:15PM – 4:00PM

4:15PM – 5:00PM

ASL STORyTELLING, RHyTHMS, AND 
RHyMES

STORyTELLING AS EMBODIED 
LITERACy WITH THE NGOMA GRIOTS 
AND PARKDALE PROJECT READ

See storytelling like never before. Meet renowned Deaf storyteller Delia Avarell who 
brings American Sign Language (ASL), Deaf culture, and Deaf heritage to the stage, 
introducing you to rhymes and rhythms, personification, poetry, rap, and storytelling like 
no other, told in rich and beautiful ASL, celebrating the language and experience of Deaf 
Canadians. Experience the joy of ASL stories, the engagement of parent and child through 
rhymes and rhythms, and the art of ASL poetry, rap, and comedy. Be moved and inspired 
by these talented artists.

Delia Avarell has been an ASL Consultant for the Infant Hearing Program, through the 
Ministry of Child and Youth Services, for the past ten years. She also works as an ASL 
instructor for hearing students and as an educational assistant for Deaf students. She has 
shared ASL stories at Ontario Early Years Centers, Mayfest, the ASL Family Festival, and 
much more. Delia has two hearing children who are the son and daughter of Deaf parents.

Learn how African drumming and storytelling can engage adult literacy learners and 
community members. Explore rhythm activities and oral storytelling techniques that 
make connections between language and culture. This program will demonstrate how we 
learn at Parkdale Project Read—we play, we collaborate, and we learn together in a sup-
portive community. Please join us in honouring the legacy of our founder, Dr. Rita Cox, 
who has mentored generations of storytellers to continue the tradition of oral storytelling 
as a form of embodied literacy.

Debbie Douglas has been a drummer for many years and teaches drumming to adults 
and children. Murphy Browne is a Registered Early Childhood Educator who has taught 
at the African Heritage Program (TDSB) and is a Community Literacy Worker at PPR. 
Debbie and Murphy have worked together for more than a decade as partners in The 
Ngoma Griots.

students, and anyone who wants a high-interest, entertaining, quick read. Each visitor will 
receive a free new children’s book from Frontier College and is eligible to win a Rapid 
Reads mystery prize pack.
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CURATORS
Labspace Studio is an artist collective and creative studio run by Co-Directors John 
Loerchner and Laura Mendes. Together they develop interdisciplinary art projects, curate 
large-scale exhibitions, and experiment with new methods of collaboration. Their projects 
are often site-specific and participatory in nature, blurring the lines between art and life, 
incorporating elements of performance, installation, multimedia, and user-generated con-
tent. Recent projects include commissions for the Ontario Science Centre, First Canadian 
Place, Nuit Blanche Brussels, ILLUMINUS Boston, and Nanaimo’s Public Art Program. 
www.labspacestudio.ca

12:45PM – 1:45PM

1:45PM – 2:45PM

IN CONVERSATION WITH ALIZE 
ZORLUTUNA AND ALEJANDRO 
SARAVIA

Red, Yellow, Green by Alejandro Saravia | In Montreal, Alfredo struggles with his memo-
ries of being ordered to commit an atrocity by the Bolivian army. Despising his nation as 
an oppressive sham, he falls for a woman who has no nation—a Kurdish freedom-fighter 
trying to blast an independent Kurdistan into existence. As the net of intrigue closes in 
on his lover, Alfredo must finally face his past. Refusing to be bound by style, genre, or 
language, Alejandro Saravia captures the tumultuous existence of the exile. • bIblIoasIs

Alize Zorlutuna is an interdisciplinary artist who works with installation, video, perfor-
mance, and material culture, to investigate themes concerning identity, queer sexuality, 
settler colonial relationships to land, culture, and history, as well as labour, intimacy, and 
technology. Her work aims to activate interstices where seemingly incommensurate ele-
ments intersect. Drawing on archival as well as practice-based research, the body and its 
sensorial capacities are central to her work. Alize lives and works in Toronto.

IN CONVERSATION WITH SAGE PAUL 
AND TANyA TALAGA

Seven Fallen Feathers by Tanya Talaga | From 2000 to 2011, seven Indigenous high school 
students died in Thunder Bay, Ontario. The seven were hundreds of miles away from their 
families, forced to leave home because there was no high school on their reserves. Five 
were found dead in the rivers surrounding Lake Superior, below a sacred Indigenous site. 
Journalist Tanya Talaga delves into the history of this small northern city that has come 
to manifest Canada’s long struggle with human rights violations against Indigenous com-
munities. • house oF anansI

Sage Paul is an urban Dene woman and a member of the English River First Nation; 
she makes fashion, costume, and craft. Sage champions family, sovereignty, and resistance 
for balance. Some of her work has shown at the Royal Ontario Museum, Harbourfront 
Centre, and Woodland Cultural Centre. She is the co-founder of the Setsuné Indigenous 
Fashion Incubator and is working on two fashion-based projects: Giving Life and The 
Mint Sweater Project.
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IN CONVERSATION WITH MARIAN 
WIHAK AND LISA RICHTER

Closer to Where We Began by Lisa Richter | This diverse debut collection follows the 
speaker on a path of self-discovery and navigates the tension between memory and imagi-
nation, between the personal and the political, and the primacy of sensual, sensory, lived 
experience. The poet explores overlapping/intersecting identities that shape and inform 
us, celebrating the importance of telling our stories as a means of bringing us closer to our 
authentic selves. • TIghTrope books

Marian Wihak is an award-winning production designer of film and television, with an 
MFA in Interdisciplinary Art, Media and Design. Marian Wihak integrates her design 
and visual art practices to devise site-responsive, experiential environments. Employing a 
wide range of analogue, theatrical, and sculptural-material elements, she invites questions 
amid confusing pleasure, prompting thoughtful reflection upon one’s own state of being 
in the world and the connectivity inherent within the evolutionary process. Marian has 
been supported by the Canada Council and the Ontario Arts Council, and was a Finalist 
in the RBC Painting Competition. Her work is in private and corporate collections across 
North America.
 
 

2:45PM – 3:45PM

3:45PM – 4:45PM

IN CONVERSATION WITH NICHOLAS 
CROMBACH AND RON SEXSMITH

Deer Life by Ron Sexsmith | A humourously dark fairy tale of witchcraft, bullying, re-
venge, and a mysterious bowler hat. Ron Sexsmith takes the visual way with words usually 
showcased in his award-winning music and brings it to this whimsical yet serious story 
about a boy who finds out what happens when you kill a dog that belongs to a witch. • 
dundurn press

Nicholas Crombach has a BFA from OCAD University with a major in Sculpture
and Installation. In 2016-17 he participated in a year-long studio residency at The
Florence Trust in London, UK. Nicholas has been awarded The Elizabeth Greenshields
Foundation Award, Hayden Davies Memorial Award, Samuel Lazar Kagan Award,
Abraham and Malka Green Award, and a BMO 1st Art Nomination. His work has been
exhibited at The Florence Trust, London (UK); Art Mur, Montreal (CA); Angell Gallery,
Toronto (CA); XPACE, Toronto (CA); and Whippersnapper, Toronto (CA).
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11:30AM – 12:30PM TRAGEDy MINUS THE ROMANCE

TO LOOK A NAZI IN THE EyE: A TEEN’S ACCOUNT OF A WAR 
CRIMINAL TRIAL
The true story of 19-year-old Jordana Lebowitz’s time in Germany, where she went to wit-
ness the trial of Oskar Groening, known as the bookkeeper of Auschwitz, a man charged 
with being complicit in the death of more than 300,000 Jews. Listening to Groening’s 
testimony and to the Holocaust survivors who came to testify against him, Jordana felt the 
weight of being witness to history—a history that we need to remember now more than 
ever. • second sTory press

Kathy Kacer’s books have won many awards, including the Silver Birch, the Red Maple, 
the Hackmatack, and the Jewish Book Award. A former psychologist, Kathy now travels 
the globe speaking to children and adults about the importance of keeping the memory 
of the Holocaust alive. Kathy lives in Toronto.

Jordana Lebowitz attended the trial of Oskar Groening in 2015. She is dedicated to 
Holocaust remembrance and set up a Nazi cattle car exhibit at her university that was seen 
by more than 2,000 people. From Toronto, she has worked for Holocaust organizations in 
Australia and California and travels frequently.

Authors Kathy Kacer and Jordana Lebowitz, Nina Berkhout, and Samya Kullab en-
gage with the everyday realities of those that live(d) through the tragedies of our world, 
no matter what side they are on.

Angela Misri is a Toronto author who writes detective fiction inspired by her birth 
country, Great Britain. The first book in her YA detective series is called Jewel of the Thames 
and follows detective Portia Adams through her first three cases as she immigrates from 
1930s Toronto to the bustling streets of London. The next two books in the series are called 
Thrice Burned and No Matter How Improbable. Misri has a Masters degree in Journalism 
from the University of Western Ontario and has spent most of her career at the CBC in 
Toronto making CBC Radio extraterrestrial through podcasts, live streams, and websites.
 
Melanie Florence is a writer of Cree and Scottish heritage based in Toronto. She was 
close to her grandfather as a child, a relationship that sparked her interest in writing about 
Aboriginal themes and characters. She is the author of Missing Nimama, which won the 
2016 TD Canadian Children's Literature Award and the Forest of Reading Golden Oak 
Award. Her other books include Stolen Words, Righting Canada's Wrongs: Residential Schools 
and the teen novels He Who Dreams, The Missing, One Night, and Rez Runaway.

HOSTS

THE MOSAIC
Twyla Jane Lee has one goal: to finish senior year so she can get out of her military home-
town of Halo, Montana. But to graduate, she needs to complete forty hours of community 
service, and that means helping out a rude and reclusive former Marine named Gabriel 
Finch. Gradually the two misfits form a bond, and Twyla begins to unearth the secrets that 
have left the Marine battling ghosts. • groundwood books
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12:30PM – 1:30PMBORN A SCI-FI HERO

“Some heroes are born, some are made,” but what if you were born a hero and never had 
to be one till now? Our heroes answer this question in the stories by Kate Blair, Sarah 
Raughley, and Cherie Dimaline. 

ESCAPE FROM SyRIA
A breathtaking and hard-hitting graphic novel of one family’s struggle to survive in 
the face of war, displacement, poverty, and relocation. Escape from Syria is a fictionalized 
account that calls on real-life circumstances and true tales of refugee families to serve as a 
microcosm of the Syrian uprising, the war, and the refugee crisis that followed. 
• firefly books

Samya Kullab is a journalist based in the Middle East covering security, politics, and 
refugees. She has worked in Lebanon, Turkey, the West Bank and Gaza, and Iraq for a 
variety of international media outlets. She was a reporter with Lebanon’s The Daily Star 
for three years.

TANGLED PLANET
It’s taken 400 years of travel but the starship Venture has finally arrived at Beta Earth, an 
uninhabited, untouched planet that 17-year-old engineer Ursa has to colonise with her 
crewmates. The wonder gives way to terror when, on the first night, Ursa encounters a 
body and is positive she saw a large creature with sharp teeth—something that shouldn’t 
even be on the planet. • bary JoweTT

Kate Blair is a native of Hayling Island, UK, and is now a Canadian citizen living in 
Toronto. Her first novel, Transferral, was a finalist for the Manitoba Young Readers’ Choice 
Award and the Saskatchewan Young Readers’ Choice Snow Willow Award, and was a 
Starred Selection of the Canadian Children’s Book Centre’s Best Books for Kids and 
Teens. Transferral is currently being adapted for television.

FATE OF FLAMES
When massive beasts appeared and began terrorizing the world, four girls, the Effigies, 
each gained a unique power to control one of the classical elements: earth, air, fire, and 
water. With technologies in place to protect the world’s major cities, the Effigies have 
stopped defending humanity and, instead, have become international celebrities—until 
the day that protection against the beasts fails. Can the girls save the world before it is 
destroyed forever? • sImon & schusTer canada

Sarah Raughley grew up in Southern Ontario writing stories about freakish little girls 
with powers because she secretly wanted to be one. She is a huge fangirl of anything from 
manga to sci-fi/fantasy TV to Japanese role playing games, but she will swear up and down 
at book signings that she was inspired by Jane Austen. Sarah has a PhD in English, which 
makes her a doctor, so it turns out she didn’t have to go to medical school after all.

Nina Berkhout’s debut adult novel, The Gallery of Lost Species (Anansi, Thomas Dunne/
St. Martin’s, Éditions XYZ) was acclaimed by the Toronto Star and The Globe and Mail. The 
novel was named an Indigo and Kobo Best Book and a Harper’s Bazaar Hottest Breakout 
Novel. Berkhout is also the author of five poetry collections, most recently Elseworlds, 
which won the Archibald Lampman Award.
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1:30PM – 2:30PM FANTASy QUEENS

THE MARROW THIEVES
In a future in which humanity has nearly destroyed its world through global warming, 
the Indigenous people of North America are being hunted and harvested for their bone 
marrow, which carries the key to restoring something the rest of the population has lost: 
the ability to dream. In this dark world, Frenchie and his companions struggle to survive 
as they make their way up north to the old lands. • bary JoweTT

Cherie Dimaline is a Métis author and editor whose award-winning fiction has been pub-
lished and anthologized internationally. Her first book, Red Rooms, was published in 2007 
and her novel The Girl Who Grew a Galaxy was released in 2013. In 2014, she was named 
the Emerging Artist of the Year at the Ontario Premier’s Award for Excellence in the Arts, 
and became the first Aboriginal Writer in Residence for the Toronto Public Library. Her 
book A Gentle Habit was published in August 2016.

THE VALIANT
A richly-imagined, gripping historical fantasy for fans of Sarah J. Maas and Cinda Williams 
Chima, The Valiant recounts 17-year-old Fallon’s tumultuous journey from fierce Celtic 
princess to legendary female gladiator and darling of the Roman empire.
• harpercollIns canada

Lesley Livingston is an award-winning author of teen fiction, best known for her 
Wondrous Strange trilogy. Lesley holds a Master’s Degree in English from the University 
of Toronto and was a principal performer in a Shakespearean theatre company, special-
izing in performances for teen audiences, for more than a decade.

FIREBLOOD
In this second book in the captivating Frostblood Saga, Ruby must choose between her 
fiery homeland and the icy king who loves her. Against all odds, Ruby has defeated the 
villainous Frost King and melted his throne of ice. But the bloodthirsty Minax that was 
trapped inside is now haunting her kingdom and everyone she loves. The answers to its 
demise may lie to the south in Sudesia, the land of the Firebloods, and a country that 
holds the secrets to Ruby’s powers and past… 
• lITTle, brown books For young readers

Elly Blake is the author of the New York Times bestseller Frostblood. After earning a de-
gree in English literature, she held a series of seemingly random occupations, including 
project manager, customs clerk, graphic designer, reporter for a local business magazine, 
and library assistant. She lives in Southwestern Ontario with her husband, kids, and a 
Siberian Husky mix that definitely shows Frostblood tendencies. She invites you to visit 
her at EllyBlake.com

In these stories, the heroines’ alliances are tested as well as their physical and mental 
strengths in worlds wonderfully created by Lesley Livingston, Elly Blake, and Kristen 
Ciccarelli. Basically, #queens.
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THE LAST NAMSARA
The Last Namsara is the first installment in a YA fantasy trilogy about a girl who must hunt 
the dragon that destroyed her town and caused her own ostracism from society. Kristen 
Ciccarelli’s debut explores an intricately woven world of deception, inner darkness, and 
magical creatures that fantasy fans won’t be able to resist. • harpercollIns canada

Kristen Ciccarelli hails from Ontario’s Niagara Peninsula, where she grew up on her 
grandfather’s grape farm. She spent her childhood running wild with her cousins, adven-
turing in the woods, obsessing over books, dragons, and girls wielding really cool weap-
ons. These days Kristen resides in Kitchener, Ontario. kristenciccarelli.com

2:30PM – 3:15PMHOME AND THE HEART

Whether fighting alone to get back to family or fighting with family to protect the people 
we call home, Aviaq Johnston and Rick Revelle’s books explore the ways we fight for 
what we love.

ALGONQUIN SUNSET
Set twelve years after the events of Algonquin Spring, this book follows the now-grown 
Anokì, his sister Pangì Mahingan, and the rest of their family as they face a new enemy: 
the Lakhóta. • dundurn press

Rick Revelle was born in Smiths Falls, Ontario, and raised in the Odessa and Wilton 
areas. He is a member of the Ardoch Algonquin First Nation. His two previous books 
in the Algonquin Quest series were I Am Algonquin and Algonquin Spring. He lives in 
Glenburnie, Ontario.

3:15PM – 4:15PMWHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE

At younger ages than most, the characters in Heather T. Smith and Danielle Younge-
Ullman’s books leave home and, from this, discover themselves and how they function 
in the world around them.

THOSE WHO RUN IN THE SKy
After a blizzard leaves young shaman-in-training Pitu stranded on the sea ice, he soon real-
izes that he is no longer in the world that he once knew. The storm has carried him into 
the world of the spirits. As he tries to find his way back home, Pitu is plagued by ravenous 
black wolves, water-dwelling creatures, and beings less frightening, but equally incredible, 
such as a lone giant. Pitu must master all of his shamanic powers to make his way back to 
his family and the girl he loves. • InhabIT medIa Inc.
 
Aviaq Johnston is a young Inuk author from Igloolik, Nunavut. Her debut novel Those 
Who Run in the Sky was released in the spring of 2017, followed by What’s My Superpower?, 
her first picture book. In 2014, she won first place in the Aboriginal Arts and Stories 
competition for her short story “Tarnikuluk,” which also earned her a Governor General’s 
History Award. Aviaq is a graduate of Nunavut Sivuniksavut, and she has a diploma in 
Social Service Work from Canadore College. Aviaq loves to travel.
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4:15PM – 5:15PM PERCEPTION IS NOT REALITy

What happens when you know the truth about someone (perhaps that person being your-
self) but everyone else doesn’t see this truth? Or vice versa? Jennifer Gold, S.K Ali, Liane 
Shaw, and M-E Girard show us the difference between perception and reality.

THE AGONy OF BUN O’KEEFE
Set in 1980s Newfoundland, The Agony of Bun O’Keefe is the story of a 14-year-old girl who 
runs away to the city and is taken in by a street musician who lives with an eclectic cast 
of characters: a pot smoking dishwasher with culinary dreams; a drag queen with a tragic 
past; a Catholic school girl desperately trying to reinvent herself; and a man who Bun is 
told to avoid at all cost. Through her experiences with these new roommates, Bun discov-
ers what it is like to be part of a family. • prh canada young readers; penguIn Teen
 
Heather T. Smith is originally from Newfoundland, and now lives in Waterloo, Ontario, 
with her husband and three children. Her east coast roots inspire much of her writing. 
Her first novel, Baygirl, received a starred review from Quill & Quire, was named as one of 
the Bank Street College of Education Best Children’s Books of the Year, and was a 2015 
White Pine Honour Book.

EVERyTHING BEAUTIFUL IS NOT RUINED
When she was a little girl, Ingrid’s entire world was her mother: Margot-Sophia, the bril-
liant and sophisticated opera star. So when Margot-Sophia loses her singing voice, Ingrid 
loses everything. The two of them move to a small, normal house in a normal town, where 
Ingrid tries to convince her mother that there must still be something worth living for. 
It’s in this new life that Ingrid discovers her own passion for the theatre arts. But she must 
prove to her mother that she really wants it.
• prh canada young readers; razorbIll canada

Danielle Younge-Ullman studied English and Theatre at McGill University in Montreal, 
then worked as a professional actor for ten years. This was a character-building time dur-
ing which she held a wild variety of acting and non-acting jobs—everything from work-
ing on the stage and in independent films, to dubbing English voices for Japanese TV, to 
temping, to teaching pilates. She now lives in an old house in Toronto that’s constantly 
being renovated, with her husband and two daughters.

ON THE SPECTRUM
Growing up in the shadow of a famous mother, Clara has never felt good about her body. 
Now, at 16, she has an unhealthy obsession with healthy eating. After a social media disas-
ter, she escapes for the summer to Paris to stay with her estranged dad and her 6-year-old 
brother, Alastair, who is on the autism spectrum. The fabled city of light, and a handsome 
young French baker, teaches Clara about first love, while Alastair teaches her about pa-
tience, trust, and loving without judgement. • second sTory press

Jennifer Gold is a lawyer, mother of two, and the author of the YA novels Soldier Doll and 
Undiscovered Country. A history buff, she also has degrees in psychology, law, and public 
health. She lives with her family in Toronto.
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SAINTS AND MISFITS
There are three kinds of people in my world: Saints, those special people moving the 
world forward. Sometimes you glaze over them. Or, at least, I do; Misfits, people who don’t 
belong. Like me—the way I don’t fit into Dad’s brand-new family or in the leftover one 
composed of Mom and my older brother; Monsters. Well, monsters wearing saint masks, 
like in Flannery O’Connor’s stories. Like the monster at my mosque. People think he’s 
holy, untouchable, but nobody has seen under the mask. • sImon & schusTer canada

S.K. Ali is a teacher based in Toronto whose writing on Muslim culture and life has ap-
peared in the Toronto Star. Her family of Muslim scholars is consistently listed in the 
The 500 Most Influential Muslims in the World, and her insight into Muslim culture is 
both personal and far-reaching. A mother of a teenage daughter herself, S.K. Ali’s debut 
YA novel is a beautiful and nuanced story about a young woman exploring her identity 
through friendship, family, and faith.

CATERPILLARS CAN’T SWIM
Ryan finds his freedom in the water, where he is not bound by gravity and his wheel-
chair. When he rescues his schoolmate, Jack, from the water their lives become connected, 
whether they like it or not. Ryan keeps Jack’s secret about that day, but with Jack dogged 
by rumours about his sexuality at school, Ryan feels that Jack still might need help.
• second sTory press

Liane Shaw is the author of several books for teens, including thinandbeautiful.com, 
Fostergirls, The Color of Silence, and Don’t Tell, Don’t Tell, Don’t Tell. Liane was an educator 
for more than 20 years. Now retired from teaching, Liane lives with her family in the 
Ottawa Valley in Ontario.

GIRL MANS UP
All Pen wants is to be the kind of girl she’s always been. So why does everyone have a 
problem with it? They think the way she looks and acts means she’s trying to be a boy—
that she should quit trying to be something she’s not. Old-world parents, disintegrating 
friendships, and strong feelings for other girls drive Pen to see the truth—that in order to 
be who she truly wants to be, she’ll have to man up. • harpercollIns canada

M-E Girard lives just outside of Toronto, where she splits her time between writing YA 
fiction about badass teen girls, and working nights as a pediatric nurse. A 2013 and 2015 
Lambda Literary Fellow, M-E is a proud feminist who is endlessly fascinated by the good, 
the bad, and the ugly regarding the concept of gender. You can find her online at www.
megirard.com and all over social media.

BAM! Toronto Youth Slam is Toronto’s only monthly youth poetry slam providing a 
platform for young spoken word poets, rhyme-slingers, and wordsmiths across Toronto 
and the GTA. From a collection of spoken word poetry workshops in schools, to monthly 
local slams, showcases, and other arts mentoring programs, BAM! has been bringing 
spoken word to communities of youth since 2008. 

Meet this year’s collective of BAM! poets and artists who will be spitting fire for The Word 
On The Street. 

5:15PM – 6:00PMyOUTH SPOKEN WORD SLAM



IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER

VISIT OUR BOOTH FOR EXCLUSIVE FESTIVAL DISCOUNTS & FOR MORE INFORMATION!
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ENJOY A

FRANCOPHONE YEAR
WITH

120 events open to everyone:
25 concerts / theatre (jazz, classical, world music)
35 talks (art, history, sciences, news)
10 exhibitions (photography, sculpture, painting)
35 movie screenings (english subtitles)
10 events for kids (movie screenings, concerts, theatre)

Spadina Theatre - 24 Spadina Road
Follow us on : www.alliance-francaise.ca 

2017-2018

free

free

Le Bureau 
 du Québec
à Toronto

Fier partenaire   
de l’édition 2017 du festival

Proud Partner of the 2017

The Word On The Street
Toronto Festival
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Active au sein des communautés artistiques du Québec, la voix de Vanessa Bell fait 
écho aux radios CHYZ, CKIA et CKRL où elle traite littérature et danse contemporaine. 
Militante, ses mots sont également portés par diverses revues féministes. À la fois écrivaine, 
commissaire et animatrice, sa pratique plurielle l’a amenée à présenter son travail et nom-
bre de collaborations dans divers lieux et pays.
 
Paul Savoie est l'auteur d'une quarantaine de livres. Il a reçu le Prix Trillium à deux 
reprises, pour Bleu bémol et CRAC. Il est le directeur du Salon du livre de Toronto et il 
enseigne quelques cours de littérature à l'Université Brock.

Originaire de Montréal, Patricia Marceau a fait ses études en théâtre à New York. À 
Toronto depuis 1996 elle a travaillé en français et en anglais en cinéma/télé, voix off et 
en théâtre. Patricia a joué à travers le Canada, la Chine et à Moscou. Elle a travaillé avec 
Theatre Smith-Gilmour, le Théâtre français de Toronto, La Catapulte, Pleiades Theatre, 
Canadian Stage et Soulpepper.

11:20AM – 11:50AM

11:50AM – 12:10PM

12:10PM – 12:30PM

12:50PM – 1:10PM

12:30PM – 12:50PM

MINIVERS : À LA RECHERCHE DU 
GâTEAU MOELLEUX!

LOUIS PARMI LES SPECTRES
Fanny Britt

LE GRAND JEU-QUESTIONNAIRE SUR 
L’HISTOIRE DU CANADA POUR LES 
ENFANTS

LES DRAGOUILLES EN VACANCES ! 
Karine Gottot et Maxim Cyr

L'AGENT JEAN TOME 7 - L'ULTIME 
SyMBOLE ABSOLU
Alex A.

ANIMATEURS

Avec Denis Grignon et Nancy Payne du magazine Kayak : Navigue dans l’histoire du 
Canada.

Venez découvrir Minivers dans un spectacle amusant et divertissant pour toute la famille. 
Josée, Lexie et Christopher plongent les enfants dans une aventure où ils organisent une 
fête surprise pour leur ami Yéti. À travers le jeu, la musique et la danse, vos tout-petits vont 
les aider à résoudre des problèmes farfelus. Avec MINIVERS, on s’amuse en apprenant! 
Joignez-vous à nous, ça va être excitant…

commandITé par
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MINIVERS : À LA RECHERCHE DU 
GâTEAU MOELLEUX!

MA BRANCHE PRÉFÉRÉE 
Mireille Messier

UN MOINE TROP BAVARD 
Claude Forand

SKI, BLANCHE ET AVALANCHE
Pierre-Luc Bélanger

2:20PM – 2:40PM LE PENSIONNAT

Voici une histoire tragique inscrite dans le passé de notre pays. Celle de Nipishish et de ses 
amis, qui sont transplantés contre leur gré dans un pensionnat indien. Pour le privilège 
d'apprendre à lire et à compter, les jeunes Amérindiens auront un prix horrible à payer…
Une aventure vécue, écrite dans une langue magnifique, qui restera gravée dans le cœur 
des lecteurs. • domInIque eT compagnIe

Michel Noël se dit Métis et Homme de plume. Il est auteur québécois d’origine 
amérindienne et il a consacré sa vie à faire la promotion des riches cultures des peuples 
autochtones. Michel Noël est un auteur prolifique. Il a plus d’une centaine d’œuvres à son 
crédit. Il écrit depuis près de 50 ans et s’est mérité plusieurs prix prestigieux au cours de 
sa carrière, dont le prix du Gouverneur Général du Canada, le prix TD, le prix Antoine de 
St-Exupéry et l’Ordre national du Québec.

Venez découvrir Minivers dans un spectacle amusant et divertissant pour toute la famille. 
Josée, Lexie et Christopher plongent les enfants dans une aventure où ils organisent une 
fête surprise pour leur ami Yéti. À travers le jeu, la musique et la danse, vos tout-petits vont 
les aider à résoudre des problèmes farfelus. Avec MINIVERS, on s’amuse en apprenant! 
Joignez-vous à nous, ça va être excitant…

LAURÉATS DU PRIX DU LIVRE 
D’ENFANT TRILLIUM

1:10PM – 1:30PM

1:30PM – 1:50PM

1:50PM – 2:20PM

RELEVEZ LE DÉFI FRANçAISE !
TAKE THE FRENCH CHALLENGE!

2:40PM – 2:50PM

Que vous soyez débutant ou avancé en français langue seconde ou même francophone, ce 
défi est pour vous. Venez vous joindre à nous et essayer de résoudre quelques devinettes 
difficiles. Les finalistes seront invités sur la scène pour tenter de gagner des prix exception-
nels. Ouvert à tous.
 
Are you a beginner or at an advanced level in French as a second language? Maybe you are 
francophone? This challenge is for you. Come visit us and try your hand at some tricky rid-
dles. Finalists are invited on stage to try and win exceptional prizes. All ages are welcome.
 

Toronto

French Book Fair

FRENCH BOOK FAIR
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LAURÉATS DU PRIX LITTÉRAIRE 
TRILLIUM

LA MAUVAISE MèRE
À la suite de Jean-Jacques Rousseau, ces confessions au féminin : l’auteure/la narratrice, en 
retraçant les moments importants de sa vie, spécialement ceux en rapport avec ses enfants, 
en lien avec son rôle de mère, questionne ses choix, fait l’aveu de ses erreurs. Moments 
choisis, fragments, présentés de façon chronologique et nourris par des réflexions actuelles 
sur ces souvenirs. • édITIons prIse de parole
  
Nouvelliste, romancière, poète, essayiste, Marguerite Andersen a publié une quinzaine 
d’ouvrages littéraires, dont plusieurs furent primés : La mauvaise mère (Prix Trillium, 2014), 
Le figuier sur le toit (Prix Trillium, Prix des lecteurs Radio-Canada, 2009) et La soupe (Grand 
prix du Salon du livre de Toronto, 2000). Femme cosmopolite, elle a vécu dans plusieurs 
pays du monde et vit aujourd’hui à Toronto.
 

2:50PM – 3:10PMUNE SIMPLE HISTOIRE D’AMOUR

Dans le deuxième tome attendu avec impatience, les Lafrance se relèvent à peine de leurs 
épreuves précédentes et voient leur vie de famille complètement chamboulée. En plus, le 
père de Jaquelin débarque sans s’annoncer. Haïssable, autoritaire et égoïste, il fait régner sa 
loi dans la maison ! À bout de nerfs, Marie-Thérèse s’éclipse à Montréal chez une cousine. 
Le pauvre Jaquelin doit alors veiller au bon fonctionnement de la maisonnée, s’occuper de 
cinq enfants et supporter le vieil homme acariâtre. Tome un sera également discuté. 
• guy saInT-Jean édITeur

Connue pour son tempérament énergique et chaleureux, Louise Tremblay d’Essiambre 
aime ses personnages comme s’ils étaient ses propres enfants et les laisse gentiment habit-
er dans sa tête jusqu’à ce qu’ils lui aient tout raconté. Entre deux romans, elle aime bien 
voyager, jardiner, cuisiner soupes et ragoûts, s’occuper de ses neuf enfants et prendre le 
temps de rêver à sa prochaine histoire.

L’Alliance Française de Toronto est une organisation à but non lucratif, 100% canadienne, 
offrant aux habitants du Grand Toronto une grande variété de cours de français langue 
seconde destinés aux enfants, adolescents et adultes de tous niveaux. L’AFT offre aussi 
un programme d’activités culturelles de plus de 100 événements représentant toutes les 
francophonies du monde.
 
Alliance Française Toronto is a 100% Canadian non-profit and charity organisation offer-
ing the GTA community a wide range of French as a Second Language language courses 
to children, teenagers, and adults from all levels. AFT also offers a cultural program of over 
100 events representing the Francophonie of the world.

3:10PM – 3:40PM

Célébration du 30e anniversaire du Prix littéraire Trillium/Trillium Book Award. Venez 
fêter avec nous et les lauréats du prix !

TFO franco stage | franco scène TFO

French Book Fair

FRENCH BOOK FAIR
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TORONTO, JE T’AIME
Raymond a quitté le Bénin et Bijou pour refaire sa vie au Canada. À travers son regard, 
on observe Toronto, la ville magnifique, où il fait la connaissance de gens qui vibrent 
au rythme de leurs rêves. Il jette un regard franc et neuf sur les origines diverses et les 
motivations de son entourage. Toronto, je t'aime raconte le rêve de renaissance qui 
accompagne le coup de foudre d'un homme pour une ville pleine de promesses. 
• les édITIons du VermIllon
  
Didier Leclair, de son vrai nom, Didier Kabagema, est né en 1967 à Montréal de parents 
d'origine rwandaise. En 1987, il choisit Toronto où il finit par s'y installer après des études 
de Lettres, à l'Université Laurentienne à Sudbury. Didier Leclair a remporté le Prix litté-
raire Trillium en 2001 pour son premier roman, Toronto, je t'aime. Le bonheur est un parfum 
sans nom est son plus récent ouvrage.
 
PASSERELLES
Suivant parallèlement le déroulement d’un jour et des saisons de l’année, Passerelles, le 
tout premier recueil de poésie de Michèle Matteau, explore le cheminement humain. De 
la naissance du jour au déclin de la lumière, l’auteure se souvient des voix qui se sont 
éteintes et raconte par bribes imagées leurs passages, leurs chants secrets et leurs appels, 
déchirés entre la joie et la douleur, la certitude et le doute, la révolte et l’acceptation. 
Lucide, l’auteure s’approprie leur parcours pour mieux définir le sien. 
• les édITIons l'InTerlIgne
  
Michèle Matteau est née et a étudié au Québec. Depuis 1985, elle habite Ottawa.   
Romancière, dramaturge et poète, ses œuvres lui ont mérité plusieurs prix littéraires dont 
deux fois le prix Trillium, pour le roman Cognac et Porto (2002) et le recueil de poésie 
Passerelles (2010), traduit en anglais sous le titre : Portals of Memory. Elle a publié depuis 
2000, sept romans, deux recueils de poésie, un recueil de nouvelles et deux pièces de 
théâtre.

LA MESURE DU TEMPS
Ce roman imagé aux accents poétiques effectue une plongée saisissante dans la psyché hu-
maine. Bernard, un homme du monde dans la soixantaine, retourne à Saint-Boniface pour 
renouer avec ses origines. Accompagné de Marjolaine – une jeune femme qui a été sa pro-
tégée –, il arpente la ville sur les traces des lieux, des êtres et des événements qui ont mar-
qué son enfance singulière. Bernard se laisse progressivement aller à des confidences qui 
le révèlent, aux yeux de Marjolaine, sous un jour nouveau. • édITIons prIse de parole
 
Jean Boisjoli est né et a grandi à Saint-Boniface, au Manitoba. Journaliste à Radio-Canada 
et à CBC, puis avocat, il a notamment été directeur du cabinet du ministre fédéral chargé 
des Affaires constitutionnelles. Il a fait son entrée dans les lettres comme poète et a publié 
trois recueils, qui ont été bien reçus. Jean Boisjoli vit actuellement à Ottawa. La mesure du 
temps est son premier roman (Prix Trillium 2017).

TFO franco stage | franco scène TFO
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4:30PM – 4:50PM

4:10PM – 4:30PM

4:50PM – 5:20PM

À QUI LA FAUTE ?

Ils se connaissent depuis longtemps. Leurs enfants font du sport ensemble. Toutefois, si 
la vie de famille les réunit, des liens pernicieux se sont tissés entre certains… qui les dé-
suniront au fil d’événements tragiques ayant pour point de départ un incident à l’aréna. 
Mais est-ce bien ce moment qui a tout fait basculer ? Plusieurs dangers ne les menaçaient-
ils pas déjà, larvés dans leurs existences en apparence tranquilles ? C’est ce que Maud 
Graham et ses enquêteurs de Québec devront fouiller. • édITIons druIde
  
Talentueuse et prolifique, Chrystine Brouillet a écrit une cinquantaine de romans, sur-
tout policiers. Sa série mettant en scène la détective Maud Graham connait un énorme 
succès, avec plus de 650 000 exemplaires vendus. Maud Graham cultive, à l’image de son 
auteure, un doux penchant pour la gourmandise.

DU PAIN ET DU JASMIN

1984 : les émeutes du pain — 2010 : la Révolution du jasmin. Deux périodes tumultueuses 
vécues à près de trente ans de distance par une mère et sa fille. Nadia quitte sa Tunisie 
natale pendant les émeutes qui secouent le pays en 1984. Révoltée contre ses parents, elle 
est surtout indignée par la culture du silence et la soumission que la jeunesse ne peut plus 
tolérer. Vingt-cinq ans plus tard, sa fille, Lila séjourne à Tunis et elle fera face à une autre 
révolution. • édITIons daVId
 
Militante des droits de la personne, Monia Mazigh est née en 1969 en Tunisie et a immi-
gré au Canada en 1991, pour ses études. Depuis 1998, elle habite dans la région d’Ottawa 
avec son mari et ses deux enfants. Elle s’est fait connaître pour avoir défendu l’innocence 
de son mari Maher Arar, injustement renvoyé des États-Unis vers les prisons syriennes où 
il fut torturé.

VOyAGER DANS LE TEMPS 

Dans leurs romans d’initiation, Daniel Grenier et Stéphane Larue nous ramènent dans 
le passé où nous découvrons les vies déchaînées de leurs personnages.

L’ANNÉE LA PLUS LONGUE
L’année la plus longue est un roman des territoires éternels et des destinées fragiles, des 
tribus déportées et des guerres civiles ; légende d’une autre époque qui cherche à con-
quérir la nôtre et à la transcender. Daniel Grenier signe avec ce premier roman une grande 
épopée américaine traversant trois siècles, une histoire inoubliable de vies trop courtes et 
de vies sans fin. • le quarTanIer

TFO franco stage | franco scène TFO

Venez découvrir Minivers dans un spectacle amusant et divertissant pour toute la famille. 
Josée, Lexie et Christopher plongent les enfants dans une aventure où ils organisent une 
fête surprise pour leur ami Yéti. À travers le jeu, la musique et la danse, vos tout-petits vont 
les aider à résoudre des problèmes farfelus. Avec MINIVERS, on s’amuse en apprenant! 
Joignez-vous à nous, ça va être excitant…

MINIVERS : À LA RECHERCHE DU 
GâTEAU MOELLEUX!

3:40PM – 4:10PM
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5:20PM – 6:00PM

Né à Brossard en 1980, Daniel Grenier est traducteur et romancier. Il a fait paraître trois 
livres au Quartanier : La solitude de l’écrivain de fond (essai, 2017), L’année la plus longue 
(roman, 2015, prix littéraire des Collégiens, finaliste aux Prix du Gouverneur général et 
au Prix des Libraires) et Malgré tout on rit à Saint-Henri (nouvelles, 2012). Il a publié chez 
divers éditeurs plusieurs traductions d’auteurs canadiens-anglais. Il vit à Québec.
 
LE PLONGEUR
Nous sommes à Montréal au début de l’hiver 2002. Le narrateur n’a pas vingt ans. Il aime 
Lovecraft, le métal, les comic books et la science-fiction. Depuis des mois, il évite ses amis, 
ment et s’endette. Il joue aux loteries vidéo et tout son argent y passe. Il se retrouve à bout 
de ressources, isolé, sans appartement. C’est à ce moment qu’il devient plongeur au restau-
rant La Trattoria, où il se liera d’amitié avec Bébert. • le quarTanIer
 

Stéphane Larue est né à Longueuil en 1983. Il détient une maîtrise en littérature com-
parée de l’Université de Montréal. Il travaille dans le milieu de la restauration depuis 
une quinzaine d’années. Il vit à Montréal. Son premier roman, Le plongeur, est paru au 
Quartanier en 2016. Il a remporté le Prix des libraires 2017.

TOURNOI DE SLAM | SLAM POETRy 
ANIMÉ PAR FRANC'OPEN MIC

Cette année à WOTS Toronto, Franc'Open Mic anime un atelier de slam créatif en fran-
çais et un tournoi de slam. Franc'Open Mic est la première scène de Toronto ouverte à tous 
les arts tels que la musique, la chanson, la poésie, le slam, la comédie, l'impro ou encore 
le conte. Franc'Open Mic a été créé par Florian François et Cyril Mignotet en 2014 pour 
offrir une scène où les artistes peuvent partager leur univers artistique en Français devant 
un public réceptif.

This year Franc'Open Mic is teaching a slam poetry workshop in French as well as hosting 
a slam poetry competition. Franc’Open Mic is the first francophone open stage in Toronto 
for all performing arts including singing, music, stand-up, poetry, improv, storytelling and 
the spoken word. Franc'Open Mic was created by Florian François and Cyril Mignotet in 
2014 to offer a place where like-minded artists can share their artistic world in French in 
front of a receptive audience.

Florian François est un acteur, improvisateur, scénariste et animateur originaire de la 
France. Il a récemment produit la série télé Rencontres (Bell Fibe TV) et a joué dans de 
nombreux courts et longs métrages, ainsi que dans d'autres productions télévisuelles. Il se 
produit régulièrement sur scène à travers l'Ontario et le Québec.

Cyril Mignotet est un auteur-compositeur-interprète originaire de France. Il a joué régu-
lièrement sur les scènes à travers le Canada sous son nom de scène Kyris. Il est actuelle-
ment dans les finalistes de Rond Point APCM (anciennement Ontario Pop). Sa chanson 
phare Le cœur du monde sortira bientôt sur un EP.

TFO franco stage | franco scène TFO
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rant La Trattoria, où il se liera d’amitié avec Bébert. • le quarTanIer

Stéphane Larue est né à Longueuil en 1983. Il détient une maîtrise en littérature com-
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11:00AM – 1:00PM

1:00PM – 1:30PM

1:30PM – 2:00PM

MAPPING TORONTO: STORIES FROM 
THE SIX

sponsored by

2017 ToronTo Book AwArds FinAlisT
IN THE BLACK: My LIFE

In the Black traces B. Denham Jolly’s personal and professional struggle for a place in a 
country where Black Canadians have faced systematic discrimination. He arrived from 
Jamaica to attend university in the mid-1950s and worked as a high school teacher before 
going into the nursing and retirement-home business. Though he was ultimately success-
ful in his business ventures, Jolly faced both overt and covert discrimination, which led 
him into social activism. The need for a stronger voice for the Black community fuelled 
Jolly’s 12-year battle to get a licence for a Black-owned radio station in Toronto. At its 
launch in 2001, Flow 93.5 became the model for urban music stations across the country. 
•ecw press

B. Denham Jolly is an award-winning businessman, publisher, broadcaster, and civil 
rights activist. He was the founding president of the Black Business and Professional 
Association and later served as the publisher of Contrast and launched Flow 93.5, Canada’s 
first Black-owned broadcaster. He lives in Toronto, Ontario.

2017 ToronTo Book AwArds FinAlisT
LIFE ON THE GROUND FLOOR

In this deeply personal book, humanitarian doctor and activist James Maskalyk draws 
upon his experience treating patients in the world’s emergency rooms. From Toronto to 
Addis Ababa, Cambodia to Bolivia, he discovers that although the cultures, resources, and 
medical challenges of each hospital may differ, they are linked indelibly by the ground 
floor: the location of their emergency rooms. Here, on the ground floor, is where Dr. 
Maskalyk witnesses the story of “human aliveness”—our mourning and laughter, trag-
edies and hopes, the frailty of being and the resilience of the human spirit. And it’s here 
too that he is swept into the story, confronting his fears and doubts and questioning what 
it is to be a doctor. •doubleday canada

James Maskalyk is an emergency-room physician, award-winning teacher, and member 
of Médecins Sans Frontières. He is the author of the highly acclaimed Six Months in Sudan, 
and currently divides his time between Toronto and Addis Ababa.

Diaspora Dialogues invites you to experience your city through the poems and stories of 
six Toronto writers. Mapping Toronto: Stories From the Six celebrates this city’s diversity 
with readings and discussion focused on different neighbourhoods throughout the GTA. 
Show up and rep your community, rediscover Toronto through literature. With writers 
Catherine Hernandez, Phoebe Wang, Ian Kamau, Nadia Ragbar, Alissa York, and 
Sofia Mostaghimi. Moderated by Aparita Bhandari.
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2017 ToronTo Book AwArds FinAlisT
SCARBOROUGH

2017 ToronTo Book AwArds FinAlisT
I HEAR SHE’S A REAL BITCH 

Toronto restaurateur Jen Agg, the woman behind the popular The Black Hoof, Cocktail 
Bar, Rhum Corner, Grey Gardens, and Agrikol (Montreal) restaurants, is known for her 
frank, sharp, and often hilarious observations and ideas about the restaurant industry and 
the world around her. I Hear She’s a Real Bitch is caustic yet intimate, and wryly observant; 
an unforgettable glimpse into the life of one of the most interesting, smart, trail-blazing 
voices of this moment. •doubleday canada

I Hear She’s a Real Bitch is Jen Agg’s first book. 

Scarborough employs a multitude of voices to tell the story of a tight-knit neighbourhood 
under fire: among them, Victor, a black artist harassed by the police; Winsum, a West 
Indian restaurant owner struggling to keep it together; and Hina, a Muslim school worker 
who witnesses first-hand the impact of poverty on education. And then there are the three 
kids who work to rise above a system that consistently fails them: Bing, a gay Filipino 
boy who lives under the shadow of his father’s mental illness; Sylvie, Bing’s best friend, a 
Native girl whose family struggles to find a permanent home to live in; and Laura, whose 
history of neglect by her mother is destined to repeat itself with her father. 
•arsenal pulp press

Catherine Hernandez is a queer theatre practitioner and writer. Her plays Singkil and Kilt 
Pins were published by Playwrights Canada Press. Her children’s book M is for Mustache: 
A Pride ABC Book was published by Flamingo Rampant. She is the Artistic Director of b 
current. She lives in Scarborough, Ontario.

2:30PM – 3:00PM

3:00PM – 4:00PM 2017 ToronTo Book AwArds FinAlisT
ANy OTHER WAy: HOW TORONTO 
GOT QUEER 

Editors of Any Other Way discuss the challenges of editing and assembling this exhaustive 
and timely anthology. Toronto is home to multiple and thriving queer communities that 
reflect the dynamism of a global city. Any Other Way is an eclectic and richly illustrated lo-
cal history that reveals how these individuals and community networks have transformed 
Toronto from a place of churches and conservative mores into a city that has consistently 
led the way in queer activism, not just in Canada but internationally. From the earliest pio-
neers to the parades, pride, and politics of the contemporary era, Any Other Way draws on 
a range of voices to explore how the residents of queer Toronto have shaped and reshaped 
one of the world’s most diverse cities. •coach house books

2:00PM – 2:30PM
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4:30PM – 5:00PM

5:00PM – 5:30PM

5:30PM – 6:00PM

2017 ToronTo Book AwArds FinAlisT
I HEAR SHE’S A REAL BITCH By 
JEN AGG

2017 ToronTo Book AwArds FinAlisT
SCARBOROUGH By 
CATHERINE HERNANDEZ

AN ENDURING WILDERNESS: 
TORONTO'S NATURAL PARKLANDS

Author/photographer Robert Burley with contributor Anne Michaels (Toronto Poet 
Laureate)

Toronto book awards tent

2017 ToronTo Book AwArds FinAlisT
IN THE BLACK: My LIFE By 
B. DENHAM JOLLy 

4:00PM – 4:30PM
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12:00PM – 1:00PM

1:00PM – 2:00PM

TORONTO’S HOUSING BUBBLE: HOW 
BAD IS IT?

TRUMP AND CANADA: WHAT NEXT?

HOST

David Rider is the Toronto Star’s city hall bureau chief in charge of covering Mayor John 
Tory’s administration, and previously, the coverage at city hall of former mayor Rob Ford. 
Rider has also been an editor at the Star, a reporter and editor at other Canadian and 
international news outlets, and an English teacher in Japan. 

Tess Kalinowski has been the Toronto Star’s real estate reporter for more than a year. 
She has also covered the transportation and education beats. Tess considers herself very 
fortunate to own a home in the GTA because she could never afford to purchase one now.

Edward Keenan is a city columnist for the Toronto Star who has lived in the city all his life. 
His book Some Great Idea: Good Neighbourhoods, Crazy Politics, and the Invention of Toronto 
explores Toronto’s history and identity crisis in the years since amalgamation, and he is 
also the author of the children’s book The Art of the Possible: An Everyday Guide to Politics. 

Chantal Hébert, Toronto Star political columnist, cut her teeth in politics at Queen’s Park 
in the late seventies covering the minority governments of Premier William Davis. Since 
then she has reported in French and in English on Canada’s constitutional and referen-
dum wars, the 1988 free-trade debate, as well as the ups and downs of federal politics over 
the last 35 years. Her second book, The Morning After, dealing with the 1995 referendum, 
was published in 2014.

City Hall bureau chief David Rider, real estate reporter Tess Kalinowski, and city 
columnist Edward Keenan exchange views on Toronto’s housing crisis and what can be 
done about it.

Join political columnist Chantal Hébert, Washington correspondent Daniel Dale, and 
national affairs columnist Thomas Walkom as they evaluate President Donald Trump’s 
first nine months in office and how it impacts U.S.-Canada relations.

Dan Smith is the former Insight editor at the Toronto Star and is the author of The Seventh 
Fire: The Struggle for Aboriginal Government.

Daniel Dale is the Toronto Star’s Washington correspondent. He covered Toronto’s city 
hall from 2010 to early 2015. He has won two Goff Penny awards as Canada’s best young 
journalist and a National Newspaper Award for short features.

sponsored by
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2:00PM – 3:00PM ALL THAT GLITTERS AT TIFF AND THE 
MOVIES

Movie critics Peter Howell and Linda Barnard discuss the glitz, glamour, and glitter 
behind, and in, the movies at the Toronto International Film Festival.

Thomas Walkom, Toronto Star national affairs columnist, writes on political economy. 
The winner of two National Newspaper Awards, he was the Star’s Queen’s Park columnist 
for eight years. Before that, he wrote for The Globe and Mail, first as an Ottawa parliamen-
tary reporter, then as Tokyo bureau chief. He has a PhD in economics from the University 
of Toronto and is the author of Rae Days: The Rise and Follies of the NDP. His column ap-
pears Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. 

Peter Howell is the movie critic for the Toronto Star. He’s also president and co-founder 
of the Toronto Film Critics Association (TFCA), which is celebrating its 20th anniversary 
in 2017.  Howell contributes to thestar.com website and often discusses movies as a guest 
on local and national radio and TV shows. Prior to movies, he was the Star’s pop music 
critic. He has been a member of the Star’s Entertainment department since 1991. An 
ebook of Howell’s reviews of his favorite films, titled Movies I Can’t Live Without, has been 
published by the Toronto Star. Howell is also the author of the self-published pulp novel, 
Hot Pine, a tale of mystery and lust set in the dark forests of Algonquin Park.

Linda Barnard is a National Newspaper Award-winning freelance writer and movie crit-
ic for the Toronto Star and thestar.com. A journalist for more than three decades, she says 
covering TIFF is the high point of her movie year—although as with any marathon, she’s 
extremely glad when it’s over. She is a member of the Toronto Film Critics Association 
and the Alliance of Women Film Journalists, has interviewed stars from Angelina Jolie to 
Kermit the Frog, and has participated on film juries, including Canada’s Top 10.
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Susan G. Cole is the author of two books on violence against women, a playwright, 
editor and frequent on-stage host and interviewer at literary festivals. She is currently 
Contributing Books Editor at NOW Magazine. Follow her on Twitter @susangcole.

Sue Carter is editor-in-chief at Quill & Quire, Canada's publishing-industry magazine, 
and a weekly books columnist for Metro News.

11:15AM – 11:45AMFARMERS ARE EARLy RISERS

TRUE CONFESSIONS FROM THE NINTH CONCESSION
A funny and affectionate chronicle of rural life written by Canada’s funniest farmer. In 
1988, Needles and his wife left the city to start a family in a country community north of 
Toronto. They stocked their farm with sheep, cattle, chickens, pigs, and eventually, four 
children. Needles’ charming book unfolds in essays dated from 1997 to 2016, offering 
homespun advice for successful country living and a laugh-out-loud perspective on small-
town life. • harbour publIshIng

Dan Needles won the 2003 Stephen Leacock Medal for Humour for With Axe & Flask 
and his Wingfield Farm stage plays have appeared in theatres across North America. His 
columns have been published in Harrowsmith-Country Life, Country Guide, Small Farm 
Canada, In the Hills, On the Bay, Watershed, and other publications. Needles was appointed 
a Member of the Order of Canada in 2014 for his work that celebrates the people of rural 
Canada. He lives with his wife at Larkspur Farm near Collingwood, ON.

THE NEW FARM
The inspiring and sometimes hilarious story of a family that quit the rat race and left the 
city to live out their ideals on an organic farm, and ended up building a model for a new 
kind of agriculture. • random house canada

Brent Preston worked as a human rights investigator, aid worker, election observer, and 
journalist on four continents before finding his true calling as a farmer. In 2003 he and 
his wife, Gillian Flies, abandoned successful careers in Toronto, and moved to a run-down 
farm outside Creemore, Ontario. Since then, they have built The Farm into a thriving 
business, leading the good food revolution. Preston speaks often on food and farming 
issues, and writes for the Huffington Post.

Escape the city and return to a simpler way of life: everyone knows someone who has 
contemplated this move, but only some of us know someone who jumped with both 
feet and landed in a farmyard. Hear two successful urban-to-rural migrants, Dan Needles 
and Brent Preston, explain what it’s like to leave the rat race and become country mice. 

HOSTS

sponsored by
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11:45AM – 12:30PM CALL ME AN OUTCAST

A BRIEF HISTORy OF OVERSHARING
Comedian Shawn Hitchins explores his irreverent nature in this debut collection of es-
says. Hitchins doesn’t shy away from his failures or celebrate his mild successes—he sac-
rifices them for an audience’s amusement. Blunt, awkward, emotional, and ribald, this 
anthology of humiliation culminates in a greater understanding of love, work, and family. 
• ecw press

Best known for sparking the global wave of Ginger Pride by marching hundreds of red-
heads through the streets of Edinburgh, Shawn Hitchins is an award-winning entertainer 
who has toured throughout Canada, the U.S., and the U.K. Hitchins was raised in a hay-
field, educated in a swamp, and still has all his own teeth. He resides in Toronto, Ontario 
(a city he’s tried to escape since Y2K).

MITZI ByTES
A grown-up Harriet the Spy for the digital age, Mitzi Bytes examines the bonds of family 
and friendship, and the truths we dare tell about ourselves—and others. 
• harpercollIns canada

Kerry Clare is a National Magazine Award-nominated writer and editor of the anthology 
The M Word: Conversations About Motherhood. Her essays, reviews and short fiction have 
appeared most recently in The Globe and Mail, Chatelaine, Joyland, and Canadian Notes & 
Queries. Kerry teaches blogging at the University of Toronto and writes about books and 
reading at her popular website, PickleMeThis.com. She is also Editor at 49thshelf.com.

EVERyONE’S A ALIEBN WHEN UR A ALIEBN TOO
everyone’s a aliebn when ur a aliebn too is the illustrated story of a lonely alien sent to 
observe Earth, only to meet all sorts of creatures with all sorts of perspectives on life, love, 
and happiness, all while learning to feel a little better about being an alien—based on the 
enormously popular Twitter account, @jonnysun. • harper perennIal

Jonathan Sun is the author behind @jonnysun. When he isn’t tweeting, he is an archi-
tect, designer, engineer, artist, playwright, and comedy writer. As a playwright, Jonathan’s 
works have been performed at the Yale School of Drama, the Hart House Theater in 
Toronto, the Toronto Theater Lab’s First Sight festival, and the University of Toronto 
Drama Festival. As an artist and illustrator, his work has been commissioned by the New 
Haven ArtSpace, and exhibited at Yale and the University of Toronto.

Every single person on this planet is unique, so don’t ever let the haters get you down. 
Learn from the best as Shawn Hitchins exploits his own misadventures for your enjoy-
ment, Kerry Clare shows us what it’s like to be caught dishing the dirt, and Jonathan 
Sun brings us the little alien who could. 
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12:30PM – 1:00PM

1:00PM – 1:45PM

THIS TIME IT’S PERSONAL

QUEERING TORONTO

BAD ENGINE
Bad Engine brings together newly revised versions of about 100 poems selected from 
Dennis's published work, along with over twenty new poems. This volume marks a mile-
stone in the career of a homegrown, no-bullshit, tells-it-like-he-sees-it populist bard. In 
these pages the reader will find a rollicking tale of drinking with racists, poignant prayers 
for quiet nights with lovers, a mindful meditation about a stoned dragonfly, and the not-
quite-resigned laughter of a man smashing away at a keyboard for four decades and be-
coming neither rich nor famous. • anVIl press

Michael Dennis is a poet from Ottawa, Ontario. He has published seven books of poetry 
and nearly twenty chapbooks, and has been widely published in Canadian literary maga-
zines and journals. For the last three years Dennis has been the labour behind “Today’s 
book of poetry” a regular blog where Dennis talks about books of poetry he likes. These 
days he can be found in Vanier, keeping his laneway clean.

PRECIOUS ENERGy 
A uniquely playful collection of vibrantly sad, peculiar, and often funny poems about 
domestic life, motherhood and the baffled child that remains within us all. Featuring a 
coterie of subjects, from fish sticks and LEGO pieces to mothers too tired to have sex and 
solitary swans in everyone’s basement, these poems dexterously navigate a landscape of 
domestic isolation, insecure attachments, and confused personal boundaries with honesty 
and unexpected humour.  • bookThug

Poet and playwright Shannon Bramer lives in Toronto. Previous collections of poetry 
include: suitcases and other poems (winner of the 2000 Hamilton & Region Best Book 
Award), scarf, and The Refrigerator Memory. She regularly conducts poetry workshops for 
students of all ages. An illustrated collection of poems for very young children is forth-
coming from Groundwood Books in the spring of 2019. Precious Energy is her first full-
length collection in over a decade.

Whether insinuating or blunt in its message, poetry can be a wonderfully personal art. 
Join Michael Dennis and Shannon Bramer as they showcase their feelings about the 
things in life, big and small. 

Toronto is a city with a long, rich, queer history and several flourishing and supportive 
queer communities. Get schooled on Toronto’s LGBTQ+ past, present, and future with 
Jane Farrow, Rahim Thawer, and Marilyn Schuster who are bringing the best of queer 
academia to the stage.

ANy OTHER WAy: HOW TORONTO GOT QUEER
Toronto is home to multiple and thriving queer communities that reflect the dynamism 
of a global city.  Any Other Way is an eclectic and richly illustrated local history that reveals 
how these individuals and community networks have transformed Toronto from a place 
of churches and conservative mores into a city that has consistently led the way in queer 
activism, not just in Canada but internationally. • coach house books

Vibrant voices of ontario tent
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IMPORT/EXPORT: RACE, CULTURE, 
AND DIASPORA THROUGH A 
CONTEMPORARy LENS

We live in a global community that is sadly divided, but, thankfully, we have writers like 
Canisia Lubrin and Mehri Yalfani who believe in the restorative power of language and 
sharing stories.  

1:45PM – 2:15PM

Jane Farrow was the first executive director of Jane's Walk. For ten years she worked as 
a CBC Radio One host and producer on such programs as The Sunday Edition and Q. 
Spacing Magazine named Jane one of the “10 People We Love” in their 10 Year Anniversary 
Issue, The Toronto Community Foundation recognized Jane's contribution to urban resil-
iency with a Vital People Award in 2010, and in 2014 she was honoured with a Lifetime 
Achievement LGBTQ Inspire Award.

Rahim Thawer is a registered social worker, consultant, post-secondary instructor, and 
mental health counsellor. He has worked at multiple HIV/AIDS service organizations 
and continues to work in direct practice settings with newcomer, racialized, and LGBTQ 
communities. Rahim is an active community organizer with Salaam: Queer Muslim 
Community and is the co-founder of Ismaili Queers: Advocates for Pluralism.
 
A QUEER LOVE STORy: THE LETTERS OF JANE RULE 
AND RICK BèBOUT
A Queer Love Story presents the first 15 years of correspondence between Jane Rule, novel-
ist, essayist, and the first widely recognized “public lesbian” in North America, and Rick 
Bébout, editor with the Toronto-based Body Politic. At turns poignant, scintillating, and in-
cisive, their exchanges include ruminations on queer life and the writing life as they docu-
ment some of the most pressing LGBT issues and events of the 80s and ’90s. • ubc press

Marilyn R. Schuster is the author of Marguerite Duras Revisited and Passionate 
Communities: Reading Lesbian Resistance in Jane Rule’s Fiction. She was the Andrew W. 
Mellon Professor in the Humanities at Smith College, Northampton, Massachusetts and 
lives in Oakland, California.

VOODOO HyPOTHESIS
In Voodoo Hypothesis, Canisia Lubrin pulls from pop culture, science, and contemporary 
news stories about race to ask what would happen if the systems of belief that give sci-
ence, religion, and culture their importance were applied to contemporary Black experi-
ence. With irreverence toward colonialism, and wide-ranging lines deftly touched with 
Caribbean Creole and baroque language, Lubrin has created a beautifully subversive 
book that shows us the restorative possibilities that exist in language. • wolsak & wynn

Canisia Lubrin was born in St. Lucia. She has had work published in several major liter-
ary journals and has been an arts administrator and community advocate for close to two 
decades. She studied at York University where she won the President’s Prize in poetry and 
the Sylvia Ellen Hirsch Memorial Award in Creative Writing. Lubrin holds an MFA from 
the University of Guelph-Humber and teaches at Humber College. She lives in Whitby.

Vibrant voices of ontario tent
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2:15PM – 2:35PM

2:35PM – 3:15PM

WRITING DIVERCITy

TRILLIUM BOOK AWARD CELEBRATION

THE STREET OF BUTTERFLIES
These stories feature Iranian women facing displacement, cultural change, and struggles 
for survival living in the North American diaspora. At the same time, the challenges they 
face also reveal their racial, gendered, and cultural anxieties. Several stories portray the 
many dimensions of the migrant’s strive (or the refusal) to build a home, away from 
home. Other stories set in post-revolutionary Iran lay bare the prosecution of political 
activists. • Inanna publIcaTIons

Mehri Yalfani was born in Hamadan, Iran. Her novel, Dancing in a Broken Mirror, pub-
lished in Iran, was a finalist for the Book of the Year (2000). Her English publications in-
clude Parastoo, Two Sisters, and Afsaneh’s Moon. A volume of poetry in Farsi, Rahavard, was 
published in 2004. Her short fiction has appeared in several North American anthologies.

wrITIng dIVercITy is a fiction contest for writers under 35, and aims to highlight the 
diversity and vibrancy of emerging Canadian talent. The winning submissions will be pre-
sented by their authors, followed by reflections from judges Elyse Friedman and Phoebe 
Wang.

It’s the 30th Anniversary of the Trillium Book Award/ Prix Trillium. Be part of Ontario’s 
celebration! Help congratulate 2017 recipients Melanie Mah and Meaghan Strimas as 
they present their winning titles.

THE SWEETEST ONE
Cosmopolitan and curious seventeen-year-old Chrysler Wong suffers from a debilitating 
fear brought on by belief in a family curse. Three of her siblings have died after turn-
ing eighteen and venturing beyond the borders of their tiny rural Alberta town, and the 
fourth, her favourite, has recently left and is incommunicado. Is she destined to share their 
fate – or worse, doomed to live a circumscribed life? • cormoranT books
 
Melanie Mah was born in Rocky Mountain House, Alberta, and currently resides in 
Toronto. The Sweetest One, her first novel, won the 2017 Trillium Book Award.

yES OR NOPE
Funny and frank, playful and unpredictable, frequently outrageous and undeniably 
smart—Meaghan Strimas’s poems explore the lives of girls, women, and a few bad men 
who maybe wish they were a little better. Strimas tackles the darkest and most disturbing 
subjects with a sense of humour that never fails to find evidence of a grand, cosmic joke. 
Yes or Nope is as compulsively readable as it is emotionally unsettling. • mansfield press
 
Meaghan Strimas is the author of two previous collections of poetry and the editor of The 
Selected Gwendolyn MacEwen. She teaches writing at Humber College and is a managing 
editor at The Humber Literary Review. She lives in Toronto with her family.

Vibrant voices of ontario tent
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3:15PM – 3:45PM

3:45PM – 4:15PM

GREAT GOULD

THOSE IMPOSSIBLE MOMENTS

Considered one of the most influential musicians and cultural figures of his time, Glenn 
Gould remains a fascinating figure. With the support of the Glenn Gould Estate, Peter 
Goddard has drawn on Gould’s unpublished writings, interviews, and never-before-seen 
photographs to present a startling new portrait of Gould, the man and the musician. 
• dundurn press

Peter Goddard, the long-time music and visual arts critic for the Toronto Star, has hosted 
and contributed to numerous radio and television programs. A former Toronto Star music 
critic and the author of fifteen musical biographies, including books on Frank Sinatra, 
Bowie, Springsteen, and The Rolling Stones, Peter is also a composer and musician him-
self. He has performed as a concert pianist and has also played in a variety of bands. He 
lives in Creemore, Ontario.

Sometimes life delivers a sucker-punch straight to your gut, and all you can do is try to 
stand as tall as you can. Lisa Lisson and Manjusha Pawagi know that feeling better than 
most, and came through their hardships to share their stories. 

RESILIENCE: NAVIGATING LIFE, LOSS, AND THE ROAD TO 
SUCCESS
Resilience is the inspirational story of Lisa Lisson, who became the first female president of 
FedEx Canada while suffering a devastating personal tragedy. Part leadership guide, part 
memoir of loss, and part personal empowerment primer on how to achieve your goals no 
matter what the universe throws at you, Resilience is an inspirational story about how to 
rise to the top in a man’s world, triumph over adversity, lead a fulfilling life, and live each 
day with purpose and gratitude. • ecw press

Lisa Lisson is the president of FedEx Express Canada. She has been awarded a Diamond 
Jubilee Medal in recognition of her achievements and was inducted into the Women’s 
Executive Network Top 100 Hall of Fame in 2015. She lives in Burlington, Ontario.

LOVE AND LAUGHTER IN THE TIME OF CHEMOTHERAPy
In her wry, funny memoir about her fight with leukemia and her search to find a stem 
cell match, Manjusha Pawagi describes how the darkest moments of life can be made 
worse with roommates, details how much determination it takes to ignore the statistics, 
and answers the age-old question: what does it take to get a banana popsicle around here? 
• second sTory press

Manjusha Pawagi was a journalist, children’s author and lawyer before being appointed 
a family court judge in 2009. Her children’s book The Girl Who Hated Books is an interna-
tional bestseller, translated into more than a dozen languages and made into an award-
winning animated short by the National Film Board of Canada. She lives in Toronto with 
her husband Simon and children Jack and Anna.

Vibrant voices of ontario tent
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5:15PM – 6:00PMTORONTO POETRy SLAM TEAM

This year’s Toronto Poetry Slam Team is composed of the very element that makes the 
city so unabashedly wonderful—voice. Captain Luke Reece alongside Ayla Lefkowitz, 
SPIN El Poeta, and Jennifer Alicia Murrin prove the city’s most valuable asset is the 
stories within it.

4:45PM – 5:15PMTHE PRISONER AND THE CHAPLAIN

One man is awaiting execution and another man is listening to his story. As the hours 
drain away, the chaplain must decide if the prisoner’s story is an off-the-cuff confession 
or a last bid for salvation, while his own story is a last ditch plea for forgiveness told to a 
man who will never be able to repeat it. Each man’s past has led them to this place and 
only one of them will leave alive. If you had 12 hours left to live, what would you have to 
say? • wolsak & wynn

Michelle Berry is the author of three books of short stories and four novels, including 
This Book Will Not Save Your Life (which won the 2010 Colophon Award and was long-
listed for the 2011 ReLit Award). Berry is a reviewer for The Globe and Mail, and teaches at 
the University of Toronto and Humber College. Born in California and raised in Victoria, 
BC, Berry now lives in Peterborough, ON, where she operates an independent bookstore, 
Hunter Street Books.

4:15PM – 4:45PMHEART OF THE CITy

In the latest thrilling crime novel from bestselling author Robert Rotenberg, Homicide 
Detective Ari Greene discovers the bludgeoned body of Toronto’s most reviled developer 
behind his controversial new construction site. • sImon & schusTer canada

Robert Rotenberg is one of Toronto’s top criminal lawyers and the author of several 
bestselling novels, including Old City Hall, The Guilty Plea, Stray Bullets, and Stranglehold. 
He lives in Toronto with his wife, television news producer Vaune Davis, and their three 
children. Visit him at RobertRotenberg.com or follow him @RobertRotenberg.

Vibrant voices of ontario tent
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David Bezmozgis, a writer and filmmaker, is the Program Director of the Humber School 
for Writers. His writing has appeared in many publications, including The New Yorker, 
Harper’s, Zoetrope All-Story, and Best American Short Stories. He is the author of three books 
including The Betrayers which was short-listed for the Scotiabank Giller Prize. Most re-
cently, David was on the writing staff of the television series Orphan Black.
 
Alissa York is a professor at the Humber School for Writers. Her internationally acclaimed 
novels include Mercy, Effigy (short-listed for the Scotiabank Giller Prize), Fauna and, most 
recently, The Naturalist (winner of the Canadian Authors Association Fiction Award). 
Stories from York’s short fiction collection, Any Given Power, have won the Journey Prize 
and the Bronwen Wallace Award; her essays and articles have appeared in The Guardian, 
The Globe and Mail, Brick magazine and elsewhere. 

11:00AM – 11:45AM

12:00PM – 12:45PM

WHAT AGENTS SEEK

140 CHARACTERS OR ELSE: BEING AN 
AUTHOR IN THE AGE OF SOCIAL MEDIA

After more than a decade as a sales manager and book buyer for both national and in-
dependent book store chains, Olga Filina graduated from Humber’s Creative Book 
Publishing Program and spent two years as a literary assistant at The Cooke Agency, until 
she found her perfect home (and family!) at The Rights Factory.

Carolyn Forde has been at Westwood Creative Artists since 2005, and been a shareholder 
in the agency since 2010. She earned a Postgraduate Certificate in Publishing Sciences 
from Robert Gordon University in Aberdeen, Scotland, and completed the Simon Fraser 
University Publishing Intensive course in Vancouver. 

If you knew what they wanted, would you write it? To put it another way, will a liter-
ary agent want what you have written? Hear about the reality from two of Canada’s top 
agents.

If a book is written and no one tweets about it, does it exist?  Do authors need to be on 
Instagram and should they be amassing friends on Facebook as part of their writerly pur-
suits? Is social media a necessary tool or an unnecessary distraction?  

HOSTS

Kate Hilton is the bestselling author of  The Hole in the Middle  and 
Just Like Family. She also co-authors a non-fiction blog, THE PEN PAL 
PROJECT. She tweets and instagrams at @katemhilton. 

Colin McAdam’s third novel, A Beautiful Truth, won the Writer’s Trust 
Prize. He is currently at work on a YA novel and cannot be found on 
Facebook, Twitter or Instagram.

sponsored by
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1:00PM – 1:45PM

3:00PM – 3:45PM

2:00PM – 2:45PM

HOW NOT TO GET PUBLISHED

THE WORLD OF SCI-FI, HORROR, 
AND FANTASy

SKELETONS IN THE CLOSET: 
WHAT TO TELL IN MEMOIR

Alana Wilcox is the Editorial Director of Coach House Books. Among her many authors, 
she published Giller prize winning writer, Andre Alexis.

Bhavna Chauhan is Senior Editor at Penguin Random House Canada and among her 
authors can be found Elan Mastai, who published All Our Wrong Todays. 

Novelist Kyo Maclear is a doctoral candidate at York University where 
she holds a Vanier Canada Graduate Scholarship. In her recent mem-
oir, Birds, Art, Life, she searches for inspiration, beauty, and solace.

Novelist Antanas Sileika is the former director of the Humber School 
for Writers. The Barefoot Bingo Caller is his rollicking memoir of family, 
literature, and politics across the last five decades.  

Thinking of dropping your manuscript into the backpack of an editor as she waits for her 
morning coffee at Starbucks? Slipping it under her door at night? Does your approach in-
clude typing in capitals only or sending hard copy with writing on both sides of the page? 
Learn what turns off publishers and acquisitions editors so you don’t take the wrong step.

Canadians are increasingly writing and reading in these three genres, and they are particu-
larly compelling to younger audiences. What do you need to know to work in the field? 
Find out from an agent, writer, and editor just what it takes. 

Will your mother never speak to you again if you talk about her old boyfriend? What are 
the limits in memoir? Will it be truth or lies, or a blend of both? Find out from two fiction 
writers who have moved into memoir for the first time.

Monica Pacheco joined the The McDermid Agency in 2008 and represents a growing list 
of writers, focusing on literary fiction, YA, science fiction, and fantasy. 
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Madeline Ashby is a science fiction writer, futurist, speaker, and immi-
grant living in Toronto. She writes a column for the Ottawa Citizen. She 
is best known for her 2016 novel Company Town, which was selected for 
the 2017 edition of Canada Reads.

Sandra Kasturi is a poet, writer, editor, and the co-publisher of the 
World Fantasy and British Fantasy Award-winning press, ChiZine 
Publications.

4:00PM – 4:45PM

5:00PM – 5:45PM

FIRST PAGE CHALLENGE

BESTSELLER!

First impressions are fantastically important in a publishing house. Overworked editors 
make snap decisions right from the first few words, sentences, and paragraphs they see 
on page one. So how does the first page of your prose stack up? Would an editor turn to 
page two having seen page one? This exercise is not for the faint of heart. Anonymously 
drop off your first page of prose (sorry, no poetry) earlier in the day and write on the top 
whether it is adult or young adult writing, from a story or a novel. Our host will choose 
pages at random from the box and read some of the prose aloud. Our panelists will give 
thumbs up or down and say why. Due to time pressure, not all prose pieces will be chosen.

Everyone wants to publish and everyone hopes that the books will be bestsellers, but why 
are those so hard to make? What does it take? Learn the details from a bestselling author 
and from her agent, who has represented other bestsellers as well. 

Jack David, Publisher, of ECW Press, has spent decades in the literary trenches. ECW, 
publishes books ranging from wrestling guides to novels to poetry. He is a great friend of 
students, and has always been willing to listen to a pitch or consider any literary project. 

Kim Moritsugu is the author of six novels. Her most recent novel is The Oakdale Dinner 
Club. A longtime writing teacher for The Humber School for Writers, she will comment 
on prose from the point of view of a writing teacher. 

Eva Stachniak is the award-winning and internationally bestselling 
author of four novels. The Winter Palace was a Globe and Mail Best Book 
of the Year and made The Washington Post’s most notable fiction list in 
2012. Her most recent novel is The Chosen Maiden.

Helen Heller has spent her career in publishing and specializes in 
thrillers and major frontlist fiction. She likes a big story well told and 
handles a number of internationally bestselling and multiple-award-
winning authors.

ACX wordshop marquee
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Amazon,  Xlibris,
Barnes  & Noble,
Chapters.Indigo

 Under The Nail Polish

 Disguised  as  a  hypnotic   love  story, 
 you  will  �nd  murder, deception  and
 interchangeable    lovers.    There   are
 ghastly  dark  secrets  which  need   to
 be  kept  hidden,  or  what ensues can
 be  deadly.  Be prepared though;  you
 will   never   be   the   same  after   you 
 �nish  reading  this captivating story.

By Tina Griffith
By Tina Griffith

 Under The Nail Polish

20 17
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CATEGORIES

Arts/Writers Organization:  An organization that furthers the interests of artists, creators, 
and the broader arts community.
Book Publisher/Distributor: Organizations that publish or distribute books or eBooks.
Booksellers: Retailers that primarily sell books and magazines.
Independent Authors: Individuals who have self-published and distribute their own 
titles.
Literacy Organization: Organizations that are involved in and support literacy.
Magazine Publisher/Distributor: Organizations that publish or distribute magazines or 
online magazines.
Other: Associations, Libraries, Educational Institutions, and Multi-Media Organizations.

ARTS/WRITERS 
ORGANIZATIONS 
AAOF  FA 7
Alliance Française de Toronto  FA 5
Buddhist Literary Festival  338 
Canada Cuba Literacy Alliance  WB 11
CANSCAIP  WB 4
Cdn Bookbinders & Book Artists Guild  
WB 1
Crime Writers of Canada  213
Editors Canada  WB 6
Firefly Creative Writing  WB 11
Freedom to Read Week  WB 7
Goethe-Institut Toronto  307
Japan Foundation, Toronto, The  324
League of Canadian Poets  WB 12
Le Fôret de la Lecture  FA 8
Hot Docs Ted Rogers Cinema  104, 105
International Festival of Authors  111
Mesdames of Mayhem  WB 5
Mirvish Productions 102, 103
Pen Canada  WB 9
PWAC - By and for Writers  432
Regroupement des Éditeurs Canadiens-
français  FA 1
Royal Ontario Museum  118
Salon du livre de Toronto  FA 2
Science Fiction Writers  WB 8
Sisters in Crime, Toronto Chapter  WB 10
Sony Centre  425, 426
Théatre Français de Toronto  FA 3
Theatre Passe Muraille  325
Toronto Romance Writers  WB 3
Tzu Chi Foundation  321
Writers and Editors Network  WB 2

BOOK PUBLISHERS/
DISTRIBUTORS 
ACX  112, 115
Amnesty International  222
Anansi & Groundwood Books  205, 208
Audible  306
Author Solutions  401–408 
Between the Lines  332
Biblioasis/CNQ  309
Bookaroo  221, 224
BookThug  328
Brick Books  207
Brunswick Books  329–331
Buddha's Light Publications  303
CanamBooks  433
Chizine Publications  424
Coach House Books  204
Cormorant Books  305
DC Canada Education Publishing  KS 8 
Discovering Diversity  FB 7
Dundurn  310
ECW Press  206
Eternal Cavalier Press  304
Gideons International  311
Guernica Editions  314
Happy Science Toronto  431
Harlequin  313
HarperCollins Canada  107–110
Helaine Becker/Kevin Sylvester  KS 17
Inanna Publications  117
Inspiritus & Dumagrad  214
Invisible Publishing  317
James Lorimer & Company Ltd.  225–226
Joe Books Ltd.  KS 18
Kabbalah Books Publishing  312
La Montagne Secrète  FA 6
Literary Press Group & ALU  316
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Cookiereads  KS 24
Cycling Flipbook To Wineries  FB 3
Dianne Gemmell: Award Winner  KS 10
Dylan Madeley, Writer  FB 2
Garth Laidlaw  KS 8
Generally About Books  FB 8
George Alexander Anthony  FB 2
Going To Travel Guides  KB 11  
Here We Are  FB 13
Hey Guy Buy Me  414
ICNA Canada  FB 11
Jason Shannon  327
Jeff Storm - Kids Books  KB 1
Kenzy  KB 12
Kidonomics Series, The  KS 16
Laurie Campbell  KS 24
Lee Bice-Matheson J.R. Matheson  FB 4
Lost Hallway  KB 6
Love To Be Books  KB 11 
Mark Krause Cards  FB 19
Mathis Bailey  FB 12
Meaningful Pages  FB 14
Mirror World Publishing  FB 6
Ninja Mice Of Wall Street  KB 2
Penny L. Samms  KS 9
Peter Howe  327 B
Poison Apple Book Factory  KB 2
Regan W. H. Macaulay  231
Renaissance Press  FB 17
Roses Without Thorns  FB 9
Rumack Resources  KB 7
Salmacis' Press  FB 1
Sara Mody  FB 15
Secrets Of The Home Wood  FB 4
Shirley Harvey  KB 8
Straight Talk About Life  KB 12
That's Not Happening  FB 18
Thumbprint Adventures  KB 9
Time Travellers Club, The  KS 4
Toronto Comics Anthology  326
Toronto Street Art Strolls  FB 20
Tyler Mann  423
WCYR  308 
We Are Colourful Friends.ca  KB 10

LITERACy 
ORGANIZATIONS 
Book Clubs For Inmates  LL 2
Code NGO  LL 6
Environment Literacy Case Law  LL 7
Festival Of Literary Diversity  LL 1

Mansfield Press  315
MyHistorian: Your Story Matters  203
Nelson  KS 5
Owlkids  101, KS 6
Pajama Press  KS 2
Palimpsest Press  319
Penguin Random House Canada  210, 211, 
KS 13, KS 14
Playwrights Canada Press  318
Porcupine's Quill, The  421
Publisher Production Solutions  203
Quattro Books  314
Red T Media  KS 17
Scholastic Canada  KS 26
Second Story Press  KS 7
Sideroad Guidebooks  323
Simon & Schuster Canada  116, 119
Tharpa Publications Canada  301
Tightrope Books  334
Tinlids Inc.  KS 27  
Toronto Hakka Heritage Alliance  304
Upon A Star  KS 27
Wolsak and Wynn  207

BOOKSELLERS 
BMV Bookstore  427–430
Ella Minnow Children's Books  KS 15
Librairie Mosaïque French Bookstore  FA 
9–14
Mabel's Fables  KS 25, KS 28
Novel Editions  317
Serenade Jewels & Accessories  413
TheBookLady.ca  KS 23
Books For Less  341–344
Toronto Vegetarian Association  409
www.thelabyrinthstore.com  KS 19, KS 20

INDEPENDENT AUTHORS 
(H)Afrocentric  FB 10
Affirmations For Babies & Kids  KB 3
Alexander Arts  FB 5
Author Caitlyn Fournier  337
Author Mary Feliciani  FB 1
B.K. Rajayoga Meditation  FB 16
Bobbi M Wright  KB 5
Bog, The  326
C.A. King - Author  320
Cabbage Boy!  KS 10
Canadian Literature  FB 15
Caro Soles  320
Clair McIntyre  433

Exhibitor listings
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Frontier College  LL 4
IBBY Canada  LL 18
Inkwell Workshops  LL 8
Kids' Lit Quiz Canada  LL 9
Le Collège du Savoir  LL 16
Let’s Get Together!  LL 21
Metro Toronto Movement For Literacy  
LL 3
Native Womens Resource Centre  LL 5
PAL-Reading Services  LL 15
Project Bookmark Canada  LL 12
Reading Partnership, The  LL 13
Silent Voice And Ontario Cultural Society 
Of The Deaf  LL 17
Spelling Bee Of Canada  LL 11
Story Planet  LL 10
Toronto Writers Collective  LL 20
TPL Adult Literacy Program  LL 19
Words, Rhymes & Life  LL 14

MAGAZINE PUBLISHERS/
DISTRIBUTORS 
A\J - Alternatives Journal  MM 11
Bazoof!  KS 27
Blank Spaces  MM 9
Brick, A Literary Journal  302
Broken Pencil Magazine  MM 5
Canada's History  229, 230
Canadian Art  223
Cinema Scope  MM 6
Collectfreequran.Org  416
Curated by Sarah Baeumler  231
CV2 Poetry Magazine  228
Epoch Times, The  333, 336
Feathertale  MM 12
Ignite Magazine  227  
Maisonneuve  215
Message  MM 9
New Quarterly, The  MM 10
NOW Magazine  106
Mimp Magazine  MM 13
Photoed Magazine & PHSC  MM 3
POV Magazine  MM 14
Quill & Quire  MM 1
Room Magazine and Canthius  227
SGI Canada  228
Shameless  MM 4
Socialist Party of Canada, The  MM 14
Spacing Magazine  217–220
Taddle Creek  MM 8
This Magazine   214

Toronto Life  201
Toronto Star  435, 438
Vallum: Contemporary Poetry  MM 10
Walrus, The  216
White Wall Review  MM 2
Zoomer Magazine  232

OTHER 
Canadian Contemporary School of Art  KS 1 
Canadian Parents For French Ontario  FA 8
Children's Book Bank, The  KS 12
Collège Boréal  FA 4
First Book Canada  KS 21
Humber School for Writers  113
IPC Right to Know Week  311
Jehovah's Witnesses  335
Ministry of Education  KS 22
ONBIDA - Int. Dyslexia Association  KS 4
Ontario College Of Teachers  202
Ontario Teachers' Federation  KS 11
Toronto Public Library  209, 212
Toronto Public Library Workers  322
Uof T Child Development Labs  KS 3
York University, Writing Dept.  114

Exhibitor listings
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C.A. KING - AUTHOR  
They are out there - somewhere... waiting; watching; lurking in the shadows. Every crea-
ture imaginable, every story; legend; myth - all real, but maybe not exactly as we thought. 
C.A. King's books are a place where Fantasy and Sci/Fi come together as one!

CANADA’S HISTORy 
Canada’s History features entertaining and insightful stories that celebrate Canada’s re-
markable past. Boldly designed, each issue is a treasure waiting to be discovered – a mix 
of engaging features, columns, reviews, and commentary, plus historic photos, maps, and 
illustrations.

CHIZINE 
ChiZine Publications is a World Fantasy and British Fantasy Award-winning press pub-
lishing weird, subtle and surreal literary speculative fiction. CZP’s imprints include 
ChiTeen (young adult), ChiGraphic (graphic novels), ChiDunnit (mysteries), and KQP 
(poetry), as well as ebook-only editions of out-of-print works. chizinepub.com

CV2 
CV2 is a national poetry magazine committed to bringing you an exciting range of essays, 
interviews, and reviews, paired with the best new poetic writing. It is the vision-quest of 
CV2 to get as many readers as possible to try poetry and like it. It is a mission we take 
very seriously.

FRONTIER COLLEGE
Canada's original literacy organization, Frontier College recruits and trains volunteers to 
deliver programs to children, youth, and adults in communities across Canada. Founded 
in 1899, our programs have helped millions of Canadians improve their literacy skills 
and provide the confidence they need to reach their full potential. www.frontiercollege.ca

HARLEQUIN
Harlequin (Harlequin.com) is a global publisher of commercial fiction and a worldwide 
leader in romance fiction. As a division of HarperCollins, Harlequin titles are sold world-
wide in as many as 17 languages and 150+ countries.

HUMBER SCHOOL FOR WRITERS
Over 300 of our alumni have published over a thousand books. Kick-start your own writ-
ing during our annual on-site workshop, or polish your manuscript via correspondence! 
Visit our booth for information or to speak with graduates. HumberSchoolforWriters.ca

INANNA PUBLICATIONS  
Inanna Publications is a feminist press committed to conserving a publishing space dedi-
cated to feminist voices that provoke discussion, advance feminist thought, and speak to 
the diverse lives of women everywhere.

MAISONNEUVE
Maisonneuve brings a provocative perspective to arts, culture and politics. Published quar-
terly, each issue boasts ambitious writing and eye-catching visuals. Since its founding in 
Montreal in 2002, Maisonneuve has won dozens of awards, including Magazine of the Year.

Exhibitor booth 
320 A

Exhibitor 
booths 229, 230

Exhibitor booth 
424

Exhibitor booth 
228 B

Exhibitor booth 
LL 4

Exhibitor booth 
313

Exhibitor booth 
119

Exhibitor booth 
113

Exhibitor booth 
215
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MATHIS BAILEy
“Smart, captivating, and hilarious” says Kirkus Reviews about Mathis Bailey’s debut 
LGBTQ novel Confused Spice. A romantic, culinary and spiritual adventure that will leave 
you craving for more. 

AUTHOR MARy FELICITATION AND M. F. PUBLISHING
The Magic Leaf: a children’s book about a boy who learns the value of friendship.
Humanitarians, Visionaries, Heroes, and You: a collection of inspiring mini-biographies and 
reflections.
Big and Small in the Mirror: first of a trilogy about bullying (eBook)
The Invisible Boy: second in the Bullying trilogy (Oct. lease date).

MyHISTORIAN 
Create new family heirlooms by saving your life stories and those of your loved ones in 
book or audio format. Visit the MyHistorian booth to see examples of personal history 
projects and learn what you can do to save your stories. Future generations will thank you!

REGAN W.H. MACAULAy
Regan writes children’s picture books, novels for all ages, scripts and short stories.  Her 
picture books Beverlee Beaz the Brown Burmese and Sloth the Lazy Dragon are finalist/hon-
ourable mention and Literary Classics Seal of Approval award winners respectively.

SALON DU LIVRE DE TORONTO 
The Toronto French Book Fair, now in its 25th year, is a yearly event held in early 
December. Its primary focus is on sales of books in French, providing a forum for writers 
and artists from Canada and abroad and offering workshops to students.

SECOND STORy PRESS 
Second Story Press is dedicated to publishing feminist-inspired books for adults and 
young readers. Our award-winning books highlight strong female characters, diversity, 
social justice, and children’s empowerment. Visit our booth for great deals and meet our 
authors throughout the festival.

SISTERS IN CRIME, TORONTO CHAPTER
Promoting the recognition and development of women crime writers since 1992, SinC 
hosts speakers, panels, and field trips that entertain and inform. Readers/fans welcome. 
Check out torontosistersincrime.ca.

SONy CENTRE  
The Sony Centre is one of the foremost theatrical venues in Toronto and the largest soft-
seat theatre in Canada. We host a variety of dance, concerts, comedy acts, festivals, films 
with live orchestra and performances for the whole family.

TORONTO HAKKA HERITAGE ALLIANCE
Preserving, perpetuating, and promoting Chinese Hakka culture through supporting 
authors of Hakka Heritage: Helen Atteck, Ming Tung Hsieh, Peggy Lampotang, Joyce 
Leung, Carol Williams-Wong. Through their timeless narratives of migration and adapta-
tion, these authors keep Hakka history alive.

Exhibitor booth 
FB 12

Exhibitor booth 
FB 1 B

Exhibitor booth 
203 A

Exhibitor booth 
231 A

Exhibitor booth 
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Exhibitor booth 
KS 7

Exhibitor booth 
WB 10

Exhibitor booth 
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Exhibitor booth 
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TORONTO PUBLIC LIBRARy 
Toronto Public Library is the world's busiest urban public library system, welcoming 18 
million visits to our branches and 31 million virtual visits. Torontonians borrowed 32 
million items in branches and online. To learn more, visit tpl.ca or follow us on Twitter 
@torontolibrary

TORONTO PUBLIC LIBRARy WORKERS
The Toronto Public Library Workers Union (TPLWU) Local 4948 represents 2,100 men 
and women who work for the Toronto Public Library system.  The Library and its' work-
ers promote and enrich the democratic, cultural, educational and economic life of our 
diverse and evolving city.  Great people make great libraries.  Great libraries make great 
cities.

WHITE WALL REVIEW
Since 1976, Ryerson University’s literary arts journal the White Wall Review has produced 
41 annual issues of exciting original content. Issue 41 features pieces by burgeoning poets 
Pamela Dungao and Amy LeBlanc, novelist Aaron Tucker, and the work of Canadian 
legend bill bissett. 

Exhibitor booth 
209, 212

Exhibitor booth 
322

Exhibitor booth 
MM 2



Your self-publishing companion

Ready to publish your book?

Let us be your guides.

A fully customizable service that gathers  
all your publishing needs in one place.

• Editing & Proofreading

• Graphic design & layout

• Illustration

• Online sale

• Print-on-demand 
   worldwide

To learn more, contact us at

514 431 5465
jordan.dessertine@canambooks.com

or visit us at canambooks.com

Acclaimed writers, 
industindustry experts and 

mentors give instruction and 
advice in creative coaching, 

poetry, songwriting, 
screenwriting and musical 
theatre in this collection of 

interviews and essays. 

Visit our site, 
aspiringcanadianwriters.org

Thanks For Your Support!

You can join this illustrious list in the 2018 Festival 
Program! Make an online donation to the largest 
free literary festival in Canada, and help 
celebrate Canadian writing and literacy.

All donation programs in support of The Word On 
The Street Toronto are offered in partnership with The 
Word On The Street Canada, a charitable organization. 

Make a donation at www.thewordonthestreet.ca/toronto

Thank you to all who support the festival
and to our 2016 donors, including:

Helena Aalto
Mayank Bhatt
Kendra Brown

Lisa De Nikolits
Anik Des Marais
Carol Dilworth
Jackie Farquhar

Lai Yee Fung
Akasha Julia Gashabi

Jim Harper
Peter Kirby
Jason Loo

Tim McCaskell
Betty Miles

Lynne Missen

Lisa Moore
Evan Munday
Steve Paikin

Mohammad Qadeer
Ceta Ramkhalawansingh

Kenneth Sherman
Mags Storey

Carolyn Taylor
Martin Terry

The Editing Company Inc.
Tanya Watt

Webcom
Janet Joy Wilson

Jamie Zavislak
Vicki Ziegler
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free literary festival in Canada, and help 
celebrate Canadian writing and literacy.

All donation programs in support of The Word On 
The Street Toronto are offered in partnership with The 
Word On The Street Canada, a charitable organization. 

Make a donation at www.thewordonthestreet.ca/toronto

Thank you to all who support the festival
and to our 2016 donors, including:

Helena Aalto
Mayank Bhatt
Kendra Brown

Lisa De Nikolits
Anik Des Marais
Carol Dilworth
Jackie Farquhar

Lai Yee Fung
Akasha Julia Gashabi

Jim Harper
Peter Kirby
Jason Loo

Tim McCaskell
Betty Miles

Lynne Missen

Lisa Moore
Evan Munday
Steve Paikin

Mohammad Qadeer
Ceta Ramkhalawansingh

Kenneth Sherman
Mags Storey

Carolyn Taylor
Martin Terry

The Editing Company Inc.
Tanya Watt

Webcom
Janet Joy Wilson

Jamie Zavislak
Vicki Ziegler
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Today a reader,
tomorrow a leader.

Webcom is honoured to be a part of this transformative 
experience by providing our community with the highest 

quality printed books.

Words change worlds. Reading educates and 
inspires kids to build a better future.
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AUDIOBOOK 
PUBLISHING

www.acx.com

MADE EASY

Award-winning talent, 
global distribution to leading 
retailers, and high royalties paid 
monthly.

Meet us at the ACX 
Wordshop Marquee to 
learn more!



The humber School for WriTerS’ correSpondence program
Creative Writing–Fiction, Creative Non-Fiction, Poetry

Study with:

· David Bergen

· Giles Blunt  

· Karen Connelly 

· Elizabeth Duncan 

· Isabel Huggan 

· C.C. Humphreys

· Pamela Mordecai 

· Kim Moritsugu 

· Dan Needles 

· David Adams Richards 

· Diane Schoemperlen 

· Tim Wynne-Jones

humberschoolforwriters.ca

WE DREAM IN WORDS

APPLY NOW  FOR JANUARY2018! 

Looking for personalized feedback on  
your new manuscript? The Humber School 
for Writers’ Correspondence Program 
can help! Our 30-week distance studio 
program is customized to address the 
needs of your book-length project.  
Work from the comfort of home under 
guidance of our exceptional faculty.  

Some scholarships are available for 
applicants with limited income.

Application Deadline: October 6, 2017


